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ALLAN BRECK. 



CHAPTER I. 



The sun had gone down whcn Allan awoke, and the 
obscurity of twilight combining with the stranse objects 
that surrounded him, occasioned sad disorder in nie reason* 
ing powers as well as in bis memory. For an instant, he 
•even doubted bis own identity ; and as to -tbe place where 
he was, and the means by which he had arrived there, these 
were to him profound my steries. But this confusion of ideaa 
was not of long duration. While he laboured to recover the 
füll use of bis mculties, he became an involuntary witness to 
a scene, which not only saved him a great deal of trouble, 
but caased him to look with at least as much anziety to the 
future as to the past. 

A slight change in* bis posture ^ve to Allan the com- 
mand of the door, or entrance to tbe tent, so that he was 
enabied to look out upon a fire, beside which three men 
were seated. One of thero he instantly recognised as Robi- 
son, and that recognition sufficed to refresh bis memory on 
othcr points, and to put him in lull possession of the eventa 
of the day. The other two were strangers, though their 
dress and air at once marked them as the associates of the 
individual into whose keeping he had committed himael€ 
It was evident enough, moreover, that tbey had been some 
time in deliberation, for they sat close to each other, and 
their conversation, of which he was enabled to catch occa- 
fiional fragments, was manifestly drawing to a cloee. 

*' Bat what's to he done wf him V^ «Bki^ Q^ü^t ^^ ^Sa»s^<^ 

meja. .^■-'^ 

■t . . . « -.. 
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" That will depeiid athegither upon circumstances," re- 
plied Robison. " If we ascertain that he is really sie as I 
believe hira to be, then we'll fiud our profit in Screening 

hira ; if, on the other band " Here the Speaker lowered 

his voice, nor could Allan catch raore than the conclusion of 
the sentence, which was this — " the reward will be oura." 

"And how's this to be ascertained ?-" demanded the se« 
cond Speaker. "He's no' very likeJy to teil you mair than 
may just serve his ain purpose ; and as to finding out by 
ourselves — fa'th, I see na my way that gate." 

" What for no V* replied Robison. " Isna Eben jn Edin- 
burgh 1 Is it likely that sie a deed ean hae been done and 
a sough fail to gang abroad ] Na, na ! Eben will be here 
the morn, and he'll either bring us news or he*ll no\ If he 
doesna — why then I'U gang to the .own mysel', and elear 
a' up." 

" What hae ye done wi' his claes V* 

" Oo they're safe enough, trust me for that ! Ise Warrant 
we'll mak' something o' them if a' other chances fail. But 
we'll no' be driven to that. If it he naething war nor a 
tulzie, doubtless the thing will blow ower ; if it be a dead- 
o'-the-night job, there will be a proelamation, and a price 
ßet on his head, and then" — Here again the Speaker lowered 
his voice, and Allan falled to catch what he said. 

" In that case," observed one of the stränge men, " the 
Booner the thing's seen into the better. We've something 
to fear on oui^ain accounts, and the harbouring a proclaimed 
man will no^just hae the effect of making our case better. 
However, Joss, you're no' that ill in getting out o' scrapes 
if ye do at orra times get into them, and sae I gie my voice 
for leaving this matter entirely in your hands." 

" Ajid sodo I," added his companion. " I suppose he's to 
be treated, in the mean time, like a gentlemanf 

"Ündoubtedly !" replied Robison, "our ain designs rcquire 
that ; sae Ise gang and wauken him, that he may take part 
of our supper." 

Thus warned, Allan closed his eyes, resumed the heavy 
breathing which he had interraitted, and pretended to be 
asleep. He even resistcd the first shake with which the 
gipsy sought to rouse him, and murmured like one whose 
senses are oppressed ; but the action being repeated, and the 
man calling upon hira to get up, he at length raiscd himself 
on his elbow. " What is the matter V demanded he with 
well-dissemblcd alarm. 

"Naething'a the matter," replied Robison, smiling; "bin- 
na tbat your supper's reaüy. l Xtov* ^e Iwä alee^ed sounder 
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herc than ye did under ^|vS|il.akc;.and I houp ye find V\ 
yoursilf refreshed by it" .V*. .i^--;- .':. 

Allan rose and tcx)k his^Ä^Üji^monnr the ^ipsies, at the 
fire-side. It was altx)gcthcr a stränge scene, such as, de- 
spite of the danfrers and difficulties by whicli he was sur- 
rounded, he could not bebold with indifFerence. A huge 
pot, planted on the grownd, ccntained the evrning mcal of 
these hnlf-savages, and the savoiiry odour arising from it 
gave sufficient guarantee as to the degree of care with 
which its Contents had been prepared. A Utile way apart, 
ond with hörn spoons,and broken delf plates, snt half a dozen 
young urchins, clamorous for the portions which were about 
to be distribntcd to thern. Near the fire ngain wcre the 
men, each vvitli a woodon beaker on bis kni^es; whilc the 
women, like tbe wives of the patriarchs of (»Id, either stgod 
aloof, or busied themsclvcs in ministering to the wants^of 
their mastors nnd little ones. Even the laiighing Mcg, 
though confesBcdly a general favourite, was not cn this oc- 
casion cxeinpt from the serv'ices rcquired at tlio Iiands of her 
sisterhoüd ; nor, if any jndgmcnt might bo formed from her 
mode of prococding, did she appear at all desirolis of such • " 
excmption. Thcn ar;;im, as to light, tliat was sjpplied en- 
tirely by the firo, whicli, heaped np with dry furze, blazcd 
and crackled, tili tents, donkeys, and the vcry gorse along' 
tbe sides of the ravine, sliowed red in its glare. Allan 
looked routid with a stränge mixture of feeling ; for, indeed, 
it was only the recollection ot the position in which he stood, 
and a painful anticipation that treachery was at work, that 
hindered him from entering heartand soul into the ad venture. 
Bat the conversation to which hg had just listcned haunted 
bis memory like the cry of a bird öf bad omen. Thongh he 
joined, thcrefore, in the conversUtfon, such os it was, and 
even bandied a rüde jqke or two with the women, the exer- 
tion nccessary to carry him through was für from trifling ; 
and the rclief which he expcrienced when on a givcn signal 
the men rose and made way for theiir attendants, was inde- 
scribable. 

"Wha's turn is it out the ni^^htl" askcd Robison, ad- 
dlCBsing himself to bis companions. 

•*It mann be oither yoitrs or mine, Joes," replied the 
younger of the two ; " and Ym no thinking it's yours." 

"Awpcl, Willy, my man," said llobison, kindly, *'tlie 
nigbt's fine ower-hcad ; and though ye'll hac a gude bit to 
travcl, ye'll find wrilth of gaer at your journey'a end. Ye 
kcn whilk road to takc, and the sooncr ye sct out the eooner 
yc'il get hame." 

VQL. IL 2 
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The yonng man ofkMfi^ßMection to the arrangement 
bat equipping himseln^f^pre particular eervicc, with i 
Tough Winter coat and anTmptj.sack, mounted the side o 
the ravine and disappeared. His doing so gave the signal 
as it seemed, fbr a singuIar display öf domestic economy 
Thechildren, duly prepared bjth^ir mothersand attendants 
were thrust, with all imaginable lack öf ceremony, into tbei] 
straw; each being desired, on pain of castigation, to ^'hauc 
its tongue and gang to sleep." Then followed a trimmin^ 
of the fire, the production of a keg of whisky, the arrangin| 
of wooden quaichcs, and the disposal of other implements o 
revelry. But in the jollification tliat ensued, Allan decline( 
to bear a share. Making an excuise of bad health, he cho6( 
out a bcrth in one of the tents, whence he could observe a 
bis leisure all that passed ; and truly, if a total restrain 
from every thing like ceremony, and free reins given to th( 
humour of the moment, be the test by which to try the ex 
tent at which men enjoy the hour that passes, a merrie] 
party than now kept uplhe ball never met together. I 
was long past midnight, indeed, ere the song, the catch, th( 
tale, and the joke ceased, and the gipsics, both male am 
female, huddled indiscriminately where they could, unde: 
«heiter of the canvass. 

While this stränge scene was passing, the mind of Allai 
ibund ample occupation in considering the purport of tha 
Conference, a portion of which he had overheard earlier ü 
the day. That it related to himself, he must have been lea 
Buspicious than persons circumstanced as he then was, an 
apt to be, had he entcrtained a doubt ; and as little was i 
possible to mistake the sort of usc which the rovers de 
Bigned to make of him. It was clcar, indeed, that the; 
meant to deal with him ezactiy as might best suit their owi 
views of personal advantage — in other words, that so socm 
as the facts of his case should become known, and a rewaD 
be oiTered for his apprehension, they would delivcr him u 
to justice and claim the blood-money. To hesitate, therc 
fore, as to the course which] it bebooved him to adopt, wa 
out of the question. An im'mediate flight could alonei.i|av 
him, and to the acr iioplkjMment ofthat end all his thoüght 
were tumed. •. i 

Impressed with ii ' 4:on7iction that he must never b 
taken alive, Allan .-ariy began to look round for sobq 
'weapon of offencc ; .• id b<.>iiig so fortunate as to discovc 
among the straw a n.. 70 '.%it>o knife, he eagerly seizcd, an 
hid it in his bosom. ^ .vu * »- be impossible to describe tfa 
degree of conüdence vi^'i >N'ulch. the possession even of thi 
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rade weapon insptred him. At least hc vould be ablo to 
kII bis Itfe dearly; and ncrer wna detormmntinn more 
abniy oT delibeintely furmed, than Uiat to wliicb he came . 
<n the BubjecL Neverthelcss, u hc was far froni deeiroiui 
rf bcing driven to that extremity, he made a prctcxt uf a 
Mtnral predilectmn forfreäh nir, and chosc out laty asnear 
U possible to the moutii of the tenL BuC froin Ihis pre- 
CSution he was not permilled to reap niuch advantärre. 
Either by way orprovidiiig aga inst the proccdure which At- 
lui actuully meüiuteü, or becausc it was the ardinary cus- 
Umofthe Iribc, Robison rcmoved thedog', whicb liad hither* 
to been chained under tue cart, to a stake wliicli hc drove 
JDto the ground, and lengthening tlie cord so aa to givo to 
the animal a perfüct command ovor the dooTway, said a few 
vordeto it in an under-tone, andpntted it on tlie back. The 
dog W8gg-ed hie tail, advanced in front of the openinj, and 
taroing bis hcad towards ths tont, !ay ilpipil ', white bis 
maflter, though at an evident BBCrißce of liB'«wn immediate 
comfort, etrelched himself along in micli a fashion, as that 
u'iä IcgB came directly between Allon and the meana of 
egrcea. Tliia donc, he compoeed liinisfilf to slcep, and in 
tcD minutes wob, ühe tlio rcst of the horde, buried in forget- 
fiilncea. 

Allan beheld these diapoeitions nilh tlic aniciety and deep 
chagrin which a gallcy-Blave may be Bupposed to expcriencs 
wheo ürst chain^ to the oar. For eome timc, indeed, bis 
apirit eank vvithin him, insomuch that even tho enoring of 
bis companions, muaical as under olher circumatances.it 
would have sounded, c.tcited in him no fcciing of satisft^ 
tion. But aa the iii;;ht etole on, tho thought of what th^a 
morrow mighl bring fortli onco niorc roused his cnergica 
intoplay. "VVhatif tliey do detcct me," mutlered ho to 
himeelf; "caa I be worajMAt^n tliivi nowl and Jet it 
como to the woret, am I j^^^^^^ ' ^ Bliall not IJe herc 
to be given up likc a la^^^^^Utclier, But tiiat cursed 
dog— how am I to esca^^^^^^H 

The tjiieelion wa^^^^^^^^Kne, for nevet since the 
days of C erber ua^|^^^^^^^Eorc watchfui, nor, as it 
seemod, more prnC^^^^^^^^R his l.rusL Allan raieed 
but bia head, and tn^^^^^^Havagc bcaat nerc inataatljr 
fixed upon him, like i^^^^Kming coals. He dragged 
his body gently forwat^^^Hog uttcred a low growl, as it 
were to warn him Ihat Wwia obaecved. Ile atopped — Iho 
dog eyed hioi for a momcnt or two, and then laid down it& 
hwl between its paws. But no. aoouer did Allan ventur» 
imce more to edge oawarda, thaa Ibat hideous «unteoBiica- 



was agaiD upliUed, and tEie low acigrj gtowl repeated. 
"Now, may tlie curseof Glencoo be upon theo!" Baid Allan 
to himseir, HS bc qujetly drew forCh lijs kaife and unclasped 
iL "Let me once gel tlicc wiltiio reach of tliis, and if 
ever thou disturb thc rcpoeo of elcepin^managain, may my 
right hand forget lier cunning !" 

Ab Allan concludcd ttiU mental imprecation, ßobison, by 
ODC of tbo9e involuDlary movcmcnts which mcn wlio slcep 
uneasily are apC to make, thrcw out hia heela towards the 
animal, and cauEcd him to sltifl bis ground. Rspid as thought 
Allan took advontagc of the opportunity. Hc made no at- 
tempt to spring up or to pass hie encnriy; but, tlirowinghim- 
aelf forward iiito the opening wliicli Robison had occasioned, 
he brought hia right nnn inlo auch a position, Üiat the dog, 
in reBuniiag hia place, ky with the aide of hls neck com' 
pictely n'ittiin ^e grosp of Allan'a band whcn extended. 
Allan B hcart beM quick, and his brcath came with difiiculty 
es hc contemplatcd tbe next ineaEure which it wouM he 
ncccssary to adopL But the neivous fceling soon paeaed 
awny — lifo and dcath were on ths dice — tlie throw nnist be 
made ; it might fail, to bc aure, but it niight also aucceed. 
In either coac he inust not prove falae to himself. 

For aomc mioutcs Allan fixed npon tlie dog tlie samc kiod 
rf soarchiug gase which he had ollen dircctcd towntds tha 
■almoa when aportiiig in tlie bottom of his pool. llc mea- 
med with hia eye the Epaca which inUrvencd bctwceo 
thein,andaecertaincd that it waenottoogreat; then gentlj 
drawiiig up hia ümbs tili his kncss weli nigh touched his 
chin, brought all tho muscIoBof bis body inlotension. The 
dog growloJ as before, and, na before, lay down — never to 
rise again. One thrust, given wiib the fbrco and tho pre- 
cision of the lion's spring, j^^^e knlie sheer bctwccn the 
TcrtcbTte of the jicAk ; ai^^^^kinat meTrow belog ecpa- 
raCcd, tho animal died w^^^^^ftuggle. 

To draw hlmaelf clea^^^^^^^ud its inmales, and to 
crccp on lianüs and icn^^^^^^^^B influence of the de- 
caying firc, were measu^^^^^^^HBKrudcnce dictated. 
Allan s next pruceeding^^^^^^^^^Bsh for the aide of 
the hallo w, und er the sM^^^^^BiPhe found aheiter 
whilc he paased, with bia^^^^^KtiScd, the hut wliic' 
containcd Üic women and cli^^^^FThia done, ho boun 
up the alopc, gained the Giimmn||Kaut cauaing any ala 
and Ibr the liret time since the commenccment of the adt 
ture, dated to considcr himself aafe. But the idca that 
was so at tlie momcnt, led to no mistaken indificrcnce a 
Ibc äaDgci of pursuit. Alike ignorant and caielesa a± 
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gbe df rection which he might foDow, his sole anxiety was to. 
place as wide an interval as possible betwcen himself and 
the gipsics; and as few men have ever surpassed him either 
in activity pr strengtb, he was not slow in attainin^ that 
importaut objecL The stars were out in millions when her 
begfan his race ; long bcfure thc brightost of them grew pale,, 
he had lefl the colony many miles bchind. 

Jn Proportion as the certainty of escape from immediate 
danger gained strength, Allan began to cons'ider with in-^ 
creasing earnestness tuwards what part of the compass it 
would be judicious to turn his steps, and how he sliould best 
dispose of himself for the future. From tho home of hia 
childhood, even were it possible to reach it, he was excluded 
ibr ever. He dared not show his face thcre for very shame;. 
pay, he had every reason to prosume that other and more 
insuperable bars to his rcunion with tho clan, were long aga 
interposed. Whither then could he b'Jtake himself] Aa 
outcast from society, without a fricnd in the world, defiled 
too with the blood of a fellow-crcaturc, and labouring under 
the curse of the first homicide, it is no wondcr if ho looked 
round in utter dcspair, or that thc idca of ridding himself of 
a lifb which was now a positive bürden, sliculd have more^ 
than once occurred to him. " VVhy should I bürden the 
earth any longer ?" said he to hinjself ; " or drag oq an ex-^ 
istence, over which, both now and for ever, fatc bas drawa 
her dark(?Rt veil 1 What is it to die when compared with 
this ? Did he suffcr what I do now T Was it not one gasp^ 
onc groan, and all was at an end? whereas 1 — 'by heavenst' 
minc is a living death-^acontinucd and unremitting torture^ 
Yes, thou glorioiis orb,*' cimtinued hc, as he looked towards; 
the sun, which began at the moment to show his broad red 
disk over the surface of the ocean ; " thou wilt gaze upon 
many a miserable being cre thou return to thy rest ; thou 
wilt cause mnny an eye to unclose, only that it may renew 
its weeping ;. but in all thy wide course thou wilt not behold 
a wretch more degraded, more friendless, more thoroughly 
desperate than rayseif ft O» that there was but hope ^ O that 
I dared to look froin thee to Hin> that made thee \ or that I 
eould recall the past, or thinkof the fliture, except as cqually^ 
beset with terrors ! But Ibr me there is no future — none^ 
Bone— «-and the present, what is it but hell — ^which I carrjj» 
about in my own bosom, go wlierc I will '\ Then why en-- 
dure it longer T This knife will rid me of my misery ; and 
they who find the body will doubtless afford it a little eartb^^ 
were it only as an act of common charity." 

He drew forth the weapon as he epoke ; deliberal^^ bazsdl 
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CHAPTER I. 



The sun had gone down whcn Allan awoke, and the 
obecurity of twilight combining^ with the stränge objects 
that surrounded him, occasioned sad disorder in bis reasoo* 
ing powers as well aa in bis memory. For an instant, he 
even doubtcd bis own identity; and as to the place wbere 
he was, and the means by which he had arrived there, these 
were to bim profound mysteriös. But tbis confusion of ideaa 
was not of long duration. Wbile be laboured to recover the 
füll use of bis mculties» be became an involuntaiy witness to 
a scene, which not only saved bim a great deai of trouble, 
but caused bim to look with at least as much anxiety to the 
future as to the past 

A sligbt change in' bis posture ffave to Allan the com- 
mand of the door, or entrance to the tent, so that be was 
enabled to look out upon a fire, beside which three men 
were scated. One of ttiem be instantly rccognised as Robi« 
son, and that recognition sufficed to refresh bis memory cn. 
othcr points, and to put bim in füll possession of the events 
of the day. The other two were strangers, though their 
dress and air at once marked them as the associates of the 
individual into whose keeping be had committcd himaelf» 
It was evident enough, moreover, that they had been some 
time in deliberation, for they sat close to each other, and 
their conversation, of which he was cnabled to catch occa- 
flional fragments, was maniiestly drawing tp a close. 

*«Butwhat*8tobedone wi'himT aRki^Q^iMtVoi^^SaMSi^ 
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auspected, lesser detaehmeDts held tbe villages and' scatv- 
tered homesteads in check. It was not so on thfi farther 
aide of thc Highland line. With the exception of two small 
forts, at the opposite extremities of the great gleit of Albyn, 
there were no places of strength througiiout the north- west^ 
ern, er mountainous counties ; and as to quartering regulär 
troops there, the measure was deemed altogether impracti- 
cable. Thc consequence was, that setting t^ie disarming 
act at deßance, and relieved, as they had recently been, from 
the pressure of the Black Watch, all those clans which still 
nourished an attachment to the eziled family were ready for 
war; whereas, the loyalists, as they terrned theniselves, 
having surrendered their weapons in obedience to the de- 
cree of Parliameat, lay helpless and inert amid their hecedU 
tary enemics. 

As tbe moment drew on at which tbc long-promised in«- 
vasion from France was expccted to take place, the chiefs 
or leaders of the Jacobite septs began to draw tbeir fbrces 
to a head, and to enter into alliances one with the other» 
This, however, could not be done openly, without turning 
towards themselves the eyes of the constituted authorities ;^ 
and they accordingly met, from time to time, attended by. 
multitudes of their followers, for the aVowed purpose of en- 
joying those extensive hunting-matchcs für which they. and 
their forefuthers had long boen famous. We have not for- 
gotten that of the manner in which these noble games were 
celebrated, the autlior of Wavcrley bas in the first of bis im- 
mortal tales given an accurate account. To that source of 
Information^ therefore, we would refer our readers, could we 
fbr a moment imagine that it is not al ready familiär to thera ; 
while we exeuse ourselves from entcring jtall into detail, 
on the obvious ground that no man would think of holding 
"a farthing candle to the sun." 

It would have been stränge indeed, had the clan Diarmid, 
distingiiished evcn amid the West Highlands for its enthu- 
aiaetic attachment to the ancie&t race, proved backward in 
lending thc weight of its name and its mombers to these 
equivocal assemblies. Headed by their native chief— a gal< 
lant young gentleman, worthy of the race from which he 
aprang, the clansmcn passed from point to point, with ordei 
and regularity ; tbeir own courage and that of their youthful 
Commander being tempered and restrained.by the judiciow 
caution of Ardmore. For to him both Mac Diarmid and thc 
gentlemen of the clan continued to look for counsel, evec 
afler tbe-(>rmer had assumed, in virtue cf bis majori ty, thf 
Mteusible gaidaoce of aflyrs;^ indeed» the authority of Fe 
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The sun had gone down wbcn Allan awoke, and the 
obscurity of twilight combining^ with the strande objects 
that surrounded him, occasioned sad disorder in bis reasoo* 
ing powers as well aa in bis memory. For an instant, he 
even doubted bis own identity; and a^ to the place wbere 
he was, and the means by which he had arrived there, these 
were to bim profound mysteries. But tbis confusion of ideaa 
was not of long duration. Wbile he laboured to recover the 
füll use of bis laculties, be becarae an involuntaiy witness to 
a 8cene, which not only saved him a great deai of trouble, 
but caused bim to look with at least as much anziety to tiie 
future as to the past 

A slight cbange in' bis posture gave to Allan the com- 
mand of the door, or entrance to the tent, so that he was 
enabled to look out upon a fire, beside which three men 
were seated. One of ttiem be instantly rccognised as Robi« 
son, and that recognition sufficed to refresh Eis memory (Hl 
othcr points, and to put him in füll possession of the events 
of the day. The other two were strangers, thougb their 
dress and air at once marked them as the associates of the 
individual into whose keeping he had committod bimael£ 
It was evident enough, moreover, that they had becn some 
time in deliberation, for they sat close to each other, and 
their conversation, of which he was enabled to catch occa» 
fiional fragments, was maniiestly drawing tq a close. ^ 

** But what*8 to be done wi' him V* aftk^ CfflftrO^ ^<^ ^tKsv^S^ w 
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of all aroand were bright and joyous, and the bustle of active 
preparation kept the.very shiclings astir, the Lady Glenar- 
roch remaincd alone in her Chamber, a prey to the deepest 
dejection and the most harrowing anxiety. What was the 
ikte of empires to her, so long as her eon was missing? She 
would have sacrißeed all the world to secure his well-being; 
she could therefore experience no interest in any under- 
taking, be its object what it might, so long as he was not 
present to take a part in iL 

Days, weeks, and even months passed in this State of ge- 
neral excitement abroad, and, to Mrs. Mac Diarmid at least, 
of beart-rending anxiety at home. From hour to hour, ru- 
mours obtained circulation that a large army was collected 
along the shores of Brittany ; that Charles Edward, the eld- 
est son of the exiled monarch, was at its hcad; and that its 
arrival in Scotland before the summcr expirod, might be 
con£iilea|ly counted upon. As a necessary consequence, tho 
hurfy Öfpreparation became every whcre more and more 
active; tili in the end, it required all Fergus's caution to 
keep the zcal of his neighbours and dependants within the 
bounds of common prudcnce. Such was the general aspect 
of aflSiirs in Scotland throughout the summerof 1745. With 
the first approach of autumn came a total revoliition in the 
sentimcnts of very many, even among those who had been 
heretofore accounted as most cnthusiastic. 

Of the circumstances which attended the commencement 
of that gallant enterprise which had well nigh reinstated 
James Ilf. on the throne of his ancestors, we are not called 
upon to give any account Every reader of history is awaro 
of the difficulties with which the young Chevalier was from 
the first surrounded ; of the want of faith displayed by the 
French monarch ; of the capture of the solitary line of battle 
Bhip, in which the Prince^s slender störe of arms was depo* 
ßited ; of his arrival, destitute of fülIo\Vers, of money, of every 
thing except native courage, on the harren shurcs of the 
Hebrides; and of the extreme reluctancc with which even 
the most devoted aniang his friends and partisans,'j^ielded 
to his entreaties ratlfbr than to his rcasoning, and took up 
arms. The truth indeed is, that all their calculations had 
been formed on the supposition of his appearing among them 
at the head of a powerful forei^n army. When, thereforo, 
heprebented himselfa solitary adventurer to claim rather 
^protection than support, it is no wonder if the courage even o^ 
the bravest wavered. They saw that little short of a mir 
cle could enable them to nieet successfully the force whi 
iFOüJd jostantly be set in motion to oush them ; and th 
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earnestl V, but respectfully entreated, that he would deftr tili 
a more favourable opportun ity, the attempt, darinfif and ha^ 
zardouB at tbe best, which they had pledged thcmselves to 
Support But the atmospliere of the hüls is not favourable 
to tne spirit of calculation, which, neglecting the weight of 
feeliiig, comes to its conclusions in all cases, according as the 
proepects of advantage or disadvantage appear most promi- 
nent Though Boisdalc resisted the cntreaties of bis Prince, 
neither Clanranald nor Lochiel, though equaily convinced of 
the madness of tlie undertaking, found themselves proof 
agfiinst the appeals which he had made to their loyalty. The 
very men who me\. hitn for the avowed purpose of recom- 
mending an immediate return to the CJontinent, were the 
first to link their fortunes and expose their lives in bis cause. 

The Mac Donalds, Clanranald, the Cam^ns, with other 
smaller septs, had already assnmbled their strengt hp)r<^tel- 
li^ence of the landing of the Prince reached the r^mter dts- 
trict of Strath Diarmid. It produced an extraordinary Sen- 
sation throughout the clan ; for here, as elsewhere, though 
there existed a spirit of uncompromieing loyalty, the expec- 
tations of mcn were far from being realized by the inanner 
of the landing. The youhg chief, indeed, öbeying the 
bonourable inipulses of bis nature, would have raisedatonce 
the banner of bis name, and, had he stood alone, would have 
cbeerfully linked bis fate with that of the sovercign to whom 
he believed bis allegiance to bc duc. But in Fergus, both 
he and bis followcrs found a determined Opponent to every 
Step which threalened in any way to commit them in a cause 
which he considcrcd to be desperate. At all the meetings 
which were held — and under existing circumstances they 
occurred daily — bis language was uniformly the same. 
"The addition of your numbers cannot render bim snperior 
to his enemies, if he be not equal to them already. Had he 
come as we were led to expect, then indeed policy, as well 
as duty, would have called upon us to be forward in joininff 
him, but now, let us prescrve our neutrality— at least tiU 
the first blow is Struck, for by the issue oftbat, the events of 
the contest may with somc degree of fairness be calca- 
lated." 

We have shown that Fergus posspssed, and deserved to 
posscss, great authority in his clan. Though his reasoning, 
therefore, jarred somcwhat harslily against the chords of 
their more chivalrous feeling, it failod not to produce itß 
efiect — and, for the first time in t)ieir annals, the clan Diar- 
mid hesitated between what they believed to be their duty 
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and an attention to whatthey were assured, byone of them-i 
selves, that tlie voice of prudence demanded. 

While this was passing in . one quarter, the Chevalier'^ 
followers were exerting themselves to better piirpose elsfe. 
where, insomuch that the information communicated o^ 
each fresh day at Strath Diarmid rendered it more and mor<9 
difficult for Fergus to retain bis authority. Now it was cur- 
rently rumoured that the Prince had fairly thrown bimself 
ashore at Boradale, and that the ship which conveyed bim 
thitber had departed, leaving bim to bis fate. Next came 
tbc intelligence that bis emissaries were out in all direc- 
tions, and that the arrival of one of these at the dwelling of 
their chief might be bourly cxpected. By and by, it was 
ascertained that the bead quarters were removed to Kinloch 
Moidart, andAhat a hostot' followers from the hüls, as well 
as from. the cWilinent of Lochaber, were flocking in. Last 
of all, canle a nimour of a successfui skirmish with a body 
of the Elector's troops, while on march from Fort Augustus 
for the purpose of re-enforcingthegarrison atFort William, 
It needed bat this to decide the alrcady wa vering inclinations 
of the people of Strath Diarmid. Ardmore's prudential 
counsels were no longer heard. Tjjere arose one universal 
cry, that the clan would be disgraccd for cver should the 
chief longer hesitate to choose bis side; and as the expected 
messender arrived soon afler, with an announcenient that 
the Royal Standard would speedily be boisted, it was de- 
cided in solemn Council that the Mac Diarmids ought to 
witness the ceremony. Fcrgus saw, that to oppose any 
longer the currcnt of public opinion couW serve no purpose, 
except to bring bimself into contempt. Protesting, there- j 
fore, against the folly of the enterprise, and avowing bis 
determination to take no personal share in it, be withdrew 
from the meeting, not so much bccausc he positively 
despaired of the results of the insurroction, as tiiatit assorted 
best with bis genius to play the old game over again, and 
' by temporizing in the moment of pöril, to keep, as it were, 
a hold bn the clemency of both parties. 

On a romantic level, ovcrhung by rugged mountains, and ! 
begirt by a natural «oppicc, through a narrow opening in! 
which the waters of the loch were seen, — beside a venerable i 
8tone or rock, that rose likeone of the pilhirs at Stonehenge, ■ 
Stern and alone out of tiie soll — the clan Diarmid, arrayed' 
in their tartans, and well appointed both witii muskets and 
broadswordö, assembled to the number of three bundred 
men. The sun had just risen in a sky perfectly cloudleos^ I 
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«LTid his golden rays yet streamed over the far-off hüls, 
which sent back from every corrie and fissure tho warlikö 
notes of the bagpipe, as it screamed fortli its gathering to 
willing ears. Already were tlie companies formed, in the 
presence of every living creature belonging to the strath — 
for the aged, the wonaen, and the children poured forth their 
numbers, not to mourn over the departure of their relatives, 
but to cheer thein forward in the cause. A Standard, too, 
had been delivered, wrought by the hands of Marcelly, 
which her kinsmen swore todcfend with the last drop of their 
bJood; and the chief hiraself was preparing to mount the 
«hargcr which his groom led backwards and forwards on 
the parade-ground,— when the attention of all was suddeiily 
attracted by the apparition of a tnanr, who eraerging from 
behind a skreen of low underwood, raade cKfeQtly towards 
them. His dress was that of a Lowlander of the humblest 
<:Ia8s, thongh his active and springy walk seemed to imply 
that he had not now for the first time planted his foot upon 
the heather; and the eagerness with which he quickened 
his pace,so soon as tho warlikespectacleopened to his view, 
implied that he was the bearer of news. Had the dictates of 
prudence been rigidly obeyed, he would have been stopped 
and questioned ere he reached the gathering; butcuriosity, 
and a mysterious persuasion that a stranger would not thus 
•ntrude hiraself on their proceedings, hindered that step 
from being taken. The cvent proved that it was no ways 
«alled for. Long before he gained the flank of the line, a 
cry of Callum arose among the spectators; and a hundred 
bands were instantly extended to bid the wanderer welcome. 
But Callum paid to these salutations little heed. He con- 
tinued his progress, pushing rudely aside such as would have 
£tayed him, tili he reached the spot where Mac Diarmid 
Jiimself, with Parson Neil, Marcelly, aad her father were 
«tanding. 

"Ah, Callum!" exclaimed Fergus, "whence come you7 
and what means this change of garb and bearing since we 
partedl" 

" Ohon, ohon !" exclaimed the poorfellovv, " do not ask iwe. 
IVe looked upon stränge sights and kent stränge changos ' 
«ince then ; but 1 never thought that these een would have 
beheld the like of you." 

•^The like of what, man 1" demanded Mac Diarmid. " Hi8t 
€een the Elector at the head of his Hanovcrion guurdt, in 
füll march upon the strath 1 By my faith, I would it wefe 
€K> ! for then should we settle thie buameoa ^te \\i^ ^^^ ^^\« "% 
• ^one." ^ 

VOL. II. 3 
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" Oh no, your honour ! IVe seen niuckle war nor thi 
There is a stain upon our name such as we may never ho 
to wipe out, and poor Callum canna ahow bis ßice ama: 
honest men for thinking oH !" 

"Speak out, you fool!" exciaimed Fergfus impatient] 
" and teil us the worst at once. Has any thing befallen / 
lan 1 Has he entangled* bimself in some fresh difficultii 
£0 as to put in jeopardy the credit of better men than hii 
sein" 

" Ye'll no' gie me credit if I teil you," answered Callui 
"and in trouth I couldna hae believed it mysel*, had not r 
ain een and my ain lugs borne witness to the fact. All w 
a joke to this. Had he robbed, swindled, forsworn himsi 
—-done any thing that's dishonest — committed any crime 
nature, I wad hae stuck tili bim throughout But to thii 
of bis taking service under the Elector of Hanover ! — r 
nothing but my own senses could hae convinced me 
that !" 

"Done what]" exciaimed the vvhole group in a breatli. 

" Enlisted in a regiment of English dragoons, which 
even now doing duty in tho city of Edinburgh." 

"Well!" exciaimed Fcrgus, afler a brief but painl 
pause, " this is scarcely more than might have been expect« 
Lost to all sense of decency, the slave of every bad passic 
it is no wonder if he consuramates bis guilt by becomii 
traitor to bis king and country. I confess that I blush i 
the race of which he is an unworthy scion ; but as to hii 
seif, he falls not lower in my estimation by this act than '. 
was beforc." 

" I will not believe it !" interrupted Parson Neil. "V 
lent, selfisb, vicious, as he was, I cannot persuade mysi 
that he could ever so forget entirely the respect due to tl 
memory of bis father, as to take such a step as this. A 
you suro, Callum, tliat you labour under no mistake 1 Öa' 
you seen bim, and conversed with bim 1" 

" Indeed I have," replied Callum, " muckle to my sorro^ 
I saw hira mair nor ance. I spokc to bim, though my fle 
grued as I did sac; «nd though he tried at first to ma 
nie tbink tliat I iiad mista*en my man, he was obliged 
confess that I was right. Sair, sair too I prigget wi' hi 
to leaf^e the ranks of the Usurper, and to gae back wi* r 
tohisain country, where bis friends wad mak' him welcom 
bat he wouldna bear o^t No, nor is that the worst," co 
tinued Callum, bis eyes flashing as he spoke — "he ev 
tempted me to do as he had done, and gae me promise 
promotion as soon as he gol \l\v\u\s^Y *, Wv\«!^x\\Tv^^t 
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üffer. God help me! I lingcred long about E*nbro', in the 

(pup of seeing him again, but I little thought it wad be ia 

aic a form as yon." 

CalluQi's talc was told with so much simplicity and can« 

dour tbat no one for a moment questioned its authenticity. 

It accorded, likewise, too well with the general character of 

the man to permit captious doubts to be entertained as to its 

truth ! and the Statement was in consequcnce detailed to the 

regionent as itstood under arms, that Allan Breck had joined 

the Usurper. A burst of indignation followed the announce- 

ment:. It was declared with one voice that his name s^^ould 

never from that hour be mentioned as belonging to the clan, 

and liis very memory was consigned to oblivion. Neverthe-* 

less, just as the sentence was, there were some there who 

did not agree to it without a pang. But the times were too 

prägnant with great events to permit any minor considera-* 

tioa to eugross men's attention ; and the rearing of the 

Standard in Glenfinnen, which occurred a few hours after- 

wards, caused both the crime and the punishment of Allan 

3reck to be forgotten. 
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CHAPTER III. 



With the extraordinary rapidity with which the Cheva- 
lier filled up his ranks, as well as with the gross errors 
which laid open to him a free passage as far as the vicinity 
of the Scottish capital, the readcr is doubtless acquainted. 
We will not, therefore, pause to describe either the cere- 
Monies which attended that memorable " rearing of the 
*tendard,'^ or the first movementsof the gallant band which 
nllied round it. Enough is done when we State, that 
hke a snow-ball the Jacobite power gathered strength in its 
ProgressL On the 20th of August little more than a thou- 
nnd men composed the sum total ofthat array which aimed 
•t the Subversion of an established Government Its posi- 
ta>t too, was a sterile glen, in a remote corner of tho most 
|J*0C688ible district in the Highlands ;. and its resources— 
-mm], the deFotion, the iDtelligence,Üie^^^Q^>^XL\ 
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thc honour of the handful of brave men who composedl it. 
But thelapee of a few days gave a totally diffcrent aspfiOl 
to the bearing of the adventure. The beginning of Septeipi* 
ber fou»d Charlei Edward master of Perth, ami of all the 
fertile regioa round about ; and ere another fortiiight ex* 
pired, hi&troo]98, novv ewollen to the aniount of between fbor 
tnd five thousand men, were across the Fortb, arvd ia M\ 
march upon Edinburgh. 

Up to thc present nioment the march, thoBgb eondticted 
with Order and regularity, had been enlirely free from the 
excitement of Military adventure, It is true, that for a brief 
Space sanguine hopes werc eutertaincd of being able to bcing 
the English gencral to aetioo uiider circumstances of great 
advantage; for misicd by falso inteUigenee^and «beying the 
positive instructions of the civil aothorities, Cope had rashly 
cnlangled himself in the defiles of the mountains. But that 
ofEcer, warned in time, and made aware that even retreat 
would avail him nothing, ßuddenly altered tbe linc of hi» 
Biarch, and moving upon Invernese, left all the debouche» 
of the mountains open to the choice of 'the Highland leaders^ 
No time was wasled in tedious deliber&tion as to the use 
which it would b^ j^ropcr to make ©f the opportunity. Leav- 
ing Cope to anrase himself a» he best could in the north^ 
Charles Edward poured down into the low-countries^ and 
without so rauch as having seen an enemy, for there was nc 
field-force to harass hiniy arrived, as has just been stated 
within one day^s mareh of the Seottisit eapital. 

On the fifteenth of September, Charles Edward esta« 
blished hi»h€öd-qnarters at Callander House ; the bulk of hif 
army being q,uartered in Falkirk, the remainder in the vil 
kges near. Here Lord Kilrnarnocfc, with such followers f 
he had succeeded in drawing togetl^r, hoisted the wh 
cockade ; while a eelect body of nine hundred men> in wl 
were included the three hundred Mac Diarmids, one of 
best appointed clans in the serviee, received orders to p 
on, so soon os darkness shonld set in,^ opon Linlith^ 
The Prince was htdoced to take this etep in conscqoenc 
tho Information vrhieb he received, that a body of £n^ 
dragoons occnpied the latter town; and that, trastir 
eertain advantagesof podition^theyliaddctermined te 
tain the place to the last extremity. It was the firi 
Bince tho commeneement of the campaign, that either < 
Dr men feit therasolvos in tho conditio^ of troops ma 
to battlo. Tho enthusiasm, thercfbre, was vcry grcf 
wen Parson Neil, who fWlowed bis congrcgatior 
ßeld, avowodJy in the chskvadoT of c\\«L^a\ti^ ia r 
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irpose of sharing their dangers and tbeir bardships, oot 
^xhibited no disposition to repress, bat opeoly partici« 
in their sentiments. The moon was rising from be- 
the Lomond hüls, and the rieh and romantic vale of 
3g lay tranquil beneath her rays, when a corps, inferior, 
t in numbers, to none whicb Europe could have sent 
began to form in marching-order at the eastern ex« 
tyof Falkirk. It consisted of the Strath Diarmid men, 
.'bundred istrong, and of detachments from such of the 
i)ouring clans as were known to be most intimately 
with that tribe ; while the command of the wholo was 
ted to the young Mac Biarmid, a chief whom the 
3, both from policy and personal regard, delighted to 
r. Nothing could exceed the magnificent appearance 
thcse hardy mountaineers presented. Well armed, 
1 with fusees, broadswords and targets, in the very 
of life and füll ef ardour, it needed buta glance along 
lark column, to assure the spectator that if disaster 
the fault .could not rest with the raen. Nor was this 
nlikc the generality of militia, the Highlanders stood 
>ir ranks, silent, attentive, and motionless; giviog 
Lhat not only were the hearts of ind^iduals brave, and 
irois streng, but the minds of all dfl^ impressed with 
cessity of Subordination and discipline. A proud man 
le young chief of Mac Diarmid, as, accompanied by 
1 Neil and one or two gentlemen from the combined 
he rode leisurely from the rear to the frooi of bis com- 
; and joyous indeed was tho tone in which, afler z&* 
:iing that all proper arraQgements wexe made, he gave 
Drd to raove forward. 

t constituted one design of this night-march to surpriset 
ible, the dragpons in their quarters, the utmost caution 
aintained for the purpose of hindering even a ruraoor 
movemenl from preceding its development. Nota 
)e nor other musical Instrument gave the warnine 
but Xhe Order to march beingpassed quietly from ranl 
k, the troops quitted their ground in absolute silence* 
3 nianner the covering parties, both in front and on the 
n)ade aware that all shouting and hallooing was for* 
, kept their üles compact and regulär ; so that one 
never for a moment lose the füll view of the other. 
)nsequence was, that the very cotters, whose dwelliogs 
»assed, remained ignorant that troops wero moving, 
the latenesaof the hour at whicb the march b^^^ ^^tf 
1 as the strict discipline preserved in the town i&l^ .JjjV 
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hindercd any carious inhabitant of Falkirk from boing* privy 
to the expedition. 

Jt was past midßigbt when the detachment hegsrn to movd, 
and as the country was stränge, and tbc impedinyents of 
M^ood and encloeure freqnent, the progress of the eolunHu was 
necessarily slow. Midway between it and the rearmost filet 
\)£ the advanced guard rode Üie yonng chief, attended only 
by Person Neil ; and many and anxious were their ennnises 
as to the probable success of this first warlike undertaking 
in which any portion of the Printers army had embarked. 

" You were out in the fifleen, Parson," said Ibe chief, 
^ and know of what materials these southerns are composcd. 
Will they stay to receive »s, think yool and if they do, is it 
probable that their wntch will be vi^tant?*' 

" Were we opposed now to tbe same description of troopa 
that met us then," replied tbe Parson, "I shoold say that 
WC ure likcly to see blood drawn ere the sun be high in the 
heavens. Red John of the Battles knew well what be was 
about ; and both the officers and troopa under him were not 
the sort of people to be taken by surprise ; but of these red- 
coats i know nothing, farther thau that common report does 
not rank them vejy higltfor discipline, nor even for-courage. 
Yet there is onc wagh cild Puritan ainong them. Gardiner, 
they teil rae, commands oae of the rogiments of dragoons ; 
and if any man can pnt meltle in a body of raw recruits, 
depend upon it that Gardinef is tho fellow to do so," 

" Thcn he will show fight, you think. So be it, i' God's 
ndme ! My fellows, though not muoh aequainted with the 
pedant ruies of war, will teach liim tbe diflference, I guess, 
between the natives of Albyn and the rnnavray Saxons that 
inet him at Sheriff Muir. Yet that ffellow must be past bis 
work now ; he surely served under the Prince of Orange,— 
ot all events under Marlborongh." 

** He is not young, unquestionably, but from all that I call 
gather, bis zcal for tlio 'guid old cause,* ay, and bis courage 
too, have not abated one jot I wo»>der if it be in bis reg^ 
menl that your ill-fated kinsman has taken service." 

♦*I thought, Parson," replied Mac Diarmid, somewhat 
sternly, '* that we h*ad agrccd never to mention that mis* 
creant*s name again." 

'• Perhaps so," replied tbe Parson ; "and as far as alludin£^ 
to it in public goes, I am the last man belonging to the straUi 
that would think of violating that resolotion. - But here^ 
whcre tbere are nooe by to listen, surely I am not guilty of 
t27^critzie^^<tt Ifast you ought not to think sa Ged knoMF% 
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hb father both did and Buffered enough to entitle bis only 
descendant to something like favour." 

^ His iatber was a brave and an honoarable man, wbose 
merits it woold ill become me to deny ; but as to tbe man 
himsclf— you know better tban I> that a greatcr scoundrel 
18 not at this moment unhung. Wbat is it to us hcw- be 
may bav^ disposed of himself r* 

*• Only thus far are wo concemed," rcpTied tbe Parson, 
" tbaty sboold accident bring him in Opposition to onr army» 
even you would experience sometbing like relaetance in 
acting against him.*^ 

•* Wbo, I V* demanded the young cbief : **so help me God l 
I would cleave bim to tfaer cbine, with as much satisfactioD 
as ever 1 sbot a red-diter f Tbe traitor-miscreant, let bim ' 
not cross my patb under tbe id]>edelusion tbat be may do so 
witb impnnity V* 

" I bope not,** answered Neil. '♦Bad a» be is, i am sure* 
tbat be ean never raise an arm »gainst you — and tbe recol«- 
lection of bis fether*s deeds wi)), I trost, hindcr you from 
raising your arm against bim. At all events, let us hope 
tbat lie will not be opposed to us in an affitir like tbis, where 
not to know tbe persons of our enemies m hnpossible. Jf be 
must wiekl bis weapon oa tbe wrong side, may it be wben 
be confronts soroe otber regiment, not ours.'^ 

** üpon my word,** replied tbe cbief, " that is a matter of 
perfect iwlifieTenee to me ; but look ! the sky is reddening — 
And see ! our advaofe bas balted, as if an enemy were in 
sighL'* 

As be uttered tbese words tbe young Commander Struck 
spurs into bis horse and rode fbrward. Parson Neil, on tbe 
c^er band, more aeeustomed to the praetices of war, rode 
back to meet tbe eolirmn,. to tbe offieer in cbarge of wbich 
he gave diroctions, that be shoukl hold hfs people well in 
band ; after whicb be too tomed bis horse*s bead to tbe frontf 
and soon overtook tbe cbief. Tbe latter was close op witb 
the leadiug files, wbich now raoved forward witb caution^ 
inasmucb as tbe gray ligbt of the morning bad disclosed to 
them a mounted patrol oT red-coats» wbo seemed somewbal 
indisposed to qoit tbeir grornid witheoi fighting. 

" Halt the men wbere they are,*' wbispered the Plarson, 
^^and bring up your öankers inmiediately. If we can but 
securc tbe^e fellows, tbe surprise of tbeir comrades i» not 
beyond our reach." But the troopers, tbongb at first tbey^ 
seemed unwilling to yield a foot of gronnd, soon gave pnx^ 
^thiX ihey were not qnite so raw as to be coLUgblm \.\)i\A«i^^. 
Mtar cbecJuug the advanoe of tbe Uighlaiid «kvtmvi^t^^S^ 
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the locreasin^ dajrlight made their nombers apparen^ t 
dragoona whceled about, and hasteniDg at a long trot towai 
liie town, Bueceeded in communicating the alarm to thi 
comrades. An inimediate pursutt was ordered, but it prov 
firuitlesB. As the first of the plaided warriors eatered t 
western eztremity of Linlitbgow, the rear of the Engli 
horse evacuatcd it by the east, not so much as ashot havii 
bcen excbanged between the supporters of the mal dyni 
tics, or a Single priaoncr made on either side« 

The history of the eventful period with which oor tale 
connected, records, that the young Chevalier made bis e 
trance into Linlithgow at teo o'clock the same day on \vhi< 
Gardiner's Dragoons were dislodged by bis advanced guai 
It was Sunday, and the wortby burgners arrayed in the 
best attire, were preparing to attend divine Service in tl 
parish church, wben a rumour, that the ancient city hi 
been honoured once more by the prcsence of a descenda 
(rom the royal lioe,cau8ed an immediate abandooment oft 
^eir pious purposes. Men, womeo, and children flock« 
into the streots, to bid the P^ince welcome. The Prov« 
Indeed, a stanch Jacobite at beart, deeroed it prudent 
retire frora the Mat of bis authority ; and of the Bailies, o 
or two, actuated «ither by principle or fear, saw meet 
follow bis cxample; but even the magistracy of this fa( 
seat of royalty were not universally mindful of Uie oa 
which they had taken. Several official personages w 
among the first to raise the cry, **Long live King Jaqr 
God bloss the Prince Regent !" It was taken up eagerl; 
tbe vulgär — under all circumstances delighting in nove 
while among tbe better classes tbere were few indeed, w 
the associations connected with their venerable pla< 
abode, had not already enlisted, at least in afiection, o 
aide of the adventurer. Nor did the zeal of the citizi 
linlithgow evaporate in empty acclamations. Besides 
ing the white Standard and proclainup^ the King by \ 
drum, they caused a sumptuous entertamment to be pr' 
iat Charles in the town-hall ; at which a tbousand bra 
were uttered, and twice as many promises given,.not 
which ever was, or was moant to be verified. 

It was late wben the Chiefs, all of whoni attendf 
leader on this occasion, quitted the banqueting-roorr 
eloqoeot and boisterous, others confused and obiivi 
Mt a few in a State of total insensibility. Mac 
fübiie» indeed, to wbom the caroof the pickets was i 

tired perfecüy sober; and even he, perhaps, owc 
doritf ia that respect ovei tbe i«il m^inlY to the 
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of Parson Neil, who ceased not from time to time to remind 
him of tbe great responsibility under which he laboured« 
His first Impulse led him where the voice of duty called, to 
Visit tlie outposts. On this, as on almost every other occa* 
sioD, tbe faithful cbaplain attcnded him, and a sbort walk 
under a brigbt and cloudless sky, conducted them to tbe 
point whence their rounds were to commence. Here every 
thing was orderly and correct. From the banks of the Forth 
U> tbe hüls which overlook Linlithgow on the right, a series 
of watch-fires blazed, round wbicb groups of dusky warriors 
might be seen to move ; wh^e in their front again, a line of 
sentinels stood motionless and silent, every faculty being 
merged in the senses of sight and hearing. 

^ Wbat a glorious sjfiectacle !" said tbe young chief, as 
from a gentle eminence near the main road hc surveyed the 
warlike scene befbre bim. " Can the imagination of man 
conceive any thing more magnificent tban this ? Only look 
at tbe countenances of these men as the fiaroe falls ovcr 
tbem, and teil me whether the expression of determined 
resolution could be more faithfully delineated. How I envy 
the Prince wbom such an army follows l — what can resisk 
liimr' 

The Parsern sroiled ; for though be reposed in tbe couragd 
of the clans not less confidence tban bis companion, the 
paucity of their numbcrs, as well as the diffidcnce with 
which the Lowlanders came in to join them, were subjccts 
which he could not at any moment lay out of consideration« 
Ünwilling, bowever, to damp the ardour of Mac Diarmid, he 
abstained Irom bringing his own misgivings into view; and 
contended bimself with giving a ready acquiescence to the 
iavourable opinion which bis young friend entertained of 
the troops whom he commanded. Yet there will be need 
of caution as well as courage," added he ; ** and above all» 
of tbe most complete devotion of heart and soul amongthose 
who Support his claim. Jf the slightest disunion arise, we 
are lost ; and you know your countrymen sufficiently to be 
aware that grounds of jealousy are seldom far to seek among 
them. What if the prefcrence which his Royal Highness 
has displayed for yourself should have already disgusted tbe 
Chiefs of other clans !" 

" In that case two events would foUow of course. First,- 
Imyself would call personally to account any man who 
presumed to question the Prince's authority or my own • 
Claims; and secondly, the whole army would, I am sure» ^M 
eombioc to expel bim from its ranks. But you take 8J\ ei^> if^m 
treme view of the case, with a vetigfiMic^ V "^ ^ ^\^ ^iaKöÄ ^^B 
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enough in many rcspects, but not quitc so foolish as yoti 
would make us." 

^ And does not your own behaviour, my dear Mac Diar* 
mid, justify me in the most outrageous ot' my BuspicionsV* 
demanded Neil. " If you, whom I have hitberlQ regarded 
86 a reasonable mortal, can dream of founding a personal 
quarrcl with any one on such provocation, what are we to 
anticipate clsewhere? Depend upon it, that when jea- 
lousies do arise, and that thc seeds of them are sown already 
I am too well assured, it is not thus that we niay hope to 
alJay them." 

•* Why, how would you have them allayed 1" 

*' Permit me, in my tufn* to ask you a piain question. 
Are you sincerely devoted to the cause of your rightful so- 
vereign 1" 

"Can you doubt it 1" replied the youn^ chief; " were the 
case otherwiße, should I be where I ami" 

" I do not doubt your loyalty," answered Neil ; " but 
what I do question is the exclusiveness, if I may so express 
myself, of that principle. Are there not many considcra-» 
tions which you prefer to the success of the cause ]" 

" None, so help me Heaven ! I am ready to sacrifice all 
— ^lands, fortune, iife itself — provided I see the rightful 
monarch restored to the throne of his ancestors." 

** All this, too, I believe— indeed, you have placed land« 
fortune, and lifo in jeopardy, by the simple act of appearingf 
in arms against the Government But can you go fartherl 
Suppose an unreasonable demand were made: — it would of 
course be most unreasonable, that you should resign your 
place in the line in fkvour of the Macdonalds, the Camerons» 
or the Fräsers: — :Would you yield thati" 

"And sacrifice^ the honour of my people by so doingl" 
replied the chief! ; "No ; not if an earl's Coronet were the 
bribe!" 

" Yet you affect to deride my apprchensions that we carry 
about with us tbe seeds of dissolution." 

"Hark ! what sound is thati*' interruptcd Mac Diarmid. 
They listened; and the clattering of hoofs came down upoa 
the wind, at.first reroote, and scarce distinguishable from 
tHk waving of th^^ boughs, but attaining every moment & 
grSiter degreo of dAstinetne«& There was but one horse in 
motion, that was Mdent enougfa ; bat the furious rate «t 
which it was drivcmDb^emed to imply, either that the aniroal 
ran at large, or^ which was much more probable, that Borae 
Jbasty messenger bestrode it. The iriends looked towards % 
Sweep in the road, that lay Cor a cQiCAvd^nüble erteilt benoath 



ALLAir BKEOK. 37 

them. A solilarv csvaJier, nialiing from benealh a Ebreen 
of low underwood, Buddenly emerged upoD it He came od 
towardB theadvanced eentriea at the füll apecdof hie chargier. 
He was cballenged — rcplicd Dat — and inBtantly a muBket 
waa Breä. Aaother fuUowed, sod boree aud man come to 
the ^und. 

"Tbey have kjlleil him, by heaveiM !" exciaimcd Mac 
Diannid. " Let us go and see who he ia." 

Tliey did ao ; but ere thcy had traversed half the space 
tbat jntcrvened between the picket and the advanccd eext- 
Iries, their alarm for the aafcty of the unknown ijidividual 
was removed. His horse alone, it appeared, liad rcccived 
the ahot — whilc the rider, exIricBtinghicnself fram hla fallen 
eteed, camc oa witlioiit a check, andsurrendered himself to 
the Dien who had fired upon bim. He waa imrnediately 
conducted to the rear, and bad proceeded so far, that Mac 
Diarmid and the Fareon met him and his escort, just as they 
began to arrive within tlie influence of the watch-fire. 

"A monstroüs strapping fellow," wliispcrcd the chief to 
hie chaplain ; " and well appointed too. I wondcr what 
could have induced him to come over to us." 

The Pareon turned round to survey the stran^r. A piece 
ofdry wood which liad bcen rccently kid on, ig-nited at tlie 
moment, and cast a strong light ovet his coontenaiice. A 
Single glance siifBced to satisty all present that it was not 
the fiuie of a strenger. The English trooper — the deeerler 
from the Elector'e raobs—thc double traiior to bolli causas, 
was Allan Breck < 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Thb horror of tlie «pectators when the truth became 
j^rent to them was only to be equalled 'by their surpr 
Those who led him in leaped back a couplc of paces fi 
their prisoner, while from the rest a low murraur burst fo 
expressive of that kind of feeling which men are apt to 
perience when some peculiarly harrowin^ spectacle bu 
suddenly on their view. This was followed by the n 
perfect silencc, every eye heing at the same time rivc 
upon the countenabice of the intruder. 

" Am I so much.'changed 1" demanded Allan with a bi 
smile. "Does this gaudy livery disguise the wearer 
completely that bis fery kinsmen cease to recognise h 
Crentlemen, I am Allan Mac Diarmid, the son of Norn 
of whom you have all heard, whom most of you remem 
Do you know me how ]" 

•* Too well !" teplied the chief sternly ; " though, wei 
otherwise, who could wonder 1 It is the first time the 
Mac Diarmid has everconfronted bis chief in the garb ( 
traitor. Let him be taken to the rear," continued he, 
dressing hjmself to one of the officcrs ; " and see that st 
guard is fiept over him. We will inquire into his casi 
60on i^Jleisure permits ; in the mean while take care I 
he b^Torthcoming when wanted; and shoot him, as 
would a dog, if he attempt to escape." 

•* Escape !" exclaimed Allan, haughtily, " I did not C( 
ler for the purpose of escaping again ; nor am I what 

me, Mac Diarmid, a traitor, at least to you. The 
fwhose pay I have drawh, and whom I have sw 
selve, might apply the epithet to me with some s 
justice ; but it comes ill from those, to whom I have 
tarily transferred my allegiance at the hazard of r 
However, do with me what you will ; I offer neithf 
iance nor jemonstrance.** 
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" He speaks truly," observed Parson Neil, whom the re» 
colleclion of otKer years melted inlo a willing forgetfulneai 
of more recent transactions. " Howewer discreditable to 
his name that he sbould have joined the Usurper's army at 
all, that Single circumstance canriot convict hiai of treason. 
Our project was yet in abcyance, the royal stfindard had not 
been hoisted, when Ijo so far forgot what was due to the 
memory of his ancestors as to swear allegiance to the Elec-- 
tor. You may place hirn in arrest if you choose, but it must 
be on other groiind than that of treason." 

'* How coines it ihat wo have the honour to see you here 
under any circumstances, more eepecially at this raomentl" 
Said Mac Diarmid, addressing himfie^with marked coldness 
to Allan. ^ 

"Because frorp t§e momcnt I became aware that your 
enterprise was in progress, I determinetl to slmrc the fate of 
my kindred, and to baitie for the right. Iiong und anxiously 
have 1 waitcd an opportunity to join you, but never tili last 
night did such present itself. Yet 1 advanco no ciaim on 
your r(?gard, Mac Diarrnid, nor on yours, my excellcnt 
tutor ; I cannot cvon n^sk your pity, for 1 feel tiiat through 
me llie name of Mac Diarrnid has been disgraced. I am 
prepared to cxpiate the crime, if need be, with my blood. 
Here is my sword, sir," continued he, unbuckling his broad- 
sword and handing it to the chief: " it has never yet been 
drawn against you, nor shall itnow resist whatevermandate 
you may bo pleascd to issue concerning its owner. I am 
your prisoncr." 

" Novv, by mine lionowr," said the young chief, addressing 
himself in a half-whisper to Parson Neil, " this is not what 
I had anticipated, nor quite in keeping with the picture 
which you, njy good friend, have drawn. Tliere is Submis- 
sion here, and evidence of the desire, at least, to make 
amends by the future for the crrors of the past. Can we 
trust the promisc, think you ?" 

". Doiibt it not !" roplicd Parson Neil, eagerly, on whom 
the subdued tone of xMlan's manner had produced a streng 
effect. " These are the first proofs which he has given for 
many a long day that something of the blood of the old stock 
is in him. Let me be caution for his fidelity ; and as to 
courage and conduct in the field, there needs no man's 
but his own. I will spcak to him." 

The good Parson did so, and found, with equal satisfaction 

and astonishment, that Allan was an altered man. He coo* 

demned his own conduct in the severest terms, assured his 

friend that he desircd nothing upou eax\ki ^Ts:.^y^''issi^. 
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opportunity miofht be aiforded of recovering hie characteff 
and conducted himself throu^hout with eo much correctness 
and modesty that the Parson's prcjudiccs — not at any period 
rancorous — gavö way. The consequence was Ihat he be- 
came an earncst suitor in the unhappy youth's favour, and 
tbat the chief, after Consulting with the principal gentlenien 
öf the clan, consented to revoke the sentence of degradation 
which cut off Allan f»om all communion and fellowehip with 
his countrymen. That night Allan exchanged his dragooD 
uniform for the tartans, aiid on the morrow marched in the 
foremost files of the Chevaüer^s advancec^guard. 

Of the captare of Edinburgh, the battle of Preston Fans, 
and the subseqaent ad||Dce into England, we are not called 
upon to give in this place any account ; ther tale is familiär 
to every reader of hietory ; nor are the 4|Dses which brought 
about an abandonment of the enterprise, at a moment when 
success lay within the grasp ofthose engaged, any longer a 
flccret Those jealoasies and heart-burnings, of which the 
seeds werc sown in the andient antipothies of families, soob 
began to flourisfa and bring forth their cuetomary fruit. 
There was wrangling and discord in the camp, while yet it 
occupied the Scottish border ; long ere the centre of Eng- 
land wasattaincd, the most melancholy dissensions prevailed« 
The consequence was that fatal delermination which led to 
the retreat from Derby, and soaled for over the destiny of s 
race, not more conspicuous for their errors than their mis-- 
fertunes. 

Throughout the progress of the campaign, Allan, true to 
on© part of the pl«dge which he had given, conducted him- 
«elf with extraordinary courage and fidelity. The first in 
the advance, the last in the retreat, ever forward in courting 
danger, and füll of intelligence and activity, bis daring 
courage commanded the admirationof all even in that band* 
fbl of heroes. But it was only amid the din of battle, and 
in the discharge of duties strictly professional^ that Allan 
fulfiUed the expectations of his chief. His habits of intern» 
perance, ferocity, and Insubordination, appeared to be beyond 
the rcach of moral influence. Proud, jealous, prompt to 
take offence ; unforgiving and recklees in gratifying his 

tiours; the very raen who most admired his conduct i' 
presence of the enemy, were the first to shun his socif 
where. Not only, therefbrc, were the antipathies 
Bewed, which in thcdaysof hisboyhood rcndered bim a str 
ger among his relati ves, but estra ngement gre w into a vcrsi 
and aversion into hate ; tili at last hi^ presence among th 
WBM toierated rather with a view of obliging Parson N 
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than because hks most bittter enemies could not fail to a€- 
knowledge that he wae a brave and ^llant soldier. 

If the Mac Diarmidfi had with difficulty submitted to the 
üisolence of Allan at a period when the prospect of victory 
rendcred thcm tolerant of almost all lesser grievances, their 
restlessness under his command became more and moro ap- 
parent, in proportion as the cause4|o which they were at- 
tached assumed a desperate aspecJT'^ Durin^ the forced 
march that carried them from Derb^.to Carliele, more than 
one disturbance occurred, which was not appeased without 
great exertion oi^ th84Mirt of the chicf. But the reckleis 
bravery of the young tnan, to Aubiclithe Prince himself had 
been a frequent eye-witncss, mlflkrated in securing for 



him the support^ofJyB superiors. . sRvertheless, the necee' 
aity of keoping hid9q[)art from tAe^ody of the clan, as well 
as of giving to his activc mind füll cmployinent, was recog- 
nised by all. Hc was accordingly selected for the Perfor- 
mance of a duty ftjl of hazard, and as suMj)* peculiarly 
acceptable to himsfelf— he was put in charge of a Ikxly of 
hardy voliinteers, with Orders to cover the retreat of the 
army. Allan found here ample employment both for mind 
and body. Even when no enemy pressed him, the care of 
bringing forward stragglers, as well as the necessity of ex- . 
«reising a ceaseless vigilance, compelied him to keep his 
temper under control ; and hence from the date of tho skir- 
mish at Cliflon, tili the battle of Falkirk had been fought, 
Qot a camplaint of his irregularities or misconduct reaclied 
hcad-quarters. 

It was on the first of February, 1746, that the scouts be- 
ionging to the corps of which Allan was in command, found 
themselves threatened by an advanc^ party from the Duke 
of Cumberland^s army. His Royal Highness, alarmed at 
the repulse of Hawley, and otherwise urged forward by the 
wishcs both of the sovereign and the army, had assumed the 
command in Scotland a few days previously ; and after de- 
voting thirty hours to the adjustment of civil affairs in Edin- 
burgh, put himself at the hcad of ten thousand men, and 
began a rapid march towards Stirling, of which the Cheva- 
lier was thcn conducting the siege. The thirty-first of 
January found the Duke with his head-quartcrs at |^ 
lithgow ; the day foUowing ßaw him advancing west^^H 
in two columus, while his lino of march was judicioWy 
covered at an interval of some miles, by a very efficient body 
of dragoons and light infantry. 

Made awarc of the dangor that threatened, and too weak 
by far to resist it, Charles Edward ditecV^^ «vxOci vc^^^^ax^^ 
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to be adopted as ap[)eared to bold out the best pro<iii 
protractingf a catastrophe, whicb thetnoet sanguine coi'lc 
under bis circumstances, hope to evade. Allan j>: 
Corps, re-enforced by a hundred Camerons, spread itself 
the skirts of the Torwood, and made ready to disput 
passes between that natural barrier, and the ^rand < 
which the besÜBgingjjjmy had established in St. Nin 
Mean while, the maiffbody, which had suffered severe 
the prosecution of a business, to theaccomplishment of v 
the Highlanders wcre cx)mpetent neither from experi 
oor skill, continued to press the sifge ^nder arrangen 
which admitted of it^ba*donment, whenever the re 
of the little coverin^nrpshouid g\re a signal to th; 
fect. The batterin^Hps, clumsy ^^ unportable al 
best, were worked to tM last momenfljedjre-bammers 
which to break the trunnions, and spikes, lyingbeside t 
while tlie baggage, and as much aroniunition as the s( 
means of tjKisport would allow, w6rQ all packed and 
secretly forward, on the road to the Pörds of Frevv. 
hoping on to the last that tlie chapter of accidents i 
fkvour him, because aware that Blakney had well niijl 
pended both bis provisions and bis shot, Charles Ed 
clung to an enterprise in which he ought never to hav 
barked, and kept up the countenance of a besicging i 
while all the views of bis principal officers were direct 
a flight. 

• The day had dawned sorae time, when Allan, who 
pied with a long line of double sentries the skirts c 
Torwood within a league of Falkirk, beheld from the r 
a cottage to which he had ascended, the advanccd gui 
the King's army approaching. Delighting in nothii 
much as the hurry and excitemeut of battle, he insl 
descended from bis Station, and calling in bis renioter 
collected bis whole strength, barely two hundred men, 
to occupy in force the thickets and enclosures on eacl 
of the road. At the same time he despatched an orde 

Se rear for the purpose of warning the officer in com 
St Ninian^s that his post was threatened ; and that i 
time for making arrangements as to the disposal c 

«gazine of gunpowder, which, by a license not unusi 
r, had been established in the parish church. This 
' passed with a rapid stride along the front of his 
line ; and animating the men to do their duty, at the 
time that they should show themselves pliable and obc 
to command, he awaited the result with all the co< 
timt in aa especial manaer belonged to him. 
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On came the Sönthems in excellent order, and being 
faeaded by ofiicers öf experience, with a greater show w 
resolution thon might have been expected from troops as yet 
Bcarce recovered from the eftects of a dbfeat They, too, 
Bpread tbemselves along the face of the wood, and taking 
«dvantage of every detached tree,ditch, mud-wall, and other 
Cover, pushed forward with great gallantry, not divested of 
caution. In a moment the ancient forest rang with the 
Sharp, quick, but detached reports, which give its peculiar 
character to an animated skirmish. On both sides the aflair 
was maintained with thegreatest ardour and determination, 
*nd for Bome minutes it appeared extremely doubtful 
whether, with all their superiority ii^point of numbers, the 
^ssailants would su^ed in forcing from their ground this 
wnd of obstinate monntaineers. 

Not for one moment misied by the apparcnt equality of 
tbe contest, Allan, whose eagle-eye ranged every where, 
8aw that the enemy protracted the struggle in front, for the 
porpose of enabling them to throw a portion of their troops 
Tound his left and in bis rear. He saw, likewisc, that it 
Was impossible to prevent the accomplishment of this ma- 
BOBovre, inasmuch as his people found more than sufficicnt 
fmployment in retarding the force with whit^h they were 
unmediately engagod. He made up his niind to retroat, and 
under the excitement of an aflair as animaling as any to 
which war introduces its votary, he took his nieasures with 
thedelibcration and calmnoss which belong only to courage 
of the highest order. File by file his men were thrown back, 
tili a inere line of sentries at last faced the enemy, and 
when these began to fcol the pressure of overwhclming 
numbers, cven they were carried to the rear. A race of 
Bomething more than a league followed, in which the High- 
landers, from the nature of their equipment, and their pre- 
vious habits, had greatly the advantage; by" which means 
the Carron was passed in safety,and the strcam which flows 
through the vilLage of Baiinockburn traversed. On tho far- 
ther bank of thattiirii, however, AllangÄed his men,- and 
occupying the housesnnd park-walls wwB^commanded the 
approach on tbe opposito side, he waitcd quietly to renew at 
an increascd advantage the game of the mominT^. ^ 

He had held his gronnd some hours, and the enemy we0 
just beginning to show themselves on the opposite ridgc, 
when a rumour, whence emanating no one appeared to know» 
ipread along the line, that the main army, afler dostroying 
'. their cannon and sacrificing the hospital, had m^^^ V3cv^ 
' liege ofStirling Castle, and was in M\ teU^^X« ^\\a ^^^^V 



\ 



"34 ALLAN BRECK. 

produced was exactly such as an untoward report is a!>t kc 
produce upon men jaded with severe service, exbausted tor 
want of food, and diffident of the final issue of the contestin 
"which they are engaged. A power which at dawn of day 
tbey despised, or at least experienced uo disinclination to 
encounter, now seemed to their jaundiced eyes altogether 
frresistible. The enemy crowncd the opposite ridge. ^ 
dint ofcxtraordinary labour they had succeeded in bringiog 
up a four-poundcr, which immediately opened upon tbe 
houses commanding the bridge, and as the second sbot 
chanced to enter by a window and to dcstroy two out of 
four persons in the room, the moet exaggerated opinions 
were instant! y taken yp as to the effect of its fire. It was 
to no purpose that Allan exposed himself in every quarter 
where danger seemed the most immüent. The very men 
"who had recently remonstrated against bcing withdraWDf 
when their flank was tnrned, and their existence threatened» 
could now with difficulty be persuaded to maintain a narrow 
and intricate defile; nor after a column of attack was fairly 
ibrnied on the opposite side, could eithcr bis entreaties or 
remonstrances avail. The houses, the walls, a varietyof 
impediments, indeed, forming as streng a barrier as mea 
would desire to maintain, were precipitately relinquishedi 
atid the rear-guard of the Highland army fled, rathei* thaa 
feil back, on the road to St. Ninian's. 

Long and anxiously had Allan listeued for that tremeft- 
dous Crash which was to teil that the magazine in the s'A' 
läge, towards which he was now hurried, had ceased to be. 
Aware of the intentions of the Prince, he had sent morf 
than one messenger to the rear, for the purpose of warniv 
the officer in command that bis fated hour was come; b 
both tbe eye and tbe ear told him that his warnings b( 
been neglected — for the old church still stood in its inb 
grity, and thffwir feit no shock. At every step which carric 
nim nearer and nearer to St Ninian's bis anxiety and dii 
tress increased. If that magazine should fall into t^ 
enemy^s hands, tl|B consequences to the cause would be w 
serious, to bim^iMlibsolutely fatal. It was true that 
immediate care of firing the train had been committ 

fother, and that ample time had \)oen aflJorded for th 
nent of the trust. Still Allan knew tliat he was m 
«onal favourite with his brother officers ; and he conc 
as a matter of coursc, that the blame of the failure 
such occur, would be unsparingly cast upon him. 
be said that he had not maintained his ground eo lo 
mlgbt Jbave done, and as tbose in his rear had a 
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; nor whcti he thought of the unaccountable panic 
vhich the bridge of Bannockburn had been abandoned, 
find it an easy matter to devise the argument by 
such a Charge would be rebutted. On other poiDts 
vas lax eoough. Truth, honour, good-feeling, were 
m too much terms of Convention, and he was apt to 
et them generally as suited bis own humours, or ap- 
to promise best for his own advantage. Bot of a 
Y reputation he was truly ambitious. His chagrin, 
re, amounted to absolute rage, as minute af\er minute 

without bringing the dcsired result to pass; and 
t last his party gained the eastern end of the viJIage, 
! eh u roh stood as it had done all along, in its integrity, 
e passed all bounds. After rallying, with no slight 
ty, a portion of the fugitives, and imploring them to 
eir ground only for ten minutes, he ran to the rear, 
ind to his amazement that the guard had retreated, 
; the magazine with all its Contents to the enemy. 
chnrch in which the Chevalior had laid up his stock 
)owder, stood sornewhat apiirt from the main road, at 
Lance of a bow-shot from the centre of the village. 
had hurried towards it ulonc, and appreheusive that 
ividual cxertions might not sufficeto effect the object 
he had in view, he now ran back with the hope of 
g sonie stragglers belonging to his corps. Half a 
moro niaslers of themselves than the rest, obeyed 
ind thesf,', compelling oneor two of the villagers to 
ran towards the church. The door, which was locked, 
l to thcir united efforls and flew open. A powder- 
^as knocked in the head, and the contents boing 
d across the church-yard, and for some distance down 
le, a long train was formed. It was yet incomplcte 
a furious rattle of musketry from the eastern end of 
läge told that the enemy were advancing. Allan 
le train — it blazed up — but having been inadvertently 
over a pool or quagmire in the road, it expired again 
t communicating with the church. Ho would have 
another, but time sufBced not. Down came his own 

alonof the street, hotly pursued by the enemy, and 
/ were the rcd-coats-approaching the turn of the laj^. 
was not a moniont to bc lost. " At least thcy sipDl 
r that I shrank from dcvoting rayseif!" exclaimed Al- 
\s he uttered this he ran towards the church, pis^ 
J. He fired — in an instant there arose a volume of 
overhung by a cloud, dense as ever canopied the aky 
great deluge. For miles arouvuli \)a^ ^^tV^ ^«^'~" 
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if fVom the effect of an carthqoake ; and the choreh|Witli all 
its Contents, was scattered in a thousand ahivers over tbe 
ikce of the country. Allan gazed for a moment on the work 
of bisown hand, and then feil prostrate to the ground. Tbere 
went through his system a shock such as caused every fibt^ 
to relax. All outward objects faded from his sight; and tbe 
&culties of sense, motion and consciousness ceased to op<^ 
rate. 



CHAPTER V. 



When he recovered from that swoon, Allan found himself 
lying beside a newly made grave, amid a mass of smoking 
ruins, of which not a fraguient had touched his person. 
Hugc blocks of stone vvere driven far into the soll on all sideö 
of bim; while of the church nothing now reniained except 
tbe tower, which having by some stränge accident e&cape^ 
the concussion, Stil 1 reared its shapcless head towards heaven 
For a moment Allan experienced that total obliviousneff 
which is the usual attendant on a complete Suspension ( 
tbe vital powers. He stared wildly around him, and Ü 
effect even of outward objects in bringing back the memo 
to an exercise of its powers, was both gradual and imp 
fect 

Having satisfied liimself that he was yct in the land 
the living, and that the sun on which he gazed was sett 
pale and sickly behind the snowy tops of the Grampi? 
Allan made an effort to rise, an Operation which he did 
accomplish tili after repcated trials, and no inconsider 
degree of suffering. The trnth indeed is, that the vic 
concussion of the air had affocted his joints, and indeer 
«hole of his body, exnctiy as if he had sustained a fall 
a^eat height. He feit stiff, bruiscd, and battored ; o 
linibs, when he strove to exercise thum, refused at 
follow the dictates of volition. Bnt as Allan's mim 
vered its tone, the necessity of exertion at every cost b 
more and more apparent. He looked round in vain 
tnces of bis own command. Not a Uving man v 
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Seen ; and of the few corses that lay near, all were so tho- 
roughly mutilated and diefigured as to be beyond the reach 
of recognition. Yet of one fact, in the highest degree con- 
solatory under existing circumstanceg:, Allan soon bccame 
aware. There was no tumult in the village, nor any other 
of tlie signs which denote the presonce of a military force ; 
and he was led in consequence toconcludc that if bis friends 
had evacuated St. Ninian's, as it was probable that they had, 
the enemy at least were not in possession. Cheered by 
this idea, he collected the rcmains of bis strength ; and 
turning down the lane advanced slowly, painfully, and with 
extreme caution towards the village. 

The effects of the explosion, as he passed farther and far- 
ther from the churcli-yard, appeared scarcely less awful 
than the scene of utter desolation which he had quitted. 
Houses Struck by fragments of the shivered chürch, present- 
ed huge breaches in their walls or roofs, as if a battery of 
cannon had played on them for half a day. Others, shaken, 
as it seemed, by the artificial earthquake, showed rents and 
crevices from the eaves to the foundation ; whilc one or two, 
Oh whose thatch blazing beams had fallen, were themselves 
burned to the ground, or still smouldered in their own ruins. 
Nor were other and still more melancholy proofs of desola- 
üon wanting. Here and there, on each side of the way, the 
lK)dy of a peasant might be disccrned, Woody and disfigured, 
while in ono instance, at least, a poor woman seemed to 
liave caught: the blow ; for she had stifFened in her göre, 
and a dead infant lay beside her. There were, probably, 
few men in either army less given to the melting mood than 
Allan ßreck, yet even he failed to suppress a shudder, as he 
threaded bis way. amid spectacles so revolting. 

Encouraged by the silence which prevailed on all sides, 
Allan crcpt on tili he gained a point, whcnce, under cover 
of a garden-wall, he was enabled to command a view of the 
long, narrow street almost from one extremity to the other. 
It was entirely deserted. Not even a villager appeared to 
liave remained for the protection of bis property ; and of the 
troops that lately contested its possession, only the wreck 
Was left. A dead Highlander lay in bis tartans, bis fusee 
grasped in bis band, not far from the summit of a little emi- 
nence that divides the village, while, lower down on the 
filope, were three of the King's soldiers, all of them lifeless. 
There was a wounded horse too, which, in the hurry of the 
Btrife, its owner had not pau^ed to free from its agony ; and 
of cape, bonncts, and broken arme, the usual quantity was 
(beipb Like the sea-shore ailcr a storixi) inde^^Üv« \\\^^si|^ 
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was every \vhere strewcd with the wrcck of the combatanti; 
but of living men, no trace could be discerned. 

Uncertain to what cause the absence of the enemy oaght 
to be attributcd, Allan hesitated sonic timc ere he made up 
his mind to pass on, and when he did, it was with as much 
caution as if ambuscades had been arrayed on evcry side. 
The State of his limbs, moreover, which rendered flight im- 
possible, imposcd upon him a double necessity of circam- 
spection, inasmuch as it was only by shunning the observu- 
tion of the disaffected that he could hope to cscape at all. 
He looked iinxiüusly towards Stirling, but there every object 
tendcd to convince him that the Royalists were all-powerfuL 
The last rays of thesun dispiayed the red-cross flag waving 
triumphantly from the battlcments; the cannon, moreover, 
were mute, and the deserted aspect of the Gowling Hills 
showed that the siege was abandoned. There, therefore, 
there was no place of refuge for him, and how he should be 
able to rcach the Fords of Frew in his presenthelpless cod- 
dition he knew not All, indced, that he did know amount- 
ed to this, that if be failed to elude the Observation of bis 
enemies, his life was not worth two hours' purchase. 

Feeble from his hurts, and exhausted for want of food, for 
he had caten nothing since daybreak in the morning, he took 
at random a sort of by-road, which, carrying him wide of 
the Castle, promised to affbrd at least temporary security 
from pursuit Hc followcd it unmolested tili the night be« 
gan to close in, when the path, suddenly joining a wider 
road, on one side of which a sprcading oak upreared itselC 
a vague recollection that he was not altogether in a stränge 
district came upon him. Without hesitation, he took to the 
lefl, and pursued the road with all the energy of which he 
was master; but nature failed to sustain herseif so as to 
bring his doubts and hopes to an issue. He had proceeded 
about a mile, had passed a rough and rocky eminence, over- 
grown with furze and broom, and had gained the lower ex- 
tremity of a sloping road, more than ever abounding in fa- 
miliär objects, when his strength gave way. The stars, 
which had hithorto guided him, appeared toilose their lustre 
— the rock, that overhung him on the right, tottered — a 
film came over his eyes, and he sank to the earth. 

Ho had lain there some time, altogether incapable of ex- 
ertion, and though suüiciently sensible to be aware of his 
own Situation, too feeble to express that consciousness by 
voice or gesture, when his ear caught the light tread of 
feet, planted apparently with caution, and a low whiepering, 
9B of two persons, who approached the spot where \ß lay. 
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iVe have said that his senses had not deserted him, nor 
»uld he be ignorant that, circumstanced as he then was, 
»posure, even for one night, to the frost, which now set 
tarply in, must prove fatal. All hia energies were, there- 
bre, called up, for the pnrpose of enabling him to catch the 
ittention of the passers-by; for there is an instinct of self- 
weservation which never fails to operate, even when rea- 
»n whispers that the life thus saved may or will be sacri- 
Bced by its preserver. To Allan, thereforo, the idea brought 
10 alarm, that, in all probability, he would betray hirnseif 
ioto the hands of the enemy; indeed, the Single impulse 
Qoder which he acted, was that nameless and overwhelm* 
ing horror which all animals experiencc when contera- 
plating the immediate approach of death. He groaned au- 
^bly, and, by a desperate effort, raised his band so far as to 
cause a slight flutter of the plaid which partly overhung it. 
The Signal was not thrown out in vain. 

" What was thati" exclaimed a female voice, as the foot- 
Äeps became snddenly arrcsted. "Didna ye hear a moani 
•Hind See, there's something aneath that bush, sister, — what 
can it be V 

"It's some o' our ain folk in distress, Janet, or my eesight 
^eceives ine," was tho answer. But Allan neither heard 
Dor saw more ; the last exertion of his physical strcngth 
PlOved too much for him, and he faintedr 

How long the fit might have lasted it was, of course, im- 
POBsible to teil, but when Allan once more opencd his eyes 
^n the living world, the scene of his existence appeared 
to have undergone a total change. A winter's sun was 
■lüning with cold yellow radiance through a small window, 
^ed, to all appearancc, in the gable of a house,and lighted 'Wk 
op an apartment of limited dimenaions, but exceedingly W^ 
komfortable, and completely furnished. The sloping roof 
showcd indeed, that it was a garret, and, on withdrawing 
tlie bangings of his bed, Allan perceived that the utmost 
pOßsible use lied been mado of the dormitory, inasmuch as a 
«econd couch abutted on his own. This, however, was not 
the only discovery which a glance from his resting-place 
enabled him to effect There sat, in an easy*chair, close 
to the head of his bed, a female, whom a single glance 
Berved to convince him that he had secn bcfore, and who no 
looner behold him move, than she rose, looked him kindly 
in the face, and smiled. 

•* Vm blithe to see you look about you again, my dear," 
nid a Toice familiär to his ear as that of his mother, " and 
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blither still to find that ye hae strength to sit up and gk 
as if ye wad aek questions. I houp ye feel better 1*' 

" Much, mydear rnadam/* replieid Allan; '* indeed,! 
say that I feel altogetbcr myself a^in. ßut where at 
— how camc I liere ? And you — are not you the same 
lady to whom, sotne months ago, both I and Mr. Macphe 
were indebted for protection in the hour of need !" 

" Trouth am I, Allan, my dearl and a God's provid 
it was that scnt me and Janet dandering out by last n 

1'ust in time to save you frae perishing o' cauld and hur 
Jut ril no' lat you spcak ony mair tili yeVe taen somet 
lo strengthen you ; and thon, Vm thinking, ye'll hae U 
Bwer our queries before you can reasonably expect i 
answcr yours." 

So saying, the old lady hurried from the apartn 
leaving him to exercise, as hc best might, that fa( 
which is never so busy as when amplc means of satisf 
the curiosity lie just within rcach. But shc was not 
äbsent In a few minutes sho retu^ncd, bcaring in her i 
a cup of warm broth, which Allan necded littlc pcrdU! 
to Bwallow; aller which shc again insiäted on his 1 
down, positively refusing to hold the slii^htest convers 
with him before the morrow. It was to no purpoöc th 
endeavourcd to protest against tho decisioii ; jus rmrsr 
resolute. He found, on inaking the tri;il, tliut his *!tr 
was too much exhausted to pormit his actiiiiT in dvüu 
her conmiands ; for he was altogether iiicap:i!)lo of 
upright. Porforce, thercfore, he swallovvod in silcnc 
ever his attendant offercd, and soon reaped the advar 
her stcadincss by droppin^ into a profound and rc 
filumber. 

From that deep sleep Allan awoke an cntirely n 
The Btiffness was removed from his joints — tho pul 
head beat calm and regulär — his rospiration cir 
and but that an cxcessive languor still chained 1^ 
pillow, hc feit, or fancied, that he was in a condit 
the field again, and follow the sUmdard of his ](?ae 
he spoke of doing so, however, the old lady laug 
scorn. 

" Just bide content whar ye are, my dear, 
langer. In God's ain gude time your strengt 
bacK; and when it does, awa wi' ye, and my 
follow ! But now ye wad do nae gude to ony 1 
florely burthen yourself.' 'Od, I wad tak in 
foundcr ye mysel' !** 

** Weh then," replied Allan, " if you will 
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lo go on my way, at least have the kirldness to inform tne 
how I came into your hands, and v^heüQe it is that ynu take 
an interest in the welfare of one so little deservingl" 

" 4s to your deserts, Allan, we'll no' sayQnair aboot 
thero, tljan that ye've done your duty to your Prince as be- 
came your father's son, and that by sae doing ye hae blottcd 
oot all mcmory of past follies. For the rest, trouth, 1 kcnna 
how ye got here, binna that my sister Janet and rae fuund 
yc, last night, senscless and exhausted, under a buss at the 
fit o' the entry. We saw only that ye wore the tartans, and 
we garred our folk carry you ha nie, j nccdna add that, 
finding who it was when the light came, took nacthingfrae 
cur satisfaction in having recovered a deeing man." 

"Oh, I romomber now!" exclaimed Allan; "the pistol- 
shot — the oxplosion of the churcli — the stnnning efiect of 
that terrihle crash — the horrid nppearance of St. Ninian's 
when con^ci()^sncss returnod — my own wrctched State — 
iny flight — and the last dancin«r früiupso of stars, treos and 
rocks. All that I remembcr porfoctly, na well ;'? something 
like a dreani of voices, whonce pr(»ceeriing I know not. But 
wbo, my dear madam, are you I for sarcly this is not the 
first timo that we have met — and my namc and history ap- 
pear alike familiär to you." 

"Nae wonder that thcy are familiär, my dear," rcplied 
the old lady. " Dinna ye mind the night of your oscapofrae 

Stirling? and " 

"How could I forget it for a moment!" exclaimed Allan, 
interrupting her. " I see, I sce — I am a second time in- 
debted for safety to those amiahle ladies, whose hospitality 
was 60 long and so liborally cxorciscd in my favour .some- 
thing more than a year ago. Yot am I but half satisfied 
even now; for 1 cannot conoeive whence the disposition to 
treat me thus should have arisen amonof entire sfrans'crs." 

"No' just strangors neithor, Allan," replied hisnurse; 
"though, indeed, that wouldna woigh muckle, situated as 
ye weie then and are now. But we canna tak merit to our- 
selves as if wo were nourishing a strangnr, sceing that your 
blood and ours is no' that far frae kin ; though, nae doubt, 
we're mair sib wi' your uncle Ihan wi' yoursel'. Ilowcver, 
that wad mak little differcnce in.ony caso, and least of a' 
where a soldier o' our ain Princc's army stood in necd of 
fiie assistance as we can gio." 

"My uncle, said youl" demanded Allan. "Are you re- 
lated to my uncle?" 
"■ «Trouth am I, Allan— my auldeet Wieget TOaxw^iwa 

. roL. n. 5 
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iuicle*8 father ; and that maks him my nevoy, if I 1 
wroDg atbegither in roy genealogics." 

"Indeed!" exclaimed Allan, dejectedly; " it is no \ 
der if you speak of my past errors ; you doubtless are 
nizant of all — and tbere are some which deserve a ir 
harsher term." 

** May be tbere are, Allan, and may be tbere are no' ; 
of ae thing ye may rest assured, that neither frae us, 
fhie your uncle, will ye ever hear of them again ; prov 
the yeare tbat are to come be diflferent from the years 
are past God forbid that erring mortals, like us, sh 
refiise to forget and fbrgie; when our own consciences 
US we stand in sair need of forgiveness ourselves. h 
ever, Tm thinking weVe crackit lang enough thegithei 
ae time, mair especially on subjecta sae likely to inte 
and excite ; and, if you please, we'll adjourn the sede 
tili the morn.'' 

Allan would have controverted this decision ; but no\ 
fbrmerly, he found that bis voice availed nothing in op 
tion to the declared will of bis attendant Shc comp« 
him to hold bis peace. She supplied him with light 
and medicines of her own compounding; and, last of all 
ministered wbat she emphatically termed — " her doc 
It was not slow in producing the effects anticipated fro 
A sound sleep, attendcd by a profuse Perspiration, rem 
the last remains of fever from AUan^s Constitution ; an 
the morrow, greatly to bis own delight, he was permitt 
leave bis bed. 

Thougb placed tbus rapid ly ont of immediate dar 
Allan's restoration to bis former vigour was by a tediou- 
doubtful process. In that dreadful explosion which bcat 
powerless to the earth, bis Constitution received a far gn 
shock than would have been incurred by a dozen 
wounds, and his recovery was slow in proportion to th< 
tent of damage which the whole system had sustai 
Thougb the third morning, therefore, savv him seated ii 
easy chair, and able to drag his limbs with difficulty 
(me end of his Chamber to the other, the third week f 
him still an invalid, and conßned almost entirely tc 
house. It is scarcely necessary to say, that such an i 
val, 80 spcnt, proved to Allan a penance of the most gri^ 
kind. Not all the hospitality and attention of his 
. liearted relatives safficed, indeed, to reconcile him 
[ ftte; for, ander any circumstances, a State of bodil 
would have been to a u\ai\ of \\\a U^L^avta icksom* 
tträme« JBut now the ahaeivce o( o\)[i^t ^<:.\)i 
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leaving him füll leisure to examine into tbe isfiues of hif 
past career, only awoke a nest of busy vipers, which the 
hurry of the campaign had temporarily put tosleep. Never- 
tbeless, there was no strujjgling against arrangements which 
destiny had made ; and,as his hostesses took frequeDt occasion 
to remind him, hc had espccial cause of thankfulness in the 
fortunate remissness of the King's troops, of whom not even 
a party of marauders made their way to Cauldhame. He 
bore, therefore, as well as he could, the torments to which 
reflection rendercd him the slave; and for a füll month waf 
content to nurse his health by a strict attention to the rulea 
which his kind physicians imposed upon him. 



CHAPTER VI. 



DuLL as on the whole this tedious interval was, there 
wäre not wanting moments pregnant with deep intcrest 
even to Allan Breck. By yielding an implicit obedience to 
the wishes of his entertainers, and keeping a restraint — 
in the present instance no hard task — upon his wayward 
temper, Allan gradually overcame a prejudice with which 
all but his nurse appcäred at first to regard him. The con- 
sequence was, that day by day their conversation became 
more confidential and open. He heard from them a great 
deal relative both to the public history of the times, and the 
private proceedings of individuals, of which he had never 
heard before. Now, for the first time, the active part which 
Parson Neil had taken in carrying forward the preparations 
of rebellion was made known to him, as well as the deep 
and somewhat sei fish game which not a few of those on 
whom the Chevalier mainly relied, condescended to play, 
Nor was his own kind attendant backward in laying open to 
him events, from the bare allusion to which her sisters ap- 
peared to shrink. In particular, the tale of Janet's romantic 
love was told without disguise ; and even Allan feit tbr tbe^ . 
flonows of onoi whom from the first, perhaps, he rather Mp . ; 
fpected than Yery warmly esteemed. 'X't 
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■ome timespcnt in listening to his praises. " He was sarely 
not with U8 in tbe advance — at least I never saw him since 
we parted, somewhat unpleasantly, in this room." 

" Where ehould he be," replied tlie old lady, with great 
emotion, " but in Abraham's bosom ? — where the traiton 
that 6old his blood to a bloody government will never come. 
Oh ! it was a sair heart tili us a' the day we heard of hifl 
execution ; and to think, too, that he should hae been sacrir 
ficed to save the 11 fe of that faithless coward and loon, 
Braid-acrcs! But ye mauna' hint at this to Janet. Ever 
since ehe became acquaiiit wi' poor Blair-logie's fate, she'fl 
been abmalst as distracted as she was when his gallant bro- 
ther ßutiered — wandering about by night, and wrastling wi' 
sorrow, that, Vm feared, may prove in the end ower strong 
for her. And, indeed, Allan, it was just ane o* these wan- 
dering fits that took her abroad the night ye cam here; for 
she threaped that sorne o' our ain folk wad nced shelter ere 
the morning; and 1 beit to humour her by yielding to her 
fancy. Ilooever, there was the band of Providence there; 
for weel I wat, if we hadna found ye where ye lay, ye wad 
hae been a dead man ere morning." 

Allan was much Struck with this communication, and 
appeared anxious to inquire farther into the circumstance«; 
but the door of his room openod at the momcnt, and Janet 
entered. Ilor sistcr immediatcly placed her finger on her 
Ups, to denote that silence was necessary, and the conversa- 
tion, grcatly to Allan's chagrin, was never renewed. 

Alhin hael been an inmate of Cauldhame nearly six weeks, 
and his heulth, if not perfcctly restored, was very much im- 
provcd, when, unable any longer to bear up against the 
miscry of idlencss, he declarcd his Intention of quitting his 
retreat. Ile had alrcady trespassed too long upon the hos* 
pitality of his benefactrcs2=es. lic was not Ignorant that tlie 
fact of his prcsencc among thcm exposcd them to continual 
hazard, and that nothing but the extraordinary fidelity of 
their domeetics could have hindored that factfrom ohtaining 
Publicity. Ile could not, however, think of pcrpetuating a 
risk which had alrcady cxisted too long. He was now well 
«ble to provide for his own safety, and thcrefore, Jet happea 
what might, he should certainly withdraw from the place in 
such a mannor as to leave even his relatives Ignorant of the 
reute which he had taken. 

" But where wad ye gang, bairn ?" demandej. his nurse. 
**The hale country swarms wi' parties of Wbi||p mores aa 
cruise äs qocks, noo tha.t the Prince and iiis braye followerd 
Uo für aiva' ; and naething ehoil ot «^ uaxMa tnxi ^tnwr«% 
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ye if ye venture out amang them. . And, as I said beibre, 
wliere wad ye gangl" 

*' Any wherc, rny.dear madam," replied Allan, "so lony 
as I free you and your sisters from the guilt of barbouring a 
twpfüld traitor — a rebel and a deaorter. But we are Dot 
yet come to tliat. The Prince lives; bis army, though 
weakened, is entire, and while that holds together the cause 
is not yet desperate. I will nnake nny way, as I best can, to 
tho Hills, where I shall doubtless be able, by some means or 
otber, to join his Royal Highnoss at Inverness." 

"Is the laddy dafll" exclaimod she. 

" He's no' daft," interposod Janet. " He's neither daft 
nor donncred, but speaks as becomcs his father's son, and a 
troe füllower of the Prince. Go, Allan, and my blessin? 
ehall go witlj you ! If you perish in the attempt, you will 
but share the iato ofthose whom we most loved while living, 
whose memorios we mf)st venerate now they are dead ! and 
ifyou succcod, one sword more will be wielded in that affray 
which must, ere long, decide by u'honi the crown of Scot- 
land is to bi^ worn." 

"Noo, Jaiict," Said the eklest of the three, "dinnaye 
cxcitc yourrfcr by toucliing on that subjoct. Allan sal do just 
as hc likes, If it be his pleasure to gang, wc'll no' stop 
him; but if I might advise " 

" You would have him stay herc, Marian, and take care 
of his own worthless life, when so inany of tbe noblest and 
best in Scotland are perilling theirs! Never! He shall go 
forth to-morrow ! and that be may know that the movement 
is neither unoxpected nor undesirod, let him examine the 
large box that Stands in the corner of his room, and he will 
find there a garb in which to travel." 

"I want no disguise, madam," i.:p]icd Allan, piqued by 
the application of the epithet ** worthless" to any thing be- 
loDging to hinisclf. " My own drc:?s is r.ot such as I need 
blush to exhihit before friend or foe, and in that I will make 
my way to tlie army, or perish !" 

"If it be your intention to iigurc ihe Royal cause, you 
"Will do as you fca)ij," answerod Jar.nt^ proudly ; " but if you 
be sincere in seekmg its welfarc, yuu will adopt all precau- 
tions which the State of thetimos may rocjuire to conceal your 
journey nortiiward. Be guided, however, by your own hu« 
moars ; for well I wot little eise ever has controUed, or ever 
will control you." 

"Ye're wrang, Janet! yeVe ycry wrang!" cxclaimed i 

her eider Bister. " Thijs is no* generous, nor like yoiaLtoer t j 

However, be wiafa miad it frae you ; he kei» ^out \»3^% 

5* 
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aye war Dor your bite. Crood night, Allan, and God blesi 
you l If ye are really determined to take the field again, I 
hae the interest of my country ower muckle at hcart to stop 
yoa ; only be advised, and conceal youreelf as lang as ye 
oan free the knowledge of the Whi^. They are a mercw 
lese and a blood-thirsty crew ; and if they catch you — Bat 
ye'll pit on the disguise — Vm eure you will." 

** ] am ready to do any thing which ehall tend in any way 
to satisfy the Prince und his best friends of my devotion to 
his Service," replied Allan. *' But I confess that I did not 
ezpect that a member of this family, to which I owe so 
mach, would, by a few light words at parting, seek to blot 
out the mcmory of past kindiiesses." 

**'Deed and theyVe just light words!" exclaimed the 
second sister, hastening to Interrupt Janet in her reply; 
" words lightly spoken, and no* to be remembered. But 
God bless you, Allan ! and, in case we should never meet 
again, God bless you eternally !" 

The kind-hearted creaiure enibraced him as she spoke, 
an example which her eider sister fbllowed ; but Janet 
tumed away haughtily, and refused to tuke even his ex- 
tended hand. 

" How could you treat the poor lad so unceevilly ]*' ob- , 
served Marian, as Allan withdrew. 

"ßecause, I teil you, his course of crime is not yet run 
out. That young man will live to bring greater evils upon 
his race than even this war, disastrous as it must be in ite 
isBue. If over the brow of man bore the immediate impress 
of the fiend, his beurs it; and black as hiscntnlogue of guilt 
may be alretidy, I see that it is not complete." 

Allan, who had played the eaves-dropper, heard this, witb 
what feelings may be imngined. He hastened to his room, 
i(tad became in a moment as completely as ever the slave of 
that ittorbid sensiiility to which, in a grcat mcasure, the 
erimes and misfortunes of his whole lifo might with justice 
be attributed. 

Long and restless were the hours which Allan spent in 
fruitless rumination over those wrongs v.'hich he blindly 
conceived that he had suffered at the hands both of man and 
of Nature. During the last six months, his thoughts had 
been in a great degrec abstracted from that distressing sub* 
lect; firht by the hurry and bnstle of the campaign, latterly 
by the conHiderate attentions of those under whose care the 
chances of war had thrown him. The consequence vhutf 
tbat thou^h unable to look back, except with horror, upon . 
he poBtf he had begun to üouiiaVi \\uft ^«^vs«^^ tiot the hopeij 
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of findiog something not wholly blank in the future: fbt 
depraved as he was, and staiued by a thousand crimes, evea 
Allan was not a demon. There were momcnts when hia 
Boul yearaed for the pusseesion uf thoso domcstic bleäsingSf 
wbich, as he well knew, can be attained only by him whoBO 
habits are subdued and his passions under the control of reo- 
son. But now, these visions, if such they may be termed, 
entirely disappeared, and the last feeble gliminering of right 
feeling perished with them. 

" So, even sho can read the brand upon my brow !" mut- 
tered ho, as with an uneasy tread he pastiscd troin one end of 
his garret to the other. ** The iron has pierced decp indeed, 
when its impress lies bare to the perccption ofa half-crazed 
recluse like that ! Well, be it so ! Gud and man have 
alike staniped me as a rnonster, with whom my fellows shall 
hold no communion ; and I, in solf-defencc, must cast other 
considerations asidc, and think and act as if I stuod alone in 
the World. Yet here I am involved, beyond the chnnce of 
escape, in a wild scheme to overthrow one dynasty and set 
up another, as if it mattered to mc the value of a brass 
fiirthing by whom the crown was worn or the laws ndminis- 
tered. The laws ! Ay, there lies the sccret of all my pa- 
triotism ! Are we not at issuo, the laws and I? — is my 
neck safe for one hour if these hiws retain their forve 1 Nay 
loore, can I breathc freely, except in the tiirmoil of civil 
fitrifc, where the virtue thatcovcrs all possible infirmities is 
daring? No, no, Allan Break ! othcrs nuiy be deceived, but 
thou canst not deceive thyself ! What in them may be prin- 
ciple, is in theo the offsprinjjf of necessity, a nocrssity im- 
poscd upon theo by the power that made thee what thou art 
~and thou canst no more contcnd anrainst it thnn the Icopard 
can change hisspots, or thou thyself throw aside the hidcous 
mask with which Nature has dis^uised thy visafje ! Cour- 
ige then, and give useirss ropininir to the winds! To- 
morrow fresh scenes will opon upon us, and in tlie mean 
while \\^ will sce what provision this amiable relative of 
ours has*made for a journey, which, to do her justice, she 
seems well-disposed to expodite." 

As he said this, Allan raised the lid of the old trunk ta 
which he had been directed, and found that it contiined 
every thing necessary to complete the equipment ofa chap<i 
man, or ituierant merchant. — a specieg of dealer not yet 
absolutely extinct, though neither so nnmerous nor so im» 
portant as it formerly was. There lay a pack, stored with 
tfaread, needles, scissors, thimbles, gilt sea\a, MJÄ\.^i\v-Vc^ 
knlye0,'and other trinkets. Beside it were ve«X\tieu\a «N^tn 
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way suitable to the character ; for even the pecl]ar*s staff, 
with its pike or long Dail at the extremity, had not becn for- 
gotten. Allan examined thcse varioud articles with infiaite 
satisfaction, nor was the fecling diminished when he disco- 
vered that bis purveyor ha^ looked beyond the point where 
the power of concealnient niight end. In the packet of the 
coat were a pibtol, a powder-fiask, a ba<^ of ballä, and a dirk— 
implements wliich no nnan knew better than he how to use, 
orwas likely to use, in case of need, with more consummate 
coolncBs. 

To array himself in bis new attire, and to consult the 
minor as to the efTbct, was the work almost of a moment 
Allan was astonifc>hed at tiie cbange produced in bis ow& 
appearancc ; tior could he supprcss a tsmile, whon, tbrowing 
the pack over Ins Shoulder, he stood tbrtli the very pcrsoni- 
ücation of a wanduring mcrchant. But he experienced 
from that sclt-oxauiinatjon another feeliriof than a uiere dis- 
poeition to niirth. Evcry apprchension of danger vanished 
— provided only he cmtrived to keop aloof froui bis former 
coinracJps of Humillon's dragoons ; and the idea of efifecting 
more thau a p'jacoable jouriiey to Inverness flashod acrosB 
his njinÜ. **] could puss througb the heartof Cumberland's 
camp in this disg.uise," said he, *' and wby should I notl 
By heavons, llie thing is worth trying ! ff 1 succeed in 
picking up a little useiul infbrrnation, iny fbrtune is made; 
at all cvputs, 1 attach the Prince to my interests for ever." 
Thus spoko Allan as he laid down bis niorrow's burdeDi 
aller which, ftjtretching himself on the bed drossed as he waa^ 
he closcd bis eyos, and for three bours slept soundly. 

It was fetill profoundly dark when he awoke; but partly 
with a view to kei:p bis promisc of the preceding evening, 
partly becaui^e ho was anxious to carry at once into eüect 
the gchoMi«^ which he had forined, Allan rose, threw the 
pack acrops his slioulder, and opencd his door. Sontetbinff 
at this tiinn sinoto lightly against bis body, and he put forttt 
his band to ascertaiu the nature of the imppdiment. It was 
a wallet or naversack, which being fastencd by a nail to the 
door-post, swuuL' Hk^ tl. pendulum of a clock as the door 
turncd on its hi'L- n. Allan was at no loss to conjecture 
that the sirno r ■. -' -in?» forethought which had provided 
him with a suitabl-; »' s^nisb», had likewiso placed the means 
of eubsistonce williii. Ins reach. He instantly possesaed 
himself of the supp'y. aml pr.. sing lightly down-stairs, sallicd 
fbrth into tho couf ••var.i. over which thousands of bright 
Stars wero shininü^. Uo loohed towards the north — there 
WMB the promLsc theii 'A i ciy-iüxiViQMaand ateady frost ; and 
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thanking Fortune which thus befriended him at the outset, 
he set forward on his hazardous joarney. 

The country through which he passed was entirely ne\r 
to him, and but that the night was clear, and the outlines of 
the tall rock guided him as hc wc'ht, it woald havc bcen as 
mad an adventure as ever took the fancy of knight-crrant in 
the middle ages. Like other half-to vages, however, Allan 
was accustomed t^ con«ult the stars, having frequcntly di- 
rected his path upon the moor, and the course of'his voyage 
on the water, by their bearing ; and now that they were 
abpvehim, with light enough to render a well-known object 
here and there visiblo, he pushed tbrward without experi« 
encing the slightest misgiving as to the rcsult. He was 
not deceived in these anticipations. Tiie dawn of day fbund 
him considerably to the west of Stirlin^, tliough bearing 
Dorthward as far as the windings of the Forth woiiid allow; 
his object being todiscover liie ford by which he knewthat 
the Prince had retreatcd, and to cross the river therc, rather 
tban by the more common communicution at the bridgo. 

It was no hard n)atter to discovcr that the district which 
he was now traversing iiad witnct^sod the evoluticns of hos- 
tüe armies, and that from one or the othcr the evils hnd ac- 
crued which are scarcely scparablc, under any circum- 
Btances, from the prosecution of an active war. As für as 
the eye could reach, marks of rapine and havoc were every 
where discernible. Tho farm-housrs nnd cabins, indeed, 
were gencrally cntire, thoiigh oven thcsn had not wholly 
Cflcaped the visitations of the spoiler ; but oftho gentjcmen's 
Seats there-were few which failed toexhibit manifest tokena 
that the foot of the marauder had recently defilod their 
viciuity. Fences brokon down and franlens cicvastated — 
with here and thore a windowsinaslipd, and a hall door tora 
from its hinge?s, told a tale of passions irritated or nialice let 
loose; while the universal al)?tM)ce of owncTsbore testimony 
tothe flict, that they at loast dermed it imprudent to linger 
in the direct routo even of tiie King'ö forccs. Allan bcheld 
all thiß, not with an indiß^rpiit, biit certainly with no pitying 
eye. His feelings towards the lowlandcrs were at the best 
of an equivocal nature, and as vcry ftnv among the Stirling- 
shire lairds had actually joincd the Prince's Standard, he 
legarded the devastation of their property as a just recom- 
pense of their cowardico. 

Allan was looking about with great interesf, and some 
öiißgivings as to the conrse which it behooved him to fbllow, 
Wben a stout-made mfddle-agcd man, weaT\i\^Ü\e \Aw^«\\Qi\ 
«*f and ßät boanet pecuJiar to ihe lowland leiÄitU^ ^'\«»aÄÄ^ 
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from behind a copse of stunted firs, and made towards ^/ 
He would have passed od, but Allan, anxious to obtaiD // 
telligence, wbhed him good-day and joined him in h 
walk. 

" Ye're early astir, friend," said the countryman ; " wht 
may your business be, or rather, where may ye be bound fa 
to transac' it ? I needna speer what ye're seeking." 

" Troth, Tm just trying to owertake the army," replie^ 
Allan, imitating as well ae hc could the low-country brogu^ 
"They telt me there was a focrd ßome gate hereawa, and 
wad be inuckle obliged if you wad pit me in the way c 
finding it" 

" Whaien army, friend 1" interrogated his new acquaint 
ance, without taking the smallest notice of Allan's inquiry 
"There's mair nor ae army rampaging through the kintr 
now, and it's ill kennan whilk a man o' your calling migh 
favour." 

" 'Deed we're no' very particular in my line," answere 
Allan, " but for mysel', l'm seeking the Kiug's army — ke 
ye aught about it]'' 

" And wha's your king, pedlar 1" was the characteristi 
reply : " There's the king in Lonnon and the king o'er th 
water, whilk o' thcm may ye patroneeze 1" 

" Oo, aw's anc to me," replied Allan; "only Kin 
George, th<'y say, has the best o't, and as lang as he cont 
nues to din'g the ithir he'Il be my king, and may be yoai 
too. Thou»rh, to be suro, King Jamie may hae the rights 
his sido after a' ! but that's nae concern o' mine, ye kei 
What I*m wanting now is the shortest road to the fbords, ai 
ablins ye can ciirect me." 

"Come ye frae the wastl" demanded the lowlander. 

"East or wast, north or south," replied Allan, somewhi 
nettled, "l'm no' thinking that will signify a bodlc to yoa 
and sac gin ye're no' disposed to show me the foords, wh 
then good-day to you, TU look elsewhere for a civillc 
guido." 

"Hooly, hooly, man!" exclaimed the former, "you'l 
unco perjink ; canna ye tak patience and shuffle the carts 
bittock. l'm gaen to the foord myself, and if you're trave 
ling the same road, how could I direct ye better 1" 

"How should J know thati" demanded Allan; "vo 

cieemed to me to be more anxious about my affairB tha 

willing to answer a piain question ; though deil hae uie if 

€an divine what gude ye were to get from your koo.vU'dg 

üfthem:' 

^Hoot, toot i that^B yaeX out Coi^os^^ ii vj ^^^ «i&«, V< «V 
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ttnco fbnd 0* kenning wha we chance to forgather wi'; 

hooever, Jse no press ye beyond your pleasure. Mony ane 

has gude reason to liaud his tonguc in thae kittle timee, and 

it winna be me that will gar you speak out. But there^s the 

foords, friend. Dinna ye venture into the upper ane ; it's 

foo o' crawtaes, that a scoundrel thought to catch the Prince 

wi' — binna I cheated him. And that doon below had a 

crawtae in't too, that the Prince hirnsel', God bless him, 

beat to tak up. Gross ye by the middle ane ; it's safe and 

shallow, and has nac holes ; only lat ane o* your ain sort 

gie ye a word of ad vice at parting. When next ye forgather 

wi' a lowland body, be ready wi* your answers, and dinna 

lose your temper thougli he back speer ye ; speak in yoor 

xnither tongue too, for there's pedlars frae the hüls as well 

V8 frae the vaileys ; and aboon a\ get rid o' that blue bonnet 

Wi' itfl white cockade. It wad betray you by its lane, were 

ither marks wanting. And now, to coiivince you that ye've 

naetbing to fear frae me, hae, there's my bonnet. Ye can 

«y ye nifFered for 't wi* Peat Patcrson o' the mills o' Frew. 

A^body'hereaboots kens hira, and the cut o* his bonnet is no 

Btranger to them. 

Allan Started as the countryman began to unboeom him* 
kI( and itrged by a natural im pulse grasped at his weapons. 
He Boon saw, however, that he had fallen into honest hands, 
tod wondering at his own stupidity, hastened to complete 
the exchange which the honest farmer insisted upon making. 
The parties then shook hands, and Allan detormined to ex- 
ttcise greater caution for the future, crossed at the point 
which had been shown to him, and made for Dumblane. 
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CHAPTER VIL 



Broeen in, as it wcre, on the first morninrr of bis p 
Allan contrived so to regulate liis conduct evor ati 
neither in Diimblane, nor alonsrtlie ro:id, nor in any 
the townswhich he was constrained to visit, was tli< 
of hie business surmised, or him?Gir brou^ifht iiito 
He sold his wares as a common pcdlar would hav 
holding out stiffly for an exorbitant price, whcro" 
chances of prevailin^seemcd fair; and acceptintr, ac 
to the custom of the craft, in contrary cases, less tl 
of his original demand; wl»ile from the producc < 
trading he not only contrived to subsist himseU', but 
from time to time, a fresh stock, as the old plenist 
carae exhausted. At first, indoed, be cxperiencod ( 
rable reluctance to trust himself among; tbo soldicrd, o 
detachments were continnally pjssed towardd tbc 
but by degrees even that natural cause of alarm ce 
operate, and he e^pposcd iiis ^rooils as boldly befuro 1 
beforc the country pcople. Tbu?, tben, niixinir fai 
with all whom lie overtook, he iravclled slowly, f 
unpleasantly, north ward ; cvery staije beinof rendore 
remarkable than that to which it succeeded, by the 
of deeper devastation that the royal troops lefl bebint 

The point towards wbicb Allan directcd bis mov 

was Aberdeen, a city of some note even in the sf 

1746; and then at least iinportant in tbo eyes of all 1 

ascontainingthe head-quirtcrsof tbe Duke of Cumbf 

army. In spile of inucb boisterous weatiier, ai i a 

eional sharp examination on the part of some oi.i oi 

xealoua, or desirous of appearing more zealout; th 

comrades, the soi-disant pedlar reached the seat ol n< 

iearning, v/ilhout sustainino^ any sprious incoitv'ci 

Herc, like a 8ki\fu\ ep7,\\eV\e\öi\\\\Tv«.^\^ ^Voo^from fr 

of camp-followeTB, ftnding «L\odk^\xv^feit\i\m^l\ö.u\\ 
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the immediate vicinity of King's College. With 
ddress, moreover, he made himself acquainted with 
)ns occupied by the several regiments and brigades 
1 the Duke's army was made up ; avoiding, as he 
ive eliunned a peet-house, the vicinity ofHamilton^s 
; and as a necessary consequence, venturing as 
possible into public. The truth indeed is, that bis 
atural sense taught him, that so long as the army 
l qiiiet, the intelligence which he might pick up 
to the designs gf its leader would scarcely compen« 
:lie risk incurred in procuring it. He was contenti 
)j du ring the latter weeks of March, and tili April 
»iderably expended, to hold aloof from all very con- 
situations, and to carry on bis trade rather with 
bler classes of the Citizens and students, than among 
ery. 

! thus engaged, Allan saw enough in the proceedings 

Doplc of Aberdeen to assure him that there, as weil 

)ost all the towns and villages north of the Tay, the 

Stuart retained many zealous partisans. The pre- 

' an overwhelming force kept them, indeed, from 

]g their principles openly, though there were öot 

brave spirits whom even that consideration ikiled 

lin; but the manner in which they received the 

Cumbcrland as oflen as he came among them, and 

dy and reluctant compliance with the requisitions 

)on them, equally showed that their heart was not 

luse. 

would have gladly turned to account the spirit of 
ion that reigned around him, had the peculiarity of 
Situation permitted him to ruo even the smallest 
sary risk ; but feeling that his lifo hung by a thread, 
18 slightest act of imprudencc would sever, he put 
on his natural ly busy temper, and kept quiet. He 
ilated himself, however, on what he saw; and justly 
;d, that even for such intelligence he would prove no 
table visiter at the Prince^s quarters, let him retnrn 
when he might. 

; now the second week in April, and a saccession of 
ivc dry days, with a good deal of wind, holding out 
et of practicable roads and inundations subsided, the 
Cumberland made ready to open a campaign which -V 
irctty evident must decide the fate of the msurrec- 
3 way or another. On the 8th the royal arm/i 
ng in all to nine thousand men, with a oamefow 
artiJlery ajid a camp equipage ia e^et^ i^ie^i^KX vwft iJ 
//. 6 
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plete, marched from Aberdeen. A fleet of victuallers and 
traneports, wbich had been coUected during the winter, 
moved at the same time nlong the coaat, and as the route 
of the land-forces led alraost continually within Bight of the 
sea, every hazard of Buffer'mg from a scarcity of provisions 
was obviated. A better organized corps, with reference to 
its numbers, never ])erhap8 took the field under an Engluh 
general ; nor is it going too far to assert, that in spite of the 
l'everses whicb they had experienced, no body of Engliah 
troops ever feit more confidence in themselves and Uieir 
leader. 

During the first day's march, which carried them to 
Bamff, ^lan found no opportunity of making such observa- 
tiona as might in any way prove serviceable to the Chevalier'a 
cause. He joumeyed, indeed, in rear'of the column, as one 
of a hofitof camp-followers — a speciesof reptile, which, like 
kites and vultures, keep close in the track of all victorious 
armies. But if he was unable to collect intelligence touch* 
ing the plans of the English general, he at least made him- 
self master of the names and numerical strength of the 
several corps which composed his army. They presented 
ao array so formidable as to occasion even in the breast of 
Allan Breck serious mi8giving& He became convinced that 
such a force, if successfully opposed, must be mct not so 
much with bravery in the field, as by superior address and 
strategy. 

It is well known that the Duke of Cumberland, after 
resting during the llth at Cullen, crossed the Spey withoat 
Opposition towards evening on the 12th. Detachments from 
the Highland army, which had been appointcd to watch the 
fords, withdrew as the invaders came on ; and hencc the 
only loss sustained in passing a river, which took the infantry 
above their waists, consisted in such men and horses as the 
rapidity of the stream swept away. That night the tents 
were pitched on the farther bank of the river; and on the 
morrow fresh ground was assumed on Alves Moor ; and the 
14Ü1 saw the English, afler a brief skirmish, in possession of 
Naim. There, or rather in a convenient position about a 
couple of miles in front of the town, the camp was estab* 
lished ; and it was announced in general orders, that the 
15th, being the Duke's birth-day, would be given up to the 
troops as a season of repose and enjoyment 

We have said, that during the progress of the first day*ft 
march Allan kept entirely with the camp-fbilowers, firom 
wbom he succeeded in gleaning only such imperfect m* 
Anoation aa that clasa of p^nowa might be supposed topos» 
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In Proportion, howerer, as they appraaehed the point 
where the Chevalier was understood to ha?e estabbahed 
himaelf, bis anxiety to add to his stock of knowledge became 
very g^eat He bad e?en made up bis mind to penetrate into 
the interior of the bivouac, and, at the riak of detection, to re* 
new his intimacy with some of the parties with which he had 
travelied from Dumblane, when an accident iiappily opened 
out to him an avenue to infbrmation more convenient by lar 
than he could have anticipated. He was sauntering, as 
usual, not far from the rear of the coluron as it entered 
Naim, when an officer, whom he instantly recognised as 
one of thcse same travelling acquaintances, rode bIowIt 
from the town. His eye caught that of Allan as he passeo, 
and the latter touching his bonnet, the Englishman instantly 
reined in his horse and addressed him. 

** Art still with the army, friend ?** said the oSicet ; ** I 
thougrht thou wouldst have got into the Provost's bands Ions 
ere this. That ugly face of thüie were sufficient of itseu 
to hang the trustiest pedlar that ever carried pack. What 
dost want here ?" 

" No' muckle, your honour," replied Allan ; •* binna just 
to carry on an honest trade and mak an honest livelibood^ 
Is there any thing in my way your honour might desiifjk'to 
want 1" 

^' Why yes,*' answered the stranger, after a moment*s hesi- 
tation, ** I do want something in your way — that is, provided 
I find you willing to give it*' 

" Oo ye're welcome to the wael o' my stock,*' answered 
Allan, beginning to unstring his wallet, "and ye ken thati 
am no' that hard in driving a bargain." 

" Never mind your wares, friend," was the reply ; " keep 
them fbr such as need them, and attend to me, whlle I put 
it in your power to eam more, by one day's exertion of your 
brain, than by six months' chaflering. You are a knowing, 
obeerving, long-headed rascal, or I mistake you. Are you 
bold enough to put that' precious carcass of yours mto 
jeopardy, with the understanding that jrou shall be band« 
0omely rewarded if you escape hanging?" 

'<I dinna pit ower muckle value on my ain neck," 
answered Allan, '*though 1 wadna just like to bae it 
atreccked neitber. But what is't ye want ni' me? Pro- 
pound your business, and if I think I can undörtake it, I'll 
aay sac ; if no', ye're naer a pin the waur afT ttnin .ye war 
before." 

** Yoa are a Hlgfalander, I believe?" said the sfRuiftt^ 
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^and speak and understand the horrid gibberish 
petticoat rebels, don't you 1" 

•* 'Tweel your honour may say that ! It's some ti 
I lefl mi native g\en ; but l^se no* deny it at no rat€ 
to the ianguage, I can apeak that just as wcel as 
Englißh." 

" Scotch, you mean," rcplied the officer ; " fi 
English, not a syllable have I heard since we pa 
Tweed. However, let that pass. Now look ye, 
what*s your namel — what the d — 1 do they call yoi 

"Donald More, your honour, frae Ballyacorlacha 
parish o* Einlochburn." 

"Well then, Donald More, from Ballykollykan, 
me. The Duke has pretty accurate information re 
the dispositions and intentions of the Pretcnder and 
ble, but he wishes to obtain more, and he has comn 
me, among others, to find out one or two fittin^ 
wbom he may safely employ in so delicate a businei 
Short acquaintance has given me a good opinion of 
gacity, and I will therefore, if you feel so disposed, p 
the way of earning a few guineas. Mind, you cann( 
pOBsibility do us an injury, because we will trust ; 
nosecrets; but if you choose to passover to the Rel 
yoir shall have a safe-conduct beyond the sentries 
shall ezpect ydu back, with all the intelligence you 
lect in two days. During that interval, we shall 
remain where we are ; for to-morrow is his Royt 
iies8*8 birthday, and the lien will be allowed to kee] 
if you don't return at all— -why, we shüll lose little, 
guineas which you might have had will remain in 
tary ehest, How do you like my proposal ?" 

Allan ezperienced some difficulty in suppressing 
exhibition of the delight with which the languag 
English friend afieoted him. It was an opportunit) 
of escaping from his present disagreeable situatioi 
carrying over to the Prince intelligence concerning 
mies' designs, such as in bis most sanguine mon 
could have never dreamed of finding. Neverthe 
necessity of acting a part, and of acting it to nature 
escape him. He affected, therefore, to demur to 
Position, by dwelling upon the dangers that migh 
such an enterprise, and the possihility that, afler 
Services might not be decmcd worthy of the pron 
ward. " Your honour has just to ride back twa 
miles, and ye'U hae a bonny specimen o' the kind 
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meot which sie agents as ye wad ikin mak me, receive at 
tbe bands of their enemies. I paased a couple of chields, 
dansfling to a tree at tbe road-aide jfonder, like a pair of 
boffles to frigbten tbe craws ; and tbeir only fault lüs, folk 
teil me, tbat they tried to count your files as ye marched 
psat What if tbe Higblanders sbould take it in their beads 
to Berve me in like manner?'* 

** Wby tben, Donald More, tbere would be one Donald 
le$$ in tbe world, tbat's all," replied tbe Englishman» 
laughing' at bis own pun. " But tbe fault must be your own 
if it come to tbat x ou are not quite such a numskuU, I 
take it, as to stand on tbe top of a bill, with a notch-stick in 
your band, scoring companies as a Imker scores bis rolls. 
Moreover, tbe short and tbe long of tbe matter is tbis — are 
yoQ willing to take tbe job in band ? If you be, I will stand 
surety tbat your reward shall be fortbcoming; if not, I must 
e*en ^ look for some otber knave, whose scruples may not 
be quite so insurmountable.'* 

Allan feit, from tbe tone in which tbis sentence was 
nttered, tbat it would not do to continue bis Opposition far- 
ther. After a minute spent in affected deliberation tbere- 
^ore, be consented to place bimself at tbe disposal of tbe 
fioflisbman, and was immediately desired to follow bis 
Ittaer towards tbe Duke's head-quarters. 

Iliough tbe day was wearing apace, tbe sun was still 
tbove tbe borizon wben Allan found bimself traversing tbe 
Buro«^ streets of Nairn, crowded with soldiers belonging to 
the Royal army. Under such cijibumstances, it will be 
Yeadily believed that he gazed around in no very enviable 
ihune of mind ; for he knew not how soon he might stumble 
OD a portion of Hamilton's dragoons, and be was perfectly 
aware that in tbis case bis recognition was inevitable. His 
was not a countcnance which any change of garb would 
render obscure to such as had once beheld it ; and the con- 
ficiousness tbat tbe case was so, brougbt with it at the pre« 
>ent moment no very agreeable anticipations. Still he ex- 
hibited, ncither in his gestures nor in the expression of bis 
&ce, the sligbtest symptom of distrust ; but keeping clbse 
to the officer's side, he bustled bis way, with infinite assu- 
nmce, through the throng. 

After traversing one long street or lane, tbe officer stopped 
Aort, in front of a honse considerably more capacions tnan 
tboBB which abutted upon it, and covered with a slated 
]ix£ 3efore the stepe, a couple of sentries moved back- 
tvda and forwards with sbouldered muskets, wbilci two or 
orderlies were lounging aboutf as if Y^aitAH^ m 
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should be required fbr duty. A eingle glance sufficed to 
teil Allan that two of tbese did belong to the corps from 
which he Had deserted. One, indeed, he recognieed as a cor- 
poral his own troop and the next but one to bimself in 
the arrangement of the line ; the other was a etranger to 
him ; but the look of astonishment which they exchanged 
one with the other, taught him that he too was recogni^. 
For a moment Allan's heart sank within him, but it was 
ooly for a moment. ** I must brazen this out if I can," said 
he to himself, as he boldly returned the stare with which 
Ms ancient comrades saluted him ; anS he did brazen it out 
to admiration. The troopers, indeed, seemed confounded 
by bis assurance; for though the officer alighting threw 
bis bridle to the corporal, the latter took it without uttering 
a syllablc; while Allan, keeping close to bis conductor, 
passed on, and entered the house unmolested. 

The Englishman led Allan into a small ante-room or 
closeti the window of which lookcd into a stable-yard, and 
deshred him to wait there tili he should be sent for. Ho 
himself immediately withdrcw, aud Mhn was lefl to find 
£)r some minutes what comfort he could in his own reflec- 
tions, which not unnaturally turned to the dangers that were 
around him, and the siendor probability that existed of his 
escaping. To form any definile plan of proceeding was, 
indeed, impossible. An absolute self-possession, which should 
enable him to seize whatever opportun ities might coroe in 
the way, constituted, as he well knew, the sole preparation 
which it was possible tb make ; and to attain that, all his 
energies were directed ; yet the first step which he took 
from the spot where his guido deserted him had well nigb 
deprived himof hope itself. He moved towards the windove 
and looked out. An officer passed at the moment from the 
house, entered the stablo, lod forth a horse fully caparisoned, 
and mounted. Allan recollected, with horror,<that he, too 
had served in Hamilton ^s dragoons, and gave himself up for 
lost. But while he watchcd with a dizzy brain the nide-de- 
camp ride slowly from the yard, the door of the ante-room 
opened, and he was summoned. He started at the Eound— 
of a Strange voicc — turned round — and experienced inde- 
ecribable relief when hc saw that the messenger knew him 
not He followed where the man led, and was ushercd ii^ 
a larger apartment, besidc a table, in the centre of which; 
three officers were writing, while a fourth stood apart wttb 
his back to the fire, dictating, as it seemed, to the rest '%,^ 

The latter, a young man, apparently about four or fivip« 
9tid'twentY years of age, po^seseed Üia^t round, fVank, gmi. 
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natared, fiiir compl^ioned countenance, which, thoogh 

totally wanting both m beauty and intelligence, ia calculated 

to excite in the spectator an impreesion favourable rather 

than the reverse. He was above the middle siz^and not 

clumsily formed ; yet there was neither grace nor elegance 

in bis manner ; and bis blue eye, though it gave no sign of 

weakness or vacillation, was neither quick nor penetrating. 

He cast upon Allan a glance, more of indifierence than of 

inquury, and without changing bis somc^bat awkward pos- 

tare — a balf-lean with his Shoulders upon the tall mantel- 

piece— <:eased to address bimself, as he had evidently been 

doing, to his companions. 

" Is this the man, Temple 1" said he, addreesingliimsclf 
to one of the party, whom Allan imraediately perceived to 
be his old acquaintance. 

"It is, your Royal Highness," was the answer. "The 
casket is not very attractive, but then it contains the sort 
of jewel which we want at this moment" 

" Oh — ah — I say, fellow — what is your name 1" said the 
Duke of Cumberland, turnihg to Allan. 

"Allan — that is, Donald Moir,*' replied Allan, a little 
confused. 

"Allan — Donald ! — which, friend, which ?" demanded the 
Duke, with a peculiarly rapid articulation. 

" Donald, so please your Grace," replied Allan, " Donald 
Moir." 

" Well, then, Donald Moir, I understand you nje willing, 
in consideration of a stipulated sum of money, to incur a 
little personal risk in the King's service 1" 

"I am ready to lay.down my lifo for his Majesty," replied 
Allan firmly. 

**You speak bravely, sir," answered the Duke; "see 
that you act up to your professions. In the mean whilo listen 
to your instructions. We know that the rebels occupy In- 
verness and the country near; and we have every reason to 
believe that they are in great distress for provisions. You 
nust proceed without delay to their camp, inform yourself 
of their numbers, dispositions, and designs, and bring back 
such intelligence as you shall be able to collect, with as lit- 
tle delay As possible. The more füll your budget, the more 
liberal shall be your reward. And, mark me, we shall ex- 
pect you here the day after to-morrow at the latest. Major 
Temple will see you beyond the advanced scntries, and give 
you a pass-word so as to facilitate your return. Take hina 
away, Temple ; and aoy other hints which you rnay estcem 
it expedient to throw out, you can give hioi yjKUq ovi ^^3X 
wajr to the pickßtß." . 
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Major Temple roee witbout rep1yi|gf ; seized a Walking 
cane which stood in tbe corner of the room, and making a 
aign to Allan, moved towards the door. Allan foUowed, 
but in Uie hall found his presence of mind put a seoond 
time Borely to the test, by observing the same orderlies in 
attendance, and, anxious, as bis fears whispered, to am« 
fiont hitn. 

<* I crave your protection, Major/' whispered he, " against 
thae twa dragoona I seit them a bargain in Edinburgh last 
sammer that they didna muckle like, and the scoondrels hae 
threatened to do my business ever since. Dinna lat them 
stop u&*' 

*^ Please, sir,*' said the corporal, tonching bis hat, while 
he gave up the bridle to the Major, " that there fellow— «" 

** Oh nevcr mind hirn, corporal," interrupted the Major ; 
** I know all about it You shall have füll satisfaction by 
ftDd by." 

The man again touched bis hat, looked at bis comrade, 
and feil back; while Allan with bis conductor passed on. 

" I owe you a turn in haerst for that. Major," said the 
firmer ; " and I houp to pay you yeL" The Major made 
DO answer, but quickening bis pace, rendered it necessary 
for bis dismounted companion to break into a run. They 
were accordinglysoon beyond the line of pickcts, and in rear 
cmly of the advanced sentries,' when the Major suddenly 
halted, and looked eagerly in Allan's face. "Now then, 
said he, ," we part here. £e vi^ilant, be cautious, be parti- . 
cular. It you could by possibility bring in the Pretender 
himself, dead or alive, your reward would be increased to 
thirty thousand pounds. He goes about, I am told, unguarded, 
and he wears no armour which a pistol ball would fail to 
penetrate. Have you such a wcapon about you?" 

" No," replied Allan, " I carry no arms." 

" Here then," continued the officer, " is a machine worth 
a dozen ordinary pistols. Look at this cane. When I un- 
sere w the end of it, so, and inscrt a bullet into that tube, and 
slide on this brass case with the chain and ring, it becomes 
ae efficient a fusee as any in existence. Now see — I will 
place a piece of board at five yards* distance. Mark — did 
you hear any report 1" 

" A slight crack only," replied Allan; " such as might be 
produced by the breaking of a twig." 

" Now go and look at the board." 

Allan did so, and saw that a bullet had passed cleaa 
thfough, as if fired from a muskeL 

^ What au invention !" exclaioied he. 

'^Aff a mo6t coaveuieul VnfliMML ^ot ^Ogl ^ '«cn^\i1 MM* 
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thirty thousand poundsi while they served their coantry 
without danger to theoMelves. There — I make you a present 
of the cane, and this bag of balls. Observe, I give you no 
directioDs how to employ your weapon— K)nly, if you should 
take it into your head to amuse yourself, you poesess the 
means. And now, God speed ye !" 

** But the pass-wqrd wben I retum." 

" Oh, make good use of your cane, and d — 1 a pass-word 
will be needed. However, Flanders, will get you through 
any tirae between this and Thursday." 

As lie Said this, Major Tempi e tumed bis horsc's head ; 
while Allan, wbom the sentinel had been warned not to mo- 
lest, pushed forward in the directien of Inverness. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



The sun had set, and the twilight was rapidly closi'.i^ 
•round, when Allan, to whom the country was altof^ther 
^nge, found himself threadinga rough and winding road» 
cot, as it appeared, through the centre of a vast moor. He 
Walked on, not so much rejoicing over his own escape, aa 
confounded by the nature of the commission with wh'cb he 
jad been intrusted. "The cold-blooded, despicable rut- 
fian !" exclaimed ho, while he eyed the weapon which had 
been put into his hands. "To think that any man, wearing 
the garb of a soldier, should devise such a scheme ; or fancy 
^at there exists the reptile so debascd as to fall in with it 
By heavens! my fingcrs itched to try his cursed instrument 
on himsclf. But it is well that the sccrct has been intrusted 
to one who knows how to use it. Who can teil how many 
similar commissions may have been issued, or into what 
jiands they may have fallen ? Well, the Prince shall at 
j^t be made«aware of his danger; and this mach ine will 
oear me out in a Statement, of which the truth' might other- 
Wise be questioned." Such were the reflections in which . 
Allan indulged as he trudged along his way ; from which» ^ 
aowever, he was destinM ere long to be awakened, by an ^P 
UKcident as little desired ^ jyus Anticipated« ^E 
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The last gleaming of twilight had expired, and profboi 
darkness covered the face of the eartb) when the noise 
horees' hoofs clatteringf in the di8tance,H;au8ed Allan to stci 
Short He listened attentively, and was not slow in pc^ 
feiving that the sound came from behind ; and that the cav^ 
cade which produced it, on whatever errand bound, moT^ 
very rapidly. It was the noise of six or eight horses» Ir^ 
pelJed to a long trot ; while a jingling as of steel scabbar^ 
which became by degrees audible, sufficiently denoted Uutf 
a mounted patrol was abroad. It is of the nature of sucht 
condition as that in which Allan stood, to reuder men suspi- 
cious, if not timid. A vague apprehension took possession d 
his mind, that he was himself the object of which the horse' 
men were in pursuit; and obeying an Impulse, foundedoo 
instinct rather than reason, he determined to evade them« 
He sprang aside out of the road, and was instantly preci' 
pitated to the bottom of a shallow ravine, overgrown along 
its aide and at the summit with broom and tall heather. 

The spot of ground which received his prostrate carca« 
happening to be soft and boggy, Allan sustained no injuij 
fiom the fäll, though he became aware that accident had 
done more to conceal bim from the hazard of detection thali 
the most laboured forethought might have brought aboUt 
He needed but to lie still, and even in broad day the oveP 
hanging bushes would have hidden him from such as occO' 
pied the road. But, under present circumstances, he eofr 
ceived that something more than bare conceal ment xnM 
be attained, and he began accordingly to scramble up W 
fiice of the gulley, with a view of observing, as well ai 
darkness would allow, the proceedings of the horseman 
There was not much occasion for excrcise of patience here 
Scarcely had he attained a Station near the ridge, wheoo( 
through the intersticesof a bunch of heather he commandec 
a view of the road, ere eight or ten dragoons appeared, ani 
with the rapidity of thought swept past him. Allan heb 
his breath, but kept his Station. ** We shall see what the; 
want, by and by,'* said he to himself; " for if, as I suspect 
they be in chase of me, they will soon discover that thi 
acent is lost, and we shall have them back again.*' 

About a quarter of an hour had barely elapsed since tlM 
* patrol passcd, ere Allan discovered by the tread of horsa 
returning at a walk, that his imagination had not mislei 
him. By thi« time the extreme darkness which succeeds ti 
the decay of twilight had wom off, and the stars breakiq| 
through the fog, cast a dim light over surrounding objjjfii 
Be crept more closely than before under the heather an 
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•gain lay perfectly still, while the troopers drew near, not 
•8 fermerly alert and vigilaDt, but with the careless de* 
meanour of ^en thwarted in tbeir expectations. 

** Well, d — n him, let him go," said one, the tones of 
whose Toice were familiär to the listener. ** He can't do 
much harin any where, though curse him ! I should hare 
been glad to spoil that beautiful model of his too." 

** I teil you, Jack," was the reply, " that it is all your 
own fault Had you arrested the chap at once, instead of 
bothering with the Major, we roight have been drinking the 
Uood-money at this moment, instead of airing ourselves 
here upon this d — d moor. But you're always so." 

" Hark ! what is that V* interrupted a third. 
^ Just at this moment a piece of broom by which Allan had 
hitherto sustained himiself gnvp way, and he slid with a 
heavy crash down into the bottom. " Fire ! firc !" was the 
Word instantly given and as proniptly obcyed. Half a dozen 
carbines f ashed, and the balls, directed at random, sang 
*bout the ears of the deserter ; but he sustained no injury. 
He rose — made a dash at the opposite.bank, but found it too 
Bteep; and while he ran, held himself close under the ridge, 
in tne direction of Nairn, with the view of gaining the 
beath as speedily as possible. 

**There he goes! — there he goes!" exclaimed one of the 
troopers, to whom the dark outline of his figure became vi« 
fMe. ** After him, my boys, and tho blood-money is ours 
yet" In an instant the Speaker drove his horse at the ra- 
vine. The noble animal reared, strove to back, and exhi- 
bited evcry symptom of alarm ; but being goaded by the 
spur of its excited rider, plunged forward. The heather 
hissed and crackied under the weight; and horse and man 
roUed headlong into the abyss. A heavy groan gave notice 
that the fall had not been harmless, and the attention of the 
ptrty became immediately recalled to other objects than 
the fugitive. 

Thanking fortune that so mad an attempt had been made, 
Allan fiiiled not to tum the accident to account, by pursn- 
ing, at his utmost speed, his course along the bottom, tili an 
accessible avenue in the farther bank presented itself. He 
roshed up the slope, and was again saluted with a discharge 
of carbines, a ball from one of which ?razed his Shoulder so 
as to draw blood ; but it arrested not his progress for a mo- 
ment On the contrary, aware th&t now his only chance of 
m&^ ]ay in placing a skreen of darkness between him and J 

the mgoons, he bcrnnded over the heath with the lightneaa 1 
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of a deer. And high time it was that every nerve should be 
Btrained, for there was destructiou on all sides of him. The 
dragoons, leaving two of their number to attend to their 
fallen comrade, broke off into parties, and galloping along 
the road, bestowed all their attention in order to disco' 
ver 6ome raeans of access to the moor. Nor, as was tes- 
tified by the sudden cessation of the sharp ring of the hoofSr 
were they long in eff^ting this object. Allan looked roundf 
and looming large against the horizon, both behind and beforer 
he beheld their tall figures, drivinglike the ghosts of mailed 
knightB furiously oyer the heath. " Now, God help me, er 
all is lost/' muttered he to himself. Nevertheless, he deter- 
mined to make one cfifort more, ere putting the issue to a 
mortal arbitrament There was a knoll or gentle eminence 
at no grcat distance, by gainlng the farther side of which he 
calculated that for an instant he should be able to conceal 
himself; and he ran towards it, indifferent to the fact, that 
the pursuers shouted as'thcy followcd at bis hcels. He did 
gain the farther side, and instantly throwing hiraself flat 
upon his face, lay like a hare in her seat, coiled up among 
the heather. 

" Where is he 1"—" Here, here !"— " that's he !"— « see 
where he runs!" These words weroall that he could catch» 
as the horses' hoofs swept over the herbage close to his lair, 
and the troopers dashed forward on their vain search. Bat 
they were enough to assure him that his stratagem had 
succeeded. The voices died away in the distance, and AI« 
lan was safe. 

Not daring to rise, lest his movements should by chance 
attract notice, Allan dragged himself along upon his belly 
tili he had again placed the rising ground between him and 
his enemies. He then crept forward on his hands and kneefl^ 
alike ignorant and indifferent of the route which he might 
Chance to follow, tili he found himself ap{^oaching the 
road, at a point where all traces of the dragoons were loat 
Here he cautiously raised himself to his füll height aod 
looked back. As far as the darkness would allow the 
power of Vision to extend, not a living or moving object was 
discernible either along the road itself, or on the heatk 
through which it ran. His breath, which for some time 
past had come laboured and hcavy, resumed its customarj 
fireedom. Ho feit that the chase was bafBcd and the hoon» 
at fault ; and observing, by a single glance towards the etan^ 
that he had moved in the right direction, his cheerfiihrapi 
and ßelf'COuMeiiQe returned. " AlPs not lost that's iv ~ 
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^r,*' said he, and resuming bis march, pressed forward at a 
pajce considerably beyond the order of a common walk, yet 
sufficiently restrained to have his wind frcsh and efficient 
for any unlooked-for cmergency that might befall. 

The occurrences, which in thei^ description have occu- 
pied so large a portion of Ibis cbaptcis took up scarcely 
twenty rainutes while in progress. The wtt)le series of > 

events, indeed, aince the dismissal of Allan by Major Tem- 

Ee, scarcely comprehended the space of an houri so rapidly 
id one adventure followed another, in the proceedings of 
that evening. But the remainder of the night was, at least 
to Allan, harren enough of adventure. Though journcying, 
to use a Basque proverb, " with hare's ears and cat's eyes," 
neither sight nor hearing played him false ; and the return 
of dawn found him, harassed indeed, and stifiT with the ex- 
ertions of one half hour, but sccure from all danger of recap- 
ture. 

The light of the new day disclosed to Allan a scene on 
which, evcn in ordinary times, no man could have gazed 
nnmoved, but ^hich, circumstancod as he was then, failed 
Bot to excite streng and varied emotions. A wide and bar- .: 
ren muir was immediately around him, bounded on th^ right*'!- 
by the Moray Frith, and on the left by the river Nairn, suf- 
mounted on its farther bank by a ränge of hold, though not 
very lofty mountains; while in the remote distance, uprose 
the romantic town of Inverness-^with its old cästle, its two . 
spires, and its noble river sweeping majestically along i^M^f* 
€dge. It was a bleak and desolate region — scarcely di- ' * 
vested of a shadow of its barrenness by the intervention, on 
the seaward side, of the house of Culloden, with its cold 
and leafless parks, or grass-fields. Nevertheless, in Allan's 
eyes, the scene was füll of interest. He knew that the 
country across which he was^passing, lonstituted the last 
hold of the Chevalier upon the dominionsof his ancestors ; — 
and his bosom burned when he thought of the desperate 
strugglc that impended, to secure the permanent possession 
even of that That the struggle would inevitablv take 
place ere many days expired, his knowledge of the designs 
of the royal leaders made him aware. He had already made 
np his mind touching the expediency of precipitating the 
colli8k>n ; and he now hurrieH forward for the purpose o£ 
opening out his views to the Priuce, or in the event of hi» 
failing to see him, to Lord George Murray, or some other 
cf the faeadsofdepartments. , 

It wBä AUaD^B JDtcotion to make at onceiox \(VNe(c^«ii^V 
bat he waajet aome milea removed fcoca iI^'^'VisüYa^ 
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served that a dense column was advancing, coveredi as aq 
army is wont to be in an enemy's presence, by a cloud ot 
skirmishers. By and by the clamour of bagpipes, drnms, 
and other military instruments, came up upon tlie breeze— 
while tbe ostentation witfa which the march seemed to be 
conducted, altogether removed the idea that any thing like 
a demonstration for the purpose of bringin? on a batüe was 
intended. He was at a loss to account ror ttie stränge show, 
yet bis bosom glowed as he watched it Nearly six months 
had elapsed eince he last beheld the tartans, arrayed, as they 
DOW were, with military pomp. So varied, too, and pro- 
foundly interesting had been the period referred to, that on 
looking to events as the monuments of time, each month 
appeared a year — insomuch that the bodom of the gazer 
beat with the kind of enthusiasm which he experiencesi 
who, afler an absence of half a life-time, revisits bis native 
country. He quickened his pace without being sensible 
that he had done so, and was soon within musket-shot of the 
patrois — which carefully, and in good order, skreened tbe 
approach of the main body. 

A solitary traveller who presents himself % front of tbe 
advance of an army, is scarcely regarded as an object of 
curiosity, far less of suspicion. As the mastiff disdains to 
notice the cur that yelps at his heels, so raen, armed, and 
in masses, cast jealousy of individuals behind them, glorying, 
as it were, in the strength which they poesess, and holding 
cheap all paltry endeavours to undermine or circumvent it 
•The treatment which Allan received on the present occasioD, 
was not difierent from that which might have been cxpectcd 
to attend him/ He was aet wo much as challenged, bat 
mingling freely with the scoutiug party, received permission 
to pass to the rear, unobserved, because totally disreganled. 
He thusgained, witiout explahation, the head of tbe columiif 
"where, however, a new scene opened upon him. The Mac 
Diarmids, as usual, led the van. Allan Breck became knowa 
to them at a glance, and a murmur ran frora rank to rankr 
iodicative of a stränge commingling of feeling. 

**Good faeavens ! Allan," exciaimed Mac Diarmid, himself 
ridinff to the front, ** come you from the world of spiritsi 
You nave been in the return of killed ever since the afikir 
at St Ninian's; in the name of fortune, whence are 
you?" 

" Prom the Southern host, Mac Diarmid," replied AllaD, 
*'aiid loaded with intelligence, which it is necessary that I 
aboüld communicate lo Üie ^liae^ i\vQv«eld I pray yoOi 
Ibereferei to be my guide to üie ^9ic«Q»uc«^'«\i«t^^\»ssA«i«^ \ 
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: may be well if you, and such as resemble you in courage 
nd hardihood, be present at oar interview." 

" From the Southern host l" exclaimed the chief. " In 
ite's name, what can have detained you there ? and how is 
^ that you have escaped the lot of others in your situa- 
ion 1" 

" All that you shall know in good time," replied Allan, 
only in the mean while lead me to the Prince, or ifthe 
susk be unpleasant, permit me to seek him by myself. But 
/here is Parson Neil V* 

" Returned, as prudence suggested," answered Mac Diar- 
lid, " to a country which will soon cease to be oura^ Allan, 
7ith all your faults, I know you to be brave, and though we 
ave sometimes clashed, you, I am aware, will not accuse 
le of lukewarmness in the common cause. But be assured 
[lat it is all over with us. We are advancing now — why, 
Jod alone can teil ; but take my word for it — one week 
aore will see the bubble burst, and then wtere are we 1" 

"I hope not— I hope not!" replied Allan, rapidly. "I 
tnow that you are reputed in Cumberland's lines to be in a 
täte of uttei^issolutibn, but if there be vigour among you 
strike one stroke more, the tide of fortune may yet be 
urned. Therefore, I say again, lead me to the Prince. I 
lave that to communicate which may, and I trust will, give 
kbrighter colouring to the web of bis existence." 

" I rejoioe to hear it," was the reply ; " and here, in good 
ime, coraes the Prince himself. Now, Allan, let your 
:ounsel be such as shall at once place the crown on the 
lead of its rightful owner, and promote the welfare of the 
ace to which you belong." 

Allan cast upon bis young chief a glance, which seemed 
exprcss that ho fully understood the selfishness implied 
n the 1 alter part of this remark, yet ^e offered no observa- 
ions upon it ; indeed there was no time to do so, for tho 
Prince, attended by bis stafi^, rode up at the moment, and 
Vlac Diarmid called his immediate attention to Allan. It 
equired no elaborate explanation to make known to one, 
wssessed of the tact peculiar to Charles Edward, who the 
itranger was, and what his errand. He remembered im- 
nediately the gallant Commander of his rear-guard, spokc 
n terms of admiration of the defcnce of St Ninian's, and 
expressed his astonishment that he should have escaped with 
ife from his last act of chivalrous daring. He was abcrat t» 
bllow up these compliments with other and more däU^ 
guished marks of his iavour, when Allan intettw^XßäiVvwöi:^" vi 

^ I thank your Royal Highness," aaid Yie, ** fct "wHmä? 
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have said, and for much more that you intended to say ; bot 
I heg of you to defer all compliments tili a more conveoient 
season. Mac Diarmid has just told you that I have been a 
spy in the enemy's camp some time. The case is so, aad 
there \b much within my knowledge with which it behooves 
your Highness to become acquainted. Permit me, thcD, 
with all humility, to crave that you call a council-of-war as 
soon as it can conveniently be assembled, when I think that 
I.have that to lay before it which may materiaily aflfect 
your interests. In the mcan while, I will rotire with my 
Chief, who will, I trust, be able to replace these pedlar's 
duds with habiliments more fitting your Roy«l Highness's 
presence ; and if not, I am ready at a call." 

"If not," replied the Prince, "you shall become one of 
your Prince's clan ; that is to say, supposing you not reluc- 
tant to assume the Stuart tartan, when the only choice is 
betweenthat and a Lowland disguise." 

" I am my Prince's faithful follower," replied Allan ; " but 
. a Stuart I cannot pretend to be." 

" Well, well ! be that as you please," replied the Cheva- 
lier smiling, as he wheeled his horse round : " at all events, I 
go to summon a Council, and you shall be wamed as soon as 
it assembles. Come either as a Mac Diarmid, or a Stuart, 
or a Lowland pedlar, and you are welcome." 

As he said this, the Prince Struck spurs into his horse, and 
rode to the rear; while Allan walked forward with bis 
Chief to Drummossie Moor, where the army received ordere 
to bivouac. 

It is well known that the condition of the Highland army 
was, at this period of the war, as nearly desperate as that of 
any body of brave men can be who retain arms in their 
hands. Cut off from all communicatiou with France, and 
hemmed-up in a steril corner of Scotland, there prevailed 
throughout the camp a total want of every thing uecessary 
to the well-being of an army. The military ehest wa« 
empty; half of the men were destituie of shoes; and provi- 
slons were so scarce, that the only ration issued out consisted 
of a roorsel of bread to each individual, composed of the 
Bweepings of the mill-floors rather than of flour. Nor were 
their prospects of the future, in many respects, more cheer- 
ing than their actual condition. Should they wait to receive 
a battle, they must fight on ground peculiarly favouraWe to 
the Operations of cavalry and artillery, arms in both of which 
they were weak, besides sustaining the attack of almost twice 
tbeir owd numbcrs, füll of confidence, and in the higbeal 
Mtäte of dißQipline and order, Oii \ii^ q'O^.^c toid^«. &ttlo * 
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«oul'd be declined only at the expense of abandoning their 
last magazine, with the town of Invernetss. And grantiDg 
that they did make this sacrifice, whitber were they to pro- 
eeed ? For a wintep campaign among the mountains toey 
were totally unfit, fbr even a Highlander cannot exist on 
air ; and should they disperse, the chances were more thaa 
equal that they would never reunite,.at least in time tore* 
new the struggle with any prospect of success.. There 
were, indeed, many circumstances which would have ren^ 
dered the delay of a few days desirable, because, though the 
troops must have suffered even from that, their sufrcrings 
could be borne, and the lapse of a few days would doubtless 
bring in several streng detachments, which were known to 
be on their march to re-enforce the Prince. But it was not 
in the power of the Chevalier, by any manceuvring, to com- 
mand this delay. With his Opponent rested the choice when 
tostrike; he could efiect nothing more than the arrange- 
ment of such dispositions as, in Eis own eyes and those of 
his geuerals, promised best to prepare them for the struggle. 

It was not yet noon when the troops received orders to 
halt, and to arrange themselves in position with their right 
towards the Nairn, their lefl stretching seaward as far as the 
enclosure round Culloden, and their centre on the open moor. 
They piled their arms and began to light fires, but the panga* 
of hunger were soon feit among them to a degree which 
set all the rules of discipline at defiance. His wretched 
crust had been issued to each of them in the morning, and- . 
there were no commissaries' stores from which to draw 
more ; while, far and near, the few habi table spots that lay 
within reach had long ago 5een stripped of every thipg ca- 
pable of sustaining life. First one, then another, fbund bis 
patience give way under intense sufiering.- The men quit- 
ted their arms, and the road to Invernesa was ffradually 8een> 
to blacken with whole companies hurrying back in confusion, 
with the hope of finding in the town the means of supporUii^ 
nature. Such was the moral condition of the army, when 
the Prince, followed by all the heads of elans, — by Ltnd' 
George Murray, General Stapleton, Cölonel SuUivan, and 
other officers of rank and distinction, — withdrew to a litUe 
eminence apart from the bivouac, for* the purpose of re* 
ceiving the intelligence which Allaa had undertaken to 
oommunicate, and determining on the eoürse whioh it be*- 
hooved them to adopt 

When Allan, in obedience to the snmmons which calledr ^ä 
him into the presence, reached the hülock on v^ch thf - JB 
Council had met,.h&found most of th^cn^TBfc^ftMaiy^fc^ 

7* 'y:. 
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it not, as might bave been expected, in anxious deliberatioa 
oonceruing tbe gcneral afiaira of the army, but discussing, 
with more of eagernesB than urbanity, sundry minute poiats 
concemipg precedence and position in the Irne. One loudly 
oomplain^ that bis people had been deprived of tbe post 
which tbey bad, from time immemorial, maintained in the 
^Bojral army ; anotber eitber contested the honour, or grum- 
bled because some otber equally valueless distinction was 
denied bim. All, however, united in pressmg upon tlle 
Prince their respective Claims to bis notice ; and not a few 
nuide their demands in a tone rather of threatening than 
entreaty. Mean while, the Chevalier bore with the way- 
wardness of bis followers, and employed ev^ry art to sooth 
and conciliate; and if at times an e^pression of sorrow 
passed over bis countenance, he instantly, and by a strong 
effi)rt, dispelied It Nevertheless, it was very evident that 
the arrival of Allan was feit by bim as a relief indescribably 

great ; for he brokeoff at once from a little circle that beset 
im, and exclaimed, ** I pray you, gentlemen, to leave these 
inatters for consideration at some future time. Here comes 
one who has had the means of acquiring much knowledge 
respecting the enemy's designs and condition, and possesses 
all the talent requisite for turning bis knowledge to account. 
I called you together for the sole pur.pose of hearing what 
he might communicate, and of assisting me with your advice 
as to the best use which wo can make of the advantage 
which bis report might give us. As a personal favour, aa 
the last, perhaps, that I may ever request at your bands, I 
beseech you to for'get, for the present, all pomts of minor 
importance, and to turn your attention to this one subject 
And now, Allan, say on, We are impatient to learn hbw 
you bave contrived to pass unobserved tbrough tbe enemy's 
lines, and what Information you bring.'* 

Finding that the Prince*s appeal was not disregarded, 
Allan proceeded to give a brief but clear narrativeof all that 
- had befallen him since the skirmish at St. Ninian's. He 
described tbe Duke of Cumberland^s army as infinitely su- 
perior, in every respect, to any which tbey had yet encoun- 
iered, eitber in whole or by detaciiments ; and declared bis 
tonviction that they could not, with their present numbers, 
—more especially, enfeebled as tbey were, — hope to obtain 
in the open field anotber victory. But, if they chose to risk 
an attempt at surprise, an opportanity of playing so despe* 
rate a card was thcn within their reach. That day bad been 
given up by Cumberland to bis men as a season of jollityv 
ßod it WH9 not probable that a very vigilant guard woulj « 
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be preserved by people occupied in keepiog aa a featival 
the anuiversary or their Generalis birth. He was proceed« 
lag in this strain when the Prince interrupted him. 

^ It is our last stake, gentlemen, and if yoa see the matter 
as I do, in God*B name let us risk it ! I am not, indeed, 
prepared to admit that, however superior in numbers and 
cquipment, my cousin must necessarily overthrow us, even 
in open fight But in desultory warfare we know that we 
are far superior to him. I gi\e myvoice, therefore, fbr an 
attack upon bis camp this night What say you V 

The boldest measures are usuallv esteemed the wisest by 
men who feel their condition to oe desperate, yet dare to 
look danger in the face. Almost every officer present en- 
tered at once into the Prince's views, and Lord Greorffe 
Murray, though he argued against them, was forced to yield. 
After a short but animated conversation, therefore, it was 
determined that the stragglers should be called in at once, 
and preparations made for pushing upon Nairn immediately 
afler dark — where, the enemy's camp being but nine or ten 
miles distant, it was calculated that they would arrive two 
or three hours before dawn. This done, the council-of-war 
broke up, and the members dispersed themselves in every 
direction, for the purpose of restoring something like con* 
aistency to ranks which the pressure of es^traordinary su& 
feriqg had confused. 



/ 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Thb results of that eventful revolution, od w 
crown of England may be said to have depended, 
known. Rendered desperate by their sufferings, 
the most loyal among the Highlanders refused, a 
ding of their officers, to quit Inverness; and hence 
which assembled on Drummossie Moor, at eight ( 
night on the 15th of April, instead of comprising 
fi)ur and five thousand men, feil considerably sho 
thousand. Still the Chevalier Insisted on followir 
plan which had been agreed upon at the counc 
troops were, therefore, divided into two columns, at 
of one of which Lord George Murray placed himj 
the whole, quitting their ground in order and 
marched, not along the road, but over the face of tl 
heath, in the direction of the English camp. 

The night was dark and dimnal, as if it had bee 
sign of Heaven to grant to these bold adventurer 
benefit of concealnient That circumstance, howev 
in one respect favoured them exceedingly, proved, 
other point of view, grievously hurtful to them. J 
of guides, and unaided by any pre^^ious knowiedg 
country, the heads of their columns diverged larg 
their proper line of march, and carried the troops 
the heart of the moor, amid bogs, morasses, and inn 
incumbrancefl.' Frequent checks, the consequenc 
obstructions, took place. Those in rear, ignorar 
causes of these halts, became restless and unqui< 
was found impracticable amid the gloom to hinder 
fiom straggling. Thus, at every step, the column 
lesB and less manageable, as well as weakened by tfa 
off of multitudes whom curio^tv led astray^ tili ii 
tbe e&cient fbrce which it wauld have been possibl 
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into action could scarcely be computed as exceediog twelve 
hundred men. 

Afler a tedious and toilsome march, tbe leading divisiona 
arrived at a place called Kilrarack, an ancient pile, which 
was known to bc distant from the English camp about thfee 
Scotch miles. The men were by this lime worn down with 
fatiguc and fasting ; the space yet to be traversed precluded 
.even the hope of reaching the nearest of the outposts ere 
daybreak ; and that the chances of a surprise were already 
removed entirely, no great while elaps^ ere they obtained. 
assurance. Lord George Murray, who led the advance, had 
ordered a halt, while he sent to the rear one more in addi- 
tion to inany previous megsengers, for the purpose of hurry- 
ing it forward, when auddenly the long roll of a drum, fol- 
lowed by the blast of many trumpets, warned hiro that bis 
Opponent was on the alert He saw that the attempt had 
utterly failed ; he knew that, even when fresh, twelve hun- 
dred men, however brave, are no match for as many thou- 
sauds; and he dctermined on bis own responsibility, let the 
consequences be what they might, to suspend tl)e attack. 
It was to no purpose that Allan, with othcrs of an cqually 
&nlent temperament, remonstrated against the determina- 
tioü. Afler a few minutes spent in altercation and debate, 
tbe column was directed to countermarch, and a retreat 
began — disastrous while in progress, and absolutely fatal in 
its results. 

Weak with travel, and buming with indignation, Allan 
Breck found himself, at seven o'clock on the morning of the 
16th, amid the enclosed fields which lie near the house of 
Culloden. His men, less capable of enduring*fatigue than 
^self, were scattered over the whole face of the country, 
a few only retaining their njaces in the column ; while the 
remainder straggled far ajpfl wide, or lay like over-wrought 
cattle on the moor. But even from such as adhered to bim, 
Allan received not the treatment which he imagined that 
^ zeal in the cause deserved. It was soon known that the 
project of a night attack had originated with him. In the 
field, as well as in civil life, plana which fail of success are 
almost always condemned as unwise in principle; and if 
these in their execution have subjected persons, sorely tried 
already, to fresh bardships, it is scarcely to be wondered at 
if their authors become objects of distaste. Allan was openly 
accused of risking the existence of the army in order to ac- 
complish some selfish purpose of his own. His very kin&- 
man cast upon him looks of bitter hoaüVit^^ ^nVA^ >Xk«^ 
•^tißfr Bbunned biß presence ot loaded Yim nnV^ x^^xov^^V 
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tili in the end he was fain to withdraw from the ranks, in a 
State of mind little removed from madness. He cursed him- 
self, bis race, the cause in which he was embarked, and all 
mankind ; for finding that no one sought him out, he be- 
Ueved that he was by all forsaken. 

In this desperate mood he had lain about four hours, re- 
gardless even of the cravings of hunger, when a yell of bag- 
pipes, which sounded the gatherings in all directions, r&* 
called him to himself. He sprang from the damp earth, 
and, Casting his eyes forward, beheld the brown moor dark- 
ened by heavy masses of men, which seemed, as it were, \o 
come up from beneath the horizon. Immediately aroupd, 
again, he saw the clans assembling under their respective 
Chiefs, and staff officers galloping over the field, for the pur- 
pose of assigning to each its proper Station in the line. 
Allan was at no loss in surmising that the battle which they 
had declined to- give under the cloud of night they would 
soon be forced to accept in open day ; and though he soarce- 
ly hoped for victory, the anticipation produced in him ez- 
ceedingly pleasurable sensations. Like other desperate men, 
he found in high excitement the best and only eure for re- 
flection; and he experienced at the present moment, he 
ecarce knew why, an irresistible desire to see the fate of 
the insurrection determined. He joined his clan, where, 
in the hour of real danger, he knew that he would be wel- 
come ; and he found that the very persons who Imd been 
loudest in their reproaches a few hours ago, hailed bis re- 
turn with expressions of the liveliest satisfiiction. 

The Highland army was soon arranged in two lines, with 
a small reserve of horse, among whom, at the earnest en- 
treaty of his followers, the Chevalier took post The right 
leaned upon a farm-house, and was partially covered by one 
or two turf walls; the left extended in the direction of Cul- 
loden, to a point where a morass or bog aibrded shelter 
from the cavalry ; while twelve guns, the whole of the ar- 
tillery, weredivided into three brigades, one to protect each 
flank, the other to strengthen the centre. In this order they 
stood for a while, as if waiting the attack of the enemy, wiK> 
came on slowly but in compact array. But it m not oar 
business to describe in detail either the manceuvres which 
preceded this battle, or the progress of the battle itself. 
Enough is done when we State, that the Duke of Cumber« 
land, after deploying, threw himself again into column; that 
he moved on in spite of a desultory and idmost harmleai 
eaoiioflade from the Highlandcrs^ and drew up at lut wkbki 
gnpe ihoty arranged iu \h«LX c;V<»]^«t^ <r^«c^ ^««(^fiäxVl 
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placing the reserve oppoeite to the ititervals in the front 
line, renders the route of botli extreraely difficult Finally, 
he caused his caonons to he planted in such a manner as at 
once to keep down the Uro of his opponcnts, and to infilade 
a portion of the Highland line ; which, aflcr a few changes 
of ground, designed rather to distract than seriouslj to 
threaten, resumä its poaition as already described. 

It was now one o'clock, and the sky, which had hitherto 
been bright and cloudless, began to overcast ; and a storm 
cameup, which soon drove in the faces of the Highlanders 
a cutting shower of sleet. They feit the inconvenience 
extremely, and augured perhaps the more gloomily, from 
recollecting the share which a similar occurrence had had 
in securing to them their success at Falkirk. But whatever 
the «entiments of men might be on this head, their attention 
was soon drawn away to another and more scrious ground 
of annoyance. The English artillery began to open, and 
the guns heing served with great accuracy, foarful gaps 
were made in the insurgent ranks. Under that dietant fire 
the Highlanders became restless and uneasy. They cla- 
monred to be led to the cbarg«e ; and their Chiefs, well aware 
that such clamours could not be neglected with impunity, 
gave the word. On rushed that plaided line, with the fury 
of the whirlwind. It was to n^ purpose that the Royal 
troops poured in a volley, under which multitudes feil never 
to rise again. Closing in, one upon the other, in order to 
fill up the Spaces, the Highlanders still advanced, tili scarce- 
ly twenty yards divided them from their adversaries. Then, 
and not tili then, was their iirc delivered; afler which, 
puUing their bonnets over their brows, they sprang with a 
wild cry upon the hedge of bayonets that protruded to re- 
ceive them. They swept it away, as the mountain stream 
in its fury sweeps away the fisherman's frail weir ; and 
then rushed fbrward in wild disorder upon the reserve. 

Thus far, Allan, ever foremost in the mel6e, accompanied 
his countrymen. He had rec^ived, indecd, without regard- 
ing them, two musket shots, while compassing the Space 
that intervened between the lin^s; and he clove his way 
through the English ranks, tili the claymore, from hilt to 
point, dripped with göre. But with the reserve he came not 
m contact While cheering forward his men, a sudden flash 
paased across his eyes, and all consciousness lefl him. He 
fbU to the ground, midway between the ruins of the brokaa 
^ne, and the firra and scrried array, that vomited thith % 
torrent of fire od ita ofisaiiants. 
■* Tfwday wa$ weonng apoce, when AWan TQCO^^t^^^ 
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eenses, and found himself lying alone upon the heath, whera 
thousands had recently congregated under the influence of 
angry passions, to stake life and limb upon the turn of a 
die. Far away, in the direction of Inverness, the shouti 
and cries of men were still audible ; and here and there, 
though manifestly at a distance, a straggling musket-shot 
might be heard ; but immediately round himself all appeared 
as quiet as if the foot of the heath-fowl alone had ever trod- 
den the moor. With great difficulty he raised himself upon 
his elbow and looked round. About üve yards in his rear 
lay the bodies of three men, two dressed in the tartans 
peculiar to his clan, the other arrayed in an English uni- 
form. Before him, again, at the distance of forty or fifty 
paces, multitudes were stretched out in their last slumber, 
while on oither flank frequent red spots on the heath showed 
where many a gallant spirit had quitted its carthly tene- 
ment. Not a living creature, however, was near, and 
Bcarcely in the remote distance could a few figures be seen, 
moving, like the spirits of evil, among the slain, for pur- 
poses of plunder. Encouraged by these Symptoms, Allan 
struggled to regain his feet, and in spite of excessive paia 
and great weakness, succeeded. He found that he had re- 
ceived flesh wounds in many places, one of which had 
scored his forehead; but the facility with which his limbs 
BUpported him, gave proof that at least no bone was broken. 
Rejoicing in that circumstance, he resolved to make one 
effort moro for the preservation of a life which the fortune of 
battle had sparcd ; and too surely taught by the spectacle» 
within Observation how the day had gone, he was at no \o» 
what route to foUow. He crawled at random towards the 
hüls, trusting to chance for some shelter ; and anxious only 
to escape the certain and immediate death which he was 
well aware mustovertake him if discovered by the English. 
At every step which he took in the direction of the 
Nairn, Allan received additional proofs of the total rout of 
his friends. Plaided warriors, stiffening in their göre, 
covered the surface of the moor; while only at intervals the 
dead body of a dragoon testified that they had not fallen 
unavonged. By and by he passed the cannon, overset and 
abandoned, which but a fev7 hours ago had given assurance 
to one flank of the army. Banners too, bagpipes, and other 
portions of the pageantry of war, lay scattered here and thcriv 
aroid arms abandoned ; for as yet the spoilers had done their 
duty only in part, and the whole of this^-disastrous field umm 
not poUuted bv their presence. 
Allan fihuddered as he gazed\]LV^\wito'9>i«dL^>^»Su^ 4 
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lant band, whoso hopes and expcctations had originally ex- 
tended to the overthrow of one throne and tlie erection of 
another. Yet to say the truth, his was not a Situation in which 
man find it convenient to waste uiuch of their commiseration 
on other objects ihan themselves. His wounds gradually 
stiffencd as ni<;ht came on ; and the horriblc idea was ever 
prcscnt with him, that, afler all, some stratrnflcr would surcly 
overtake and lead him back a prisoncr to the southern lines. 
But Allan fbrgot, in the terrors by which he was surrounded, 
one invaluable source of protection that yet belonged to him. 
Ho had füund no opportunity of reeuming the costume of hia 
country, but fought, feil, and now sought to escapc, in the 
disguise of a Lowland pedlar. Whelher or not the circum- 
itance did avail we cannot pretend to say, but it is certatn 
that more than one group of stragglers passed him afar ofi^ 
who, had the tartans fluttered in their eyes, would have 
doobtless giveii chase to the wcarer. 

The Bun had set above an hour ere he crossod the Nainl^ 
conaiderahly above the spot where one shattered division of 
hiBcomradPs had made gocKi their retreat. He niado at once 
for the hüls, and finding the gorge ofa secludcd valjpy open 
iliDOst to the ford, he entered it without rescrve. Pain and 
weakness, howevor, pressed him so severely, that his limbs 
Bioved as if a»ton of lead were attachcd to cach; and it be- 
eatne apparent to himself that nature would not for many 
boars longer sustain the excessive trials .to which he was 
wbject Yet ho struggled on tili the darknessclosed round 
him, when at length even his resolution gave way. He sat 
^n upon a rock, and with the apathy which usually at- 
tends persons circumstanced as he was then, permitted his 
head to fall up<m his bosoui, and ceascd to think. 

Prom this deplorable. State, which if maintained many 
BÜnotes longer niust have inevitably terminated in lethargy 
töd death, he was roused by a conlused noise of voices, is- 
wiDg, as it appeared, from someshed or buildingat no great 
diatance. He opened his hcavy eyes, and was cheered by 
beholding, at a gun-shot from his resting-place, a red light 
Itream through the gloom. Could he but reach it — could 
be but make his Situation known, what to him did it matter 
whether friend or foe rcceived himi From fricnds, if such 
they should prove to be, he would doubtless obtain shelter 
lad food ; — from enemies — why then he could only suffer, 
nnder a milder form, the fate which must shortly overtake 
bim where he sat. Thus rcasoning, Allan brought his last 
energies both of mind and body into play, and creeping, fbr 
ka could no Jon^er walk, approachcd a eViieWvi^ ot «kv«"^ 
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herd*s hovel, within which it was apparent that othcrs 
its ordinary occupants hati assenibled. Hc listened — Ü/ 
the Gaelic languaore, and rojoicing in the fbrtunate accic 
which broujjht him thither, dra»r2fed hims(?lt* towards 
doorway. A wild and unearthly sccno opened out be, 
him. Huddled so closely totrether, tliat tlipre was no n 
for any one to lie at len^th, about twonty l'ugitivcs t'rom 
battle occupiod the hovel. Tlioy were all, as their jjhai 
countenanccä and bloody ^arnients gave proofi rnore or 1 
severcJy wounded ; and llicy seemed, like men wliose 
hope has been bligfhted — maddened witli dospair. AI 
folt that he was a sufferer in the sainc cause to which tl 
had devoted themselvea ; he did not, tliorefuro, hositate 
proceed; but he had scarcoly shown hia head within 
lintels of the doorway, ere he was assailed with a vollej 
curaes. 

" Who are you 1" demanded one wlio leaned ar^ainst 
wall, "and what do you want hcre 1 B^irono, or by all tbi 
sacred, I will plun<re this dirk in yonr bosoin !" 

•*Stab him ! cut him down I" exclaimcd st^veral voices 
onee, ** there is no room here for niore; kill him if be < 
deavours to pass you." 

"I am one of yourselves," replied Allan, "an:l dyi 
from wounds and starvation ; for Go.Ts sukc yive nie sliel 
from the night air, and a niorsrl orfotid." 

"Wehave no.fixxl for oursclve?, still less for you," 
plied one peculiarly hagnfard-lookinor wretch; "and as 
shelter, don*t you see that there are alroady nioro of us h( 
than the place will holdl Begone, or eise your blood be 
your own head." 

As he spoke the madman levelled a pistol at Allan a 
iired. The ball flew wide of i:s mark, but Struck direc 
in the forehead of another unfortuiiatc wretch, who 1 
without a groan and expirbd. There was an immedü 
hubbub of voices, during which, Allan, still awakc to \ 
instinct of fielf-preservation, withdrew; yet such was 1 
eztremity c i' bis weakness, that ere he had cotnpassed foi 
yards, he feit himself unable to proceed farther. He I 
down in a sort of ditch, which, though wct at the botto 
served in some degree to skreen him from the biting wii 
and closing bis eye», prepared to welcome a sleep, fn 
which it was more than probable that he would neverawal 
But ere that last sleep overcame bim, new occurrences to 
I>lace, well calculated to rouse even a dying man into ex« 
thn. 
Tbe report of the pialol ievet\)eTb.\!vEk^^m\d the rock» t 
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orriefl near, could not fail to be heard at a great distance, 
nd doubtioss altracted ihe attention of a body of Englieh 
ragoons who were at that monient return ing from the pur- 
uit of a portion of the futritivcs. So at leost, Allan was led 
3 conjecture, when the sound of horecs' hoofs dashing up 
tje grien, all at once feil upon bis ear. He did not venture 
3 lift his hoad above the level of the ditch, coneequently 
36 scnse of hearing whs bis eole informnnt, yet was the 
ile told by it gnfficiently intelligible to excite in him sen- 
itions of the deepest horror. He heard the horsemen 
weep along, tili thoy suddenly halted beside the hut 
^hen caine a babol of crirs, oaths, entreaties, and Insults, 
aterminijlrd with a firin^ of carbines and pistols, and the 
Toans of the wounded and the dyiiig. But the conclusion 
3 thiö terrific scene was the most revolling of all. A loud 
beer caiisod the hills to reverberate, as a strong flarae 
ißing to hoavon indicated that the shielinjr was on fire. 
• Den came shrieks, wild, dissonant, but unheeded ; and last 
fall a silrnco, brokcn only by the cracklinnr of the flames, 
Jid the receding rattle of the troopers' appointments. 

Allnii's hair etood on cnd, and his tongue clave to the 
oofof his mouth, as his imagination delineatod, but too cor- 
ectly, the drama which had just bcen actcd. Ho did not, 
lowever, muster courajje to look out upon its site, tili the 
lying splcndour of the flame told him that all wasovcr; 
•nd evcn then he raised his head with a stränge com- 
ningling of personal lear and hope, of which in other days 
le would have bcen ashamed. A dreadful picture it was, 
^ which his eye rested. Of the shieling, nothing re- 
nained except a mass of decaying embers, the lurid glare 
fom which cast a red light over the turf around, upon 
l'hich lay the body of a sinjrle trooper, who had doubtless 
Ulen during tho aflray. As to the unfortunate fugitives 
i^ho had so rudely repolled his advances, not a vestige of 
hem rcmainod; and Allan guessed too truly the nature of 
be fate which had overtakon them, to be very desirous of 
fessing his researchrs far. With the selfishnt .^, however, 
'hieb is inseparable from extreme misery, he strove to turn 
)his own advantage even such a transaction as this. He 
rawled forth from his ditch, approached the dead trooper, 
nd beofan to examine him. Allan was literally dying for 
ick of food, and his feelings may be imagined wheibffae 
»DFid that the man^s haversack adhered to his penson, and 
«t it contained meat, bread, and a hörn of spirits. What 
ihim were all considerations of the price at wbich a bu>^^'^ 
leal mi^'bt be purcbosed l He ale and di^i\V.NCkn^wW|>i 
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■eized the cloak of the dead man, and wrapping it roa 
him, lay down with his feet to tbo fire, in which tweWe 
his countrymen had perished. In fivc minutes he w 
buried in a eleep as profound as it proved refresliing. 

It was broad day when Allan awoke; etiflT, indced, frc 
his wounds, but in every other respect a different man frc 
what he was when he lay down. Not for an instant was 
regardicsd of the perils attendingf his Situation, or of t 
necessity for immodiate exertion which these imposed up 
Lim ; and as he had fortunately reserved eome fragmei 
from his supper of the preceding evening, he made ready 
resume his tiight, with better hopes of escape. Before qu 
ting his ground, however, a natural impulse urged him 
examine into the State of the ruined hovel, and he found 
to be in no respect different from what bis most tcrril 
imaginings had represented. — Within the area lay a et 
fus^ mass of halt-consumed carcasses, poiluting the ato 
sphcre with a pestilential odour. They were huddl 
indiscriminately one upon the other, denoting that the i 
fortonate men had perished while vainly struggling 
escape; for one only lay beyond what was originally 1 
doorway, and even his limbs had manifestly been consum 
in the conflagration. Allan V blood ran cold, and, calk 
as he was, he could not but attribute to more than accid( 
the circumstance of his repulse from this devoted asserob 

Uaving thus satisßed his curiosity, and possessed himi 
of a purse contaiiiing a few pieces of gold, which he fbv 
concealed in the bosom of the dcad trooper, Allan eet f 
ward, entirely ignorant as to the direction which he mi{ 
Chance to follow, and anxious only to shun the district 01 
which the victorious Royalists were likely to have spri 
themselves. He found, however, afler a painfui progr< 
of a few hours, that his strength was totally inndequate 
sustain the fatigues of travel ; and he had again made 
his mind to perish, when in a secluded glen, beside the hc 
of a small inland lake, a mean cottage became visib 
With the utmost difficutty his swollen limbs supported h 
as far as that point. It was inhabited by a poor couple, wl 
regardless of the risks which they might themselves inci 
freely offered him shelter; and there, within twelve rai 
of the spot on which the battle of Cull»)den was fought, 
reiiided, in safety and comparative comfort, throughout 1 
veral. wreks. Nor did the benevolonce of his hosts c 
fcere. They wouTd acccpt of no remuneration, which, 
do bim justice, he endeavoured to press upon them; a 
tätf carefally watched ÜU an o^^tvauvt^ «bkould offi^r 
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ftcilitatingr bis escape to the Continent It did occur at 
last, and Allan, like many of bis countrymen, more worthjr 
martyrs in so holy a cause, became an exile from the land 
of bis birtb, and the servant of a etranger. 



CHAPTER X. 



Thb couTse of our history Icads us to overleap a apace of 
■wnethinor mor3 than two years, during wbich the last 
■parke of rebellion woro every vvhere quenched in Great 
«itain. Utterly brokcn both in heart and resources, the 
Jacobites had made no efflirts during that interval to retrieve 
the fatal and completo defeat wbich they had sustained at 
Culloden. Of their leaders, many had perished undcr the 
kands of the executioner, — a still greater number werc 
fixiles in foreign lands, white some, still trusting to the 
fidelity of their tenanls and followers, remained in hidin^ 
wnoDg the rocks and faslnesses of their native country. The 
people, again, afler suffering the extremity of military ex- 
action, were beginn ing to recover, to a ccrtain degrce, from 
itaefiects, and the labours of tillago and pasture, wbich had 
töolong been internipted, were partially renewed. Never- 
tbeless, Scotland was far from exhibiting cven yet the 
ipectacle of a nation at rcst within itself, or rejoicing in 
the protection of a mild, though streng, Government; for 
the traveller, whithersoever he directed bis Steps, might 
behold, in mansions deserted, and villnges blackening in 
the 6un, ample proof that society had not recovered ita 
tone. 

If such was the case even in the lowland districts, much. 
flBore terrible, because much more frequent, were the marka 
of royal'Vengcance disccrnible among the straths and glen» 
of the highlands. There was not a settlement belonging to 
the rebei clans which the sword and the flame had been 
pennitted to pass over. Not satisfied with declaring the 
lands forfeited, and the'chiefs and principal gentlemen oat*^ 
lawB, the armed ministers of justice, — if indeed the ten» 
an be used wJber^ onler and justice wexe iXVViefatgftVX w ^*» "^ 
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had inflicted on tlie tenantry and labouring populati 
heard-of cruelties. Detachroents of troops were sent 
with express Orders to pillage and destroy; tbe catth 
driven offor wantonly elaughtered; the shielings wer 
mitted to the flames; the men, insulted, beaten, and 
to seek safety by wandering houseless among the 
perifihed of hunger, while the very women, in mor 
one instance, were expoeed to the grosaest outrages. 
Word, no spccies of violence which a commission 
and sword, even in the most barbarous times, was 
fitood to Warrant, was omitted, tili the very instrum< 
fyranny grew weary of tbeir office, and ceased by d 
to exercise it 

In this fearful Visitation, it is scarcely necessary t 
tbat the country of the clan Diarmid largely partook. ' 
as elsewhere, the crime of a inistaken loyalty was 
fi>r by the ruin of all classes who had been guilty of i 
there, during many months, the ordinary business of 1 
suspended, because men knew not whether they wo 
permittcd to reap the fruits of their own indnstry 
partly through the management of Fergus — partly b 
the thirst even of vengeance cannot hold out for ev 
milder, and inore politic mode of procedure was at 
adopted. Of the guilt of the chicf no doubt could be 
tained. He had led bis clan in the rebellion, and 1 
known to have done sa He was, therefore, being I 
the reach of personal punishment, declared a traib 
bis lands cschcated to the crown. Nevertheless the 
were neither transferred by grant, nor disposed of b 
to any other proprietor, but a commission was appoii 
receive tbe rents, which were handed in, like othei 
nues arising from taxation, to the treasury. Fina 
agent or Steward was noniinated, on whom the cht 
auperintending such coUectionsshould devolve, and \ 
his general dealings with the tenantry, was unders 
■npply the place, and take upon himseif the duties, of 
prietor or landlord. 

At tbe period when oiir history recommencea, all 
eyents had befallen ; and the inhabitants of the stn 
miming their customary occupations, were living in 
of comparativequiet Of the agent of the Governmer 
aaw but little, for they were, generally speaking, pi 
in their payments, and he did not consider it neces: 
Visit them too frequently. Nor was this all. Whil 
4tniggled hard to fuifil the condition^ on which thci 
J0fienJiy perinitled to le^xu üievx ^\itT&a^ üie (euan 
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not unraiDdful of the necessities of him in whom all their 
affectious may be said to have centred. A double rent waB 
regularly coUected. Mac Diarinid was a fugitive and pio- 
ficribed, a atranger at a ibreign court, and destitute of all 
oateDsible means of sustenance. His clan could not permit 
him to appear there otherwise than as became his higti sta« 
tioD : the consequence was, that acting under the control of 
liis representative, Fergus of Ardmore, they transmitted to 
Paris, at tbc accustomed seasons, all that they had been wont 
topay to his ancestors; and if they individually endured 
wdships to which they had hcretofore been unacciistomed, 
they £)und consolation in the idea that he at least was safe. 
And in easy circumstances. 

It was on a nnild and balmy day in November, when Win- 
ter put on, as it were, the livery of autumn, that Fergus, 
entering the little boudoir in which his daughter usually 
nt, proposed that they should walk together as far as Glen* 
arroch. ** We tiave seen nothing of your sunt für some' 
tinifi, Marcelly; and though her manncr bc the reverse of 
gneious, and her prejudiees ahsolutely monstrous, we must 
not fordet that she is cur kinswoman, and deservcs ourpity. 
Yen will not, I am surc, refuse to second nie in another at- 
tempt to break down the barricr which circuinstances have 
Chrown up betwcen us.^ 

" On the contrary,** exclaioied Marcelly, rising as she 
apoke, ^ there is nathiag that I woüld notdo to convince my 
aiint that on cur side,at Icast, the same kind feeling prevails 
thit ever did. I wiJl be with yuu ia a moment." 

''And besides,** continued Fergut^ seriously, ** there is a- 
matter concerning oursclves a^one, whidi I am anxious to 
^iacuw with you ; and we sball probaUy be ieea liablc to in- 
terruption d«ring our ramble than here/' 

^ Wfaatever you wish to oocmnunicate to me^ my dear 
Sither, 1 am ready to receive. But yjou lock grave and 
tboughtful : there is no bad news, I trust — üo chance of a 
i^newal of those frigbtful sccne^ whicli we witnessed ayear 
tgo." 

•*I hope not," replied Fergus, still preserving a fixed so- 
lemnity of xiountenance : ** indeed, I have xio reason to fear 
tbat-*-at least, in its extrem ity. Yet there are difficulties 
tround us whieh may prove serious enoug^i, unless we <;an 
Adl upon some effectual means of ^ispelling them. But go 
and get your «loa k; i will walk on, and you can overtako 
ine as soon as you are ready.'* 

Fergus quitted the little apartment as he spoke; and 
mtdlß Jdaxcelly jnade haste to equ\p heiaeV^,' %Vtc\\^\«v» 
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Biirely towards the bottom of the avcnue. His Btep wai 
withuut buoyaDcy, and his air and general manner werc 
those of a man on whose rnind a J»ad of carc bore heavilv. 
Indeed, bis datighter had obtscrved. that,Kiuring eomc ween 
past, hisitöual exhilaration of spirits had descrted bim. Novi 
fihe couM iiot surmiee any adequate cauee tbr this cbange 
No doubt the State of the clan was abundantly distressinff 
and tbe prospects both of cbief and followers were blaci 
enougb ; but niBither the one nor the other could, as farai 
her inquiries enabled her to discover, be accounted raoc< 
melancholy than thcy had long been. Her anxiety, there- 
fbro, on hi8 account, bad beconie, of late, very great; nai 
she novv hiirricd, not withoiit a painfui aense of some iiD 
pending calamity, to overlake bim. 

Fergus had reached the <rate, and wais descending th( 
eminenceon which Ardmoro iäsituated, when the lightstef 
of his dutitihter followingclosc/bchind, caused bim totun 
round. He 8 niled, but it was ianguidly, as he observedai 
expression of dcep dejwtion in her countenance; and 
taking h«T arm through his, rndeavoured to rally her oi 
her needJess apprehensions. Biit iiis affected gaietyoQl] 
increased the cbill that was already at her heart, and ttu 
hastoned to put an end to it 

** There is some secrct cause of sorrow, I am sure," sak 
8be; " yet you would have rne believc the reverse. I ha« 
aeen it long, and now, I pray you, teil nie tbe vvorst; forao] 
thing is bt'tter than susponse.** 

**Nay, Marcelly," replied her father, "you take the mat 
ter too Bfriously. We are in trouble, 1 admit; in trouble 
not on nur own accounl so much as on that ot others ; though 
in truth, any thing which tends seriously to aflect the peac< 
of our poor neighbours, miist at the ^aine time afFect oun 
But teil ino, what think yon of the sieward? Mac Alpia( 
18 not a bad man, afler all, is he 1" 

"He hae, at loast, behived cquitably towards ua, and Wl 
are so far bound to speak well of him.'* 

".I don't allude to his public condnct, Marcelly ; that, ai 
yon juslly obeerve, has been as mild as the circumstancei 
of the CMse would Warrant, Indeed, I am awarc that he ha 
incurred somc censure in quarters whoro he would leasto 
all desiro to be censurod. However, that is not the qua» 
tion beforo us. 1 speak of him as a man, not as the agen; 
ofgovernment — as agcntleman of good family and connex 
ibta in the country. Duart is a pretty place; — you hav< 
Meeo it,I think?'' 

^Jfo, never; unü of the propT\eloT, both ^q\i and I havi 
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»en too little to be ablo to form any judgmestas to bis per- 
nal merits." 

'• I cannot agree with you, Marcelly. He has been re- 
lated ly our guest; and I must say, that I, for one, never 
served, oitlicr in bis manncr or conversation, any thing 
it what I could admire. He is a Whig, it is true, and a 
resbyterian; but there are many excellent Whigs and 
resbyterians in the world; and hc seems to be one of 
leni." 

" Very likely, my dear father," replied Marcelly, with a 
agh; " I have no doubt he is all that you say, and I will 
Id my testimony to yours if ymi wisb. But how long have 
H] learncd to admit, that a Whig and a Presbyterian could 
3 tolerated T 

"I teil you what, Marcelly," replied Fergiis, sbarply, 
we live in timeswhen prejudiceor principic, call itwhich 
IUI may, must in some de^rree shake hands with expe- 
iency. I say, that WhigjErery and Presbyterian ism may not 
Siafter all, the cursod things that we take them for: at 
II events, in Duart's case, they wcar their least unbe- 
Msinsf garments. Duart possrsses great influence with 
bcullamore: I have reHson to think, that if he could be 
rought to interffire in the matter, the outlawry might be 
Jmoved from oiir young chief, and the country brought 
Bck to what it was ere that unlucky landing took place. 
^*t you think that such a consummation is greatly to be 
Tshed ]" 

**Do I think so!" exclaimed Marcelly, her eye» gli»- 
•ning as she spoke. " Is there on earth a consummation 
hich I more earnestly desire. Could Duart be brought to 
S'ectthat, then, indeed, I would join heartily in his praises, 
IHiigaery and Presbyterian ism notwithstanding." 
" Well,"ol)scrved Forgns, after a long pause, "lexpected 
5 less from you. Now listen, while I make you acquainted 
Jth one or two circumstances besides. You are aware of 
le great trouble that I have taken, and the numerous hard« 
lipe which the tenantry have underofone, for the purpose 
' at once meeting the demands of Grovernment and main- 
ining Mac Diarmid abroad. You know as well as I, that 
ere is not a man amonsf them that would withhold life 
äelf, did duty demand the sncrifice: — you see how they 
^e, and you have a heart t^ feel for them, evcn while ac- 
•oiplishinor the great object of their wishes. But the woraL 
mains to be told. All this trouble is incurred, all theM- 
crifices have been made to no purpose. They cannot aatjj- 
ythe double dmia ; and, as Mac Diaimid's ma\tiVslAA&^^lk 
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with one and ^1 the first object of consideration, t\ 
falling fast ixito arrear vvi:h Duart. How le tliis to e 

Fergus pauscd, as if waiting tbr a reply; but M 
could make none, farther than by expressiii^ a hop 
the case mi^fht not be so lamentable as her fatlier 
hended. 

** Lamentable, child !" interrnpted he in a hurrie( 
"I teil you, the cafie is desperate! Not fiewer thar 
them arehalf a year behind with their payments, and 
the mere ajrent of a merciless Government, cannot, ar 
not, aSbrd thetn farther tirne. He has already excecc 
powers granted by his conimission, and niust ansvve 
at his own personal peril. It was oniy yesterdny thn 
ceived froiu him a comiriunication to the effi'cl, that t 
must take its coursse, and that, if the rents diie Inst t 
not forthcominf»- this day week, an ejectment will ce 
issue. N<»w think of that. Not only will our unfoi 
Deighboiirs be cast out to starve, but Mac Diamiid 1 
becomos a beggar in a foreign country, wliile strangei 
their fires on hcarths which, for six hundred yeari 
never afforded warnith to any race except our own. I 
not enoiigh here, Marcel ly, to render both you and n: 
all who love the namo, sad enough 1" 

"I adinit it, niy futher," roplied Marcelly, dcje« 
"and what is more, I know nut how the evil is to be a 
You Said but now, that Mac Alpine was a mercifu 
surely he will not carry thesethreats inlo execution— 
he will forbear to strike, at least, tili some fhnher efl 
aaade to avert tlie neeoesity of striking at all i" 

"Daughter !" replied Fergns, gravely. '* Mac Alp' 
already torbocne to strike much langer than we had an 
to expoct. If he continue to exercise towards us a cle 
which is both dangerous nnd inconveniput to hirns« 
must not exppct him to do so gratnit<iusly. We mu 
him sometliing in ex^^hansre for all this Ibrhearance 
the truth must be^spoken, we nMist bribc him to forb( 

" Be it so, my doar fnther," exclaimed Mnrcolly ; 
let nie, too, coutribute niy share towards the furthen 
a work so holy. There «re those few jewels whicl 
to mc from my mother — there is the old br(toch, v 
value more than oll the rest — tak<? them, and apply l 
ft use more ux)rthy by fiir than the adornment of thi 
pjereon. I gliall never lament a sacrifice which ht 
iCHbuted in any way toavert eodire acalamity." 

**yQU ar-e a good girl, Marcelly," replied her fat 
kß fremed her band in h\B ; ^^ aivOi^ (Wii Vcv^ w^^^^S 
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the moment reqiiire, I would not hesitate toti^K^ Y^^ at your 
"Word. Biu your jo weis are U8eles8 here. Duart is wculthy ; 
he neither iieeds nor covote such an addition to his stores; 
and, were it othtjrwiee, 1 am afraid Ihat your jovvels would 
go but a Iiti.le w;iy in appoasing his ciipidity. Besidcs, were 
these trinkets oK value sufficient to niakc good present de- 
ficiencies, whero nre we to derive our fumla in cajsü of a re- 
pewal üf such difficultie«? and thal Ihoy will coine atjain is 
just as certain as tliat thfy h:ive hefallen now. No : if we 
gain over Duurt at all, it niust he by such a br;be as shall 
render hirn ours Ibr ever ; and then we »hall not ouly guard 
ourselves ajn^aiiijjt a repotition of ihese inconveniences, but 
ßecure his trreat inturcst in Mac Djarniiu'ö favour. Mac Al- 
pine is an a«rroeahl(i nmn, Marcolly, is he not J" 

"Humph !" replied Marcolly,— ** ihat ho desires to be 
considered so, is evident ciiou^h ; but whother he tiuccecds 
Wnot, may depcnd upon the tastcsof other peoplc" 

"He is a handsome man, too," coutinued Fer«^iis, without 
appearing to notice his dauj^liter's maniier wlnle t^pcaking. 
"Thero was a time when the VVcbtcrn Hifrhlands could 
have scarcely produced his oqiial in any munly or warlike 
exercise. Bon't ynu considcr him handsome ]" 

"VVhy no," repliod Marcolly, laji;Lihing again : " what he 
niight have bcon twenty or ihirty years ugo, I cannot pre- 
t^nd to judjro ; but at present, 1 should certainly not call 
him handsome." 

"Well, well, my lovc, ho is, what is much more to the 
purpose, possoesed of unlimited power in this country, which 
he is not indisjK)sed to exercisc in our fav^nr. It is surely 
Worth our wliilo to conciliate him if we can, cvcn though to 
do so may requiro, on our parts, ono or (nore serlous? personal 
ncrifices. Bo}»idcs, he is a good man, Marcolly, and would 
make any woman liappy as his wife. Don't you think 

801" 

"Nay,8ir," roplied Marcolly, in the same merry mood aa 
befbre; "I make no douht whatever of that: only I should 
like to know who the happy woman may be, whom Mac Al- 
pine of Duart designs so far to honour ; — that is, supposing 
always that lie has made you his confidnnt]'* 

"" You make somewhat too li^^ht of a very serious matter," 
replied Fergus; "for it is exactly on the bohaviour of the 
woman whom he has chosen to honour, that the prosperity or 
min of ouF race depends. There is a person, unquestionably, 
not remotely allied to ourselves, whom he is desirous of* 
ttJdng to wife, and whose union with him wöuId at once 
diqpose the present cloud, cffecluaWy iüuOL^t \\a t^Vo^tx^i^sü 
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•ecure the be4 Offices of Duart himself and of his po\ 

Eatrons. Is there a woman bearing the name, that 
esitate, think yoa, to wcd the man who could throv^ 
a shield of protection over her family and kindred V* 

Marcelly looked at her father, who8e;eye feil und« 
glance like that of a culprit detected in the cotnmissio 
crime by the party whom he ia in the act of injuring*. 
blood rushed to her cheeks, and, without bcing füll; 
0ciou8 of the movement, 8he withdrew her arm fror 
She eeeayed to epeak, but her tonnfue clove, as it w( 
the roof of her mouth, and for several seconds they vi 
OD, independently and in silence. By-and-by, hov 
Marcelly recovered her self-command, and replace 
hand on her father*» arm : afler which, she drew her d 
more closely round her throat, and said : — 

"I trust that no such ungeneroue proposal will e^ 
made to a female even remotely connected with us, a 
the should socrifice herseif — in that manner, at leas' 
the welfare of the clan. If by shedding their blood 
migbt serve their chief, or advance the prosperity of 
kinsmen, thcre are, probably, few who would hesitate 
their heads upon the block ; but to dcmand from tin 
that she should undergo what is wore«e tiian a tho 

deaths! no ! — ofthat öur people can nevcr be guilt 

know not, of course, to whom your allusions refer, bat 
seech you not to advocate the cause of such a man as a > 
with any girl above the very lowest in the glen." 

Fergus made no reply, and they walked on in si! 
Nor was the conversation renewed tili they had re 
Glenarroch, and were, by the servant in waiting, us 
into the parlour. 
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CHAPTER XL 



Bot litüe occurred, during* thc brief visit of Fergfns and 
hifl daughter at Glcnarroch, of which it were worth while 
to give an accouiiL Thcy fbund their relative as cold and 
diilaDt ae ever, and their attempts to tiiaw tiie ice, by 
bringingon either explanation or discussion, entirely failed. 
Mn. Mac Diarmid was polite — it is of thc naturc of her 
Mce to exhibit no marks of rudeness even to an enrmy who 
pkces hiraself undcr tho protection of tljeir roof— but as to 
oordiality, or the semblance of cordiality, her manner ex- 
hibitcd no traces of it It was to no purpose that Marcelly 
endeavoured to lead her thoughts back to a contemplation 
of other and happier days, or that Fergus bluntly charged 
her with giving way to prejudices unworthy both of herseif 
«id of her kindred. To tho former, sbe scarcely conde- 
■eended to make any rcply, while the latter ehe mot w^ith a 
cold and haughty declaration, that she considcred herseif to 
he the best judge of her own conduct 

**By the soul of Diarmid, sister," cxclaimed Fergus, "it 
ja enough to drive a man mad to hear you ! What ! you a 
jJKige of your own conduct ! No, by mine honour, any more 
^0 tho maniac tiiat sticks a paper cap upon his iiead, and 
Wields a straw in his band, is a judge of the reasonableness 
of big Claim to be regarded as a sovcreiffn prince. I can 
Joake many allowances for a snother's partiaiity ; but to see 
yoo, aftcr all that has come to your knowledgc, persist in 
wcrificin|r your own peace, and tho comfort of your kindred, 
Wone who has proved himself to be " 

** Pergus of Ardmore," intcrrupted Mrs. Mac Diarmid, 
'*yoQ were the early friend of my husband, and the husband 
of niy Bieter; — from you, iherefore, I can endure much ; but 
Sven in your casc, the Claims of kindred may be carried too 
ft^ I Bscrifice no one ; I desirc to sacrifice no one : it ia a 
nMter för my own cooaideration alone, vihelVvex \ ^\ti Xtt 
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oontinae on terms of friendship with those who have ciri?e^ 
my unhappy son into guilt and exile." 

" Your unhappy son, sister ! Nay, biit your desperate, 
incorrigible, black-hearted, forsworn traitor, — ^your meaDr 
low-bred ruffian, — begotten I know not by whom, but cer- 
tainly no spawn of Norman Mac Diarmid. Were there a 
spark of the high feeling about you for which your forefi^ 
thers were distinguiehed, you would have disowned that bn 
deous and debased miscreant long ago. Sister, sister, I am 
ashamed of you !'* 

" Go on, Ardmore," replied the lady, calmly ; " it beeometf 
vou well to insult and revile the childlcss widow, partictH 
larly the widow of Norman Mac Diarmid, and the guardiaD 
of your daughtcr's youtb ! I will not Interrupt you agaifif 
—so go on." 

The Indignation of Fergus, instead of being allayed l)V 
this sally, became more violent than e^er. " The what did 
you say 1 the guardian of my daughter's youth 1 Ay, to be 
sure, and of her womanhood, alsa Let the FeIon*8 Tower 
avouch it, and that night of horror which your ward, yoor 
beloved ward, spent there. Do you think I have been Igno- 
rant all this while of the part which you and yours played 
in that plcasant comedy? No, madam. Had I found yoa 
reasonable even now, that affair would have been forgotten; 
at least from me you should ncvcr have heard one syllable 
about it; but as it is, don*t talk to me about the guardian of 
my daughter's youth. Go to, go to ! choose fitter counsel- 
lors than old Elspeth of the Moss Darg, ajid fitter instni* 
ments than Red Ranald of the bloody band ; the one may 
betray you a second timc, and the otber is but a craven, with 
all bis blustering and bullying. And now, Marcclly, let U8 
be going. Your aunt has wrung from me a secret which I 
had not intended to im part either to her or you ; but it mat- 
ters not She will probably takc in bettcr part the nezt ad" 
vances that you or I make to Iier." 

Mrs. Mac Diarmid's colour went and camc wHÜe Fergus 
was speaking. She gasped once or twice for brcath, and 
appeared on the point of fainting; but- recovering hcrself by 
a streng exertion, she regained her former placidity of coun- 
tenance, except that her eye quivercd, as if with supprcssed 
passion. 

"Have you done, Ardmorel" said she, so soon as her re- 
lative had ceased to speak. *' Now hear me. I do not dis- 
avow the act wilh which you Charge me as a crime. I was 
instrumental in carrying off your daughter, and would have 
wüM bcTf had I been ab\e,lo M\axi^I^^&^ v]> ^^iii \a ao 
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^Dg,** continued ehe, her voice rising as ehe went on, &nd 
^ fluah of cntbuaiasm overepreadiog her pale cheek, **I would 
have secured her happinese, by uniting her toaman in ev&- 
jy thing her equal, in some things lier superior. Nay more; 
I Would have given to the clan a leader more worthy of ihem 
than a poor cowardly intriguer, who stays at home when hii 
kindred are in the field, and takcs credit to himself because 
be fiuccecds in keeping hist)wn lande, when those of better 
i&en are forfeited. All that I would have done had I po»- 
sessed the power ; and may the widow*s curse follow him 
that came in the way to mar the arrangement l" 

" Now is not this enough to provoke the patience of a 
»inti" exclaimed Fergus. " The woman first of all oflem 
to me and mine the grossest outrages, and then boasts of 
ktYing done so. Look you, Alice ! I do not say that I re* 
DouDce you, — because, let the widow of Norman act as sho 
will, Icannot cast her off, — but from this hour you and I are 
tooneanother as 6tran«:ers. If difficultics gather around 
yoo, I will deliver you from tliem if I can ; but in the ordi- 
nary intercourse of life we meet as common acquaintances. 
Faie thee well !" 

He rose as he spoke, and in spite of the entreatiea of bii 
daughter, refused either to retraot what he had uttered, er 
to continue the conversation farther. Nor, to say the truth, 
was there much inducement hold out either to him or Mar- 
celly to prolong ttieir vieit. Mrs. Mac Diarmid rose also, 
and Standing aloof, looked upon her relatives with an eye in 
which, under the guise of perfect indifference, an expres« 
«on of deep malignity shot forth. She bowed coldly, re- 
jected the proffered embrace of her niece, and saw them de« 
pari without an effort to retard them. " Well, well," mut- 
tered she, as their retiring ßgurcs darkencd the hall-door, 
'* the next best thinj? to the attainment of our own wishes 
is to take vengeance on such as mar them. Go thy ways, 
Fergus o£^rdmore, and rcjoico in thine admirable manage« 
ment, but be assured that the schemes which thou art now 
80 fondly maturing will come to nothing. Thou wouldst 
not control the wayward fancies of thy daughter, when, b^ 
80 doing, thou mightest have rendered Allan— what he m 
not. Deal with her as thou wilt, she shall not be the in-* 
strument of aggrandizement to thee.*' 

In the mean whilc Fergus and his daughter were pur« 
suing their homeward course underi the influence of feelt 
JDgs widely different from those which agitated them earlier 
in the day. The former said little, for he inai\vCe«>tl^ U.-^ 
houped uadßr atroog ej^citement^ &ud, i^tVia^ ^ii^TVft\)SiJ^ 
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somethingf like regret that he sbould have been harried into 
a dtsclosure of facta which he had intended to keep for ever 
concealed. The latter, though confounded and amazed bv 
what she had heard, could not but acknowledge to herseif 
that her father's Statements only confirmed suspicions which 
she had long, and, as it were, involuntarily harboured. She 
recalled to her recollection a thousand occurrences which at 
the moment had scarcely attracted notice, but whioh, now 
that the trutii was disclosed, stood forth as damning proofe 
that to the attempt upon her liberty, if not upon her honour, 
her aunt was from the first privy. She remembered the 
tonversation on the loch-side, with the' vague threatä in 
which it terminated ; the mysterious warninga with which 
her aunt had sought repeatedly to work upon her fearB,aDd, 
above all, the manner in which the marked conversation that 
occurred just previous to her capturc by the outlaws, was 
brought on and abruptly terminated. All these remini- 
scences came back upon her with painful distinctness, and 
caused her to wonder at the fatal ity with which, for so long 
a period, she could have shut her eyes to the truth« Never- 
theless, it cannot be said that indignation at the detected 
tr^achery of one in whom she had reposed onboundcd ooa- 
fidencc, took unqualified possession of her mind. Marceliy 
was more grieved than irritated ; she pitied her aunt to the 
füll as much as she blamcd ber,-^nd as her thoughts wan- 
dered away from a contemplation of recent wrongs to the 
kindnesses received in childhood, she could have wept at the 
sad contrast which the present times offered to the paat 

While such was the Channel in which the thoughts of 
Fergus and his daughter flowed, their conversation was not 
likely to be either very spirited or very interesting. A few 
observations, indicative rather of sorrow than of anger, were 
all that escaped from them; and cven these were accompaf- 
nied by the exprcssion of a liope that time might yet work 
a change in the feelings of their unhappy relativiß. 

" She is a stränge being," said Fergus ; " a remarkable 
specimen, if I may venture to say so, of woman in her na- 
tural state,*--of the female whose thoughts and considera- 
tions extend no farther than to her own ofTspring; who sees 
in her child no fault, and who would render every Obliga- 
tion of moral rifflit subservient to the gratification of her 
fiipn's wishes. There was a time when she knew and prac- 
tised her duties to society at large, as well as to her own 
household ^ but in her case the natura] afifection, the storg^^ 
ÜB Paraon Neil would call it, inateod of becoming weakened 
by tii06, aeema to have gaüieied «XTQ\i^\}CküQKcv^^^*'Q'<^«Ax« 
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tili in it all ofther affections are swallowed up. And such a 
creatnre, too, for whom to make these sacrifioes !" 

" She is greatly to be pitied," replied Marcelly; "Ibr in 
truth the i<^ling of which you speak appears with her to 
have degeneratcd into something like disease. To what, 
but to a positive aberration of intellect can we attribute- li 
partiality 80 extravagant and so tni£;placed V* 

^ And yet, Marcelly, the faot that Allan is an object of 
«listaste to all the World besides, is probably the real cause 
of bis mother's extravagant fondness. They teil me that 
women lovc their idiot ofispring more tenderly than such as 
posscss tbe faculty of reason. Why should this be, except 
that Nature has wisely provided that creatures who are m 
themselves most helpless should retain the strongest hold 
upOD'the servioes-<-at least of their mother." 

"Tnie, sir," replied Marcelly; **but in this i.istance 
there is no natural helplessness. If Allan be fViendloss, he 
he has rendered himself so by bis misconduct; and bis mo- 
ther, not less than strangers, must feel that he but reaps the 
fruit of bis öwn handiwork. I cannot understand bow tho 
love even of a mother should bo incrcased by the merited 
odium into which her son may have fallen." 

•• Yon are not a mother yourself, my love," replied Per^ 
gas, "otherwiso you woold be awaro that mothers do not 
k)ve by ruie, or in striot acoordance with rij;;ht reason. A 
child may abandon a parent, a busband a wife, a ßither bis 
son ; but a mother — no, there is no cstranging a mother ab- 
solutely from her ofisspring. Nay more ; I believe that a 
mother cannot distinguisii between tho natural and tbe 
merited destitution of the object of her regard, It is enough 
that the lonely one looks to her for comfbrt and support; 
she cannot, if she will, in any casc refuse it. But bore 
comes a messenger from Ardmore. What news, Hemishi 
yoa 0eem in haste." 

^ She*8 comed, and she*s waiting, your honour, and wantt 
to see you immediately." 

•* Wbo's come, Hemish 1" 

*^ Wha suld it be but Duart ! She*s unco fashious, and 
■ays she'a in a hurry." 

*' Duart !" exclaimed Fergus, and bis countenance undeN 
went a painful ohniige of expression ; " tbisis earlier than I 
had anticipated. But it matters very little. Run on, He- 
mish, and teil Duart that I am Coming, and that I will be with 
him in ten minutes. And now, Marcelly," continued bei 
tamiug to bis daughter, as soon as the gilly Kad ^ASioi Va^ 
/ooc/ tbe reacb ofUemng^ ^ the momeolo^ i^\w^\x\U\R\^Mi 

9* 
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eome. You remember the sobject on which we convened 
as wo came hither/' 

" Perfectly," replied Marcelly, diffidently ; " wo spoke of 
Xhiart, and the possible cbaiices of securiDg bis good-wül bj 
^e eacrißco of some unfortunate woman to bo bis wife. 
Was it not bo 1" 

" It was, my love," replied Fergus : " but why speak oft 
Union with Duart as a sacrifice? He ia not young, I admit; 
neither is he old. A man retains the füll vigour both of 
mind and body at fifly, and Mac Alpine Duart scarcely ez- 
ceeds that age, if he excced it at all." 

" His age would probably afifect the question very little," 
replied Marcelly, still anxious, as it appeared, to keep the 
convcrsation as generai as possible, "were there augbt in 
bis appearance or manner calculated to attract. But you 
need only look at the man to be aware that no woman is 
likely to give to him the band of a willing bride. He is 
coarse, awkward, brutal. My dearest father, you will never 
urge any young person, for whora you have the smallest re« 
gard, to link her fate with his !" 

"He is not very polished, I admit," rejoined Fergus; 
" and his figure has lost something of its original symmetry ; 
but he is an honourable man, Marcelly, aod bears among bis 
dependants the character of a kind landlord. Besidee^ he 
possesses great interest, and will certainly exert it eitber to 
restore or to crush our name. And he is rieb, my )ove— 
very rieh." 

*' All that may be true, sir," replied Marcelly, " yet the 
aacri6ce would be dreadful, were any person to whom be is 
positively distasteful compelled to receive him as her future 
husband ; and I can conceive no moral inducement strong 
enough to bring about such a result." 

" I trust that it is not so, my love," rejoined Fergus with' 
increased solemnity ; ^^ I pray God that these may not be 
your deliberately formed convictions; for^-for— to you the 
clan look as alone capable of averting from tbem utter 
ruin." 

" To me, my father !" exclaimed Marcelly wildly, while 
the conürmation of her worst fears passed like a shot through 
her brain. ** Oh no, not to me ; it cannot be ; you would 
never sanction such a device as that You are my father, 
and I am safe under your protection." 

** Safe, rny love, you shall ever be," replied Fergus, has- 

tily-^** safe from every thiog that can hurt you, at least 

while I live,— yes, and secure against all violence, excepl 

tluLt wbich your own lofty pimcivV^ ua^ Sm^^^eß m^^cui youc 
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personal molinations. Now hear me out, dear ehild, and 
then act as you see proper. 1 have told you but half the 
■amount of our distresses. It is trae that Caronvraack» 
Glenatrae, Dulater, and many others, have fiillen behind ia 
their paytnenta, and that unless the arrears be made ffood 
within one wcek, they must all sufTer ejectment. Hoir 
that act must affect Mac Diarmid, you know as well as I ; 
hut it will affect more than Mac Diarmid. / am personally 
responsible for my unhappy kinsmen. I could not refuse to 
give such security as the agent of the Government required, 
and upon me that agent may legally come for the amount of 
their defklcations. If he do so, then are we ruined like the 
i^est; and your father must seek in hisold age a home amoog 
strangers, and subsist on such bounty as strängen nmy 
affbid." 

** And has it really come to this ?** exclaimed Marcelly, 
speaking in a hurried manner. ** Do not, do not say so. 
You are but trying me, my father; you are not personally 
mized up in this matter ; you would only see how far your 
child is or is not ready to relinquish more Uian life' for your 
sake." 

*' Marcelly,'* rcplicd her fkther, in a low but distinct 
tone, ''have lever wantonly trifled witb your feelingsl" 

'* No, no, never," cried ehe ; " and you will not triSe with 
them now. I have misunderstood you ; you meant not what 
you Said, or I mistook the import of your words." 

" Neither the one nor the other, my love," replied Per- 
gus ; " I told you distinctly, and I repeat it now, that I am 
personally pledged for the defaulters, and that unless some 
means be found of satisfying Duart, you will be cast out 
without a friend to the world, and I, perhaps, end'my days 
m a jail.*' 

''And what means can be fi>und?" demandedshe; "I 
have already offered these poor jewels, I will give up my 
wardrobe, every thing — evcry thing, so that 1 can in any 
way contribute to avert this terrible blow. I will even pray 
my aunt to assist us in our distress ; and, deeply as she has 
wronged me already, she will not reject my prayer." 

" My poor child, all this were uscless. Your aunt pos- 
sesses not the means, had she the inclination to serve us ; 
änd as to your trinkets and wardrobe — No, Marcelly — there 
is a means by which we might be saved— «nd there is but 
one." 

" Name it !" exelaimed the girl, fbrgetting in the excite- 
ment of the moment, the hint which her father had already 
ÖTopued; **if there betLught by doing wVivoVk\eMiiN«t\.^QD3flk 
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fcarriUe calamity from you, God kqows bow cheerfully I will 
perforin iC* 

"I wiJl not take advantage of you, my sweet child/' re* 
pjied Fergua bitterly ; ** and, so help voß Heaven ! a» I ab- 
staia irom usin^ towards you even the semblance of compal« 
eion. But I will teil you the condition on which Duart un- 
dertakes, not only to cancel all retrospectivc bonds, but to 
exert the influence which he is known to possess, in favonr 
of the exile. He demands you fo|^ bis wife. If you accept 
bim as a suitor, our troubles end to-day : if you reject bim 
iotally, I have already told you the result/' 

" May God help me in this strait !" cried Marcelly, as she 
raised her eyes wildly to Heaven. ^* Let him ask my life, 
and he shall have it on the instant; let him demand me for 
a menial and a drudge, and I will become bis slave ; let bim 
abut me up in the darkest dungeon, where no human voice 
shall ever reach my ear, and I will submit without a mar- 
rour; but, to become bis wife — Oh no, no! — I cannot, 
dearest father — indeed, indeed, I cannot !*' 

''Then God bless thee, my child, and grant us ibrtitude to 
bear the ills that are unavoidablc ! Tiiou shalt never again 
be urged by mc — no, not if thoy imniure me for life in tbe 
worst cell of fnverary. But for thee, Marcelly — what is to 
become of thee 1" 

" Therc is a Providence that careth for the orphao,'* re* 
plied Marcelly, **and to that I could trust; but my fatber 
to suSer captivity, I having the power to prevcnt it ! — bave 
mercy on me, Heaven, or my brain will burst !" 

" Take timo, my love, to consider the point. Thougb I 
spoke of to-day, I did not mean, that now, upon the instaut, 
it was necessury to come to a determination one way or tbo 
other. Enough is done, if Duart be Icd to believe that he is 
not absolutely rejected ;. and so far it may be possible to go, 
without committing yourself, evcn in your own eyes. Can 
von venture to see him ? Will you hear the proposals which 
be may have to make, and coustrain yourself to act towarda 
him, at least respectfully ]" 

"Not n«w," replied Marcelly, striving to regain some« 
thing likc composure, as ihey approached Ardmore; "I 
could not see him now. it has come upon me so suddenly. 
I dreamed of this so little. Pray, pray fcign some excuse«— 
say that I am ill, agitated^-^^ny thing that you please; only 
as you valne my reason, makc no promise in my name. I . 
will beseech Heaven to guide me in this matter, and to- 
txwrrow we will speak of it again." 
^Be U 90, Marcelly I* xe^We^ 'Pct^«^ VJawxi% Vat ^piLi 



cheek, m tbey aeparated, ^md may God direot yoa to do 
tbftt wfaich «hall oontribute moat efi^tually, not to my hap- 
pineafl, but to your own !'* 

Maecelly immediately hurried up ataire, that ehe nii^t 
ffive vent, in iier own room, to the agony with wbich she 
had hitherto atruggled ; while f^rgus directed his Steps to 
the drawingwroom, where Mac Alpine of Duart impatiently 
awaited him. 



CHAPTER XII. 



On opening the door, Fergus beheld, seated on a sola, at 
the Upper extremity of the drawing-room, a man somewbat 
beyond the period of middle life, short of stature, bniwny 
and muscular in his make, with red hair, a quick and fiory 
gray eye, and features which bore streng traces of indul* 
gence in spirit-drinking: a vice much more common seven- 
ty years ago than it is now. He was dressed in the low- 
iand costurac, fbr the trews and plaid were prohibited, and 
wore at his side a rapier, which appeared considcrably to in- 
eoQvenience him. There was an expression of irritability 
in his countenance, which appeared to bo habitual to hiro^ 
and was probably occasioncd, or at least increased, by the 
habits in which he indulged : and when he spoke, the tones 
of his voice were husky and harsh, like those of a person 
wbo speaks firom beneath an i11*construoted mask. It was 
▼ery evident that he was not pleased with having been kept 
some time in a State of expectation; fbr,,though he roade 
an efibrt to smile as he rose to return Fergus's salute, the 
eye fal&ified what a curl of the Ups would have implied. 

" I am glad to see yon, at last, Ardmore/' said he, gruffly; 
'*I have waited nearly an hour, and began to fear that I 
shonld not be so fortunate as to find you, afler all. * Time 
presses, moreover ; for I must reach Duart to*night, as the 
days are shorf 
• ** I regret that an aocidental absence frora home should 
have put you to inconvenience," replied Fergus, coldly ;— 
** had I been warned of this visit, I should have made a point 
of heioff here to receive you." 
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'< Ah, well, well, it don*t much matter/* replied Doart; 
^the coHntry is pretty safe now, thanks to the vi^rous pro- 
ceedingä of the Government : and thoiigh one would aa soon { 
be under cover a-nights, there is little to be apprehended, 
at any hour, by a loyal subject within a few miles of Fort 
William. And as to waining you that I was Coming, I 
4:ouldn't very well do that, because I didn't know any tmog 
about the matter myself." 

"Are you not from Duart, thenl" asked Fergus. 

" No, to be sure I ar'n't," replied Duart; " I told you that 
T was going there, but 1 £aid nothing about where I came 
from. Ilowever, there ia no use keeping secrels amooff 
friends. The fact is, that T am direct from Inverary. I 
have been to see Macullamore, at bis particular desire, and 
I just called in to teil you, that it will be impossible to pofit- 
pone ihe rjectment beyond this day week, let bappen what 
may. But this is not the worst of it: they are clamorous 
down yonder for their dues. I told them that the poorde- 
irils wore pennyless, and that I doubted very much whether 
tbeir surety would be able to supply the needful ; but they 
niidn't carc fi)r that * Ft jean*t be helped, Duart,' said Bfa- 
'Culiamore; * the King must have bis own, and if you don*t 
find it fbr him, T must leok out somebody eise that will' So 
you see, Ardmore, what you have to expect" 

"I never did expeet from Macullamore any milder trett- 
Bient," replied Fergue; ^t^i^tfrom you, Duart, I bad hopefl 
•of more efiectual intercession. I understood, whcn wo 
parted, that you had not entirely laid aside the expectatim 
pf obtaining, at least a Prolongation of the time. You pos- 
sess great influenae with the Lord Justiciary, and your 
Petition might avail us mueh.'* 

" Not as we stand now, Ardmore. What cares Macollt- 
ffiore for niy entreatics anent pcople whom I can deseribe 
only as defeated rebels and pardoned traitors ? If there was 
a tie of blood between us, then, iudeed, the case were diffe^ 
ent I could then say to the Justiciary, * This is a matter 
that concerns myself. Your Grax:e is pleased to acknow- 
iedge, that I have done the State some Service, and that 
I have not been adequately rewarded : — now I ask as a fall 
Kompensation for all elainMt on my part, that my adopted 
feinsmen bo restored to the ELoyal favour ; that all tbrfeitares 
be remitted, outiawries taken off, and things brought back " 
to their original order.' Thisl eould do; and Ttake it upon 
me to avpr^ that if 1 did, there would not be an incumbranee 
ßü Mäc Diarmid^B laods within the space of one week. Bot 
alpreßeütf wbat can l urgel;'* 

> 
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" You ean represent the amount of devastation to whichf 
our lands were subjected, and the difficulty of rcstoriDg them 
«11 .at oDce to any tbing liko fertility." 

** Well, and so I did ; and what was the answer? ' Tbe 
Hac Diarmids have ever been the bitterest enemies to the 
Protestant succession. They have snffered no more than 
other clans, and they have no rigbt to expect greater leniency 
in our aller dealiogs with them. Their payinents must faie 
made, and punctually too.' " 

^ You can urge the interest which you yourself feel in 
oar afliairs, and particularly in mine, with whom you have so 
long been on terms of familiär friendship.'^ 

*^* Why, man, they had me again there. * What !' say« 
Macullamore, *you — honest Master Mac Alpine of Duart, 
asdouce and upright a Citizen as ever walked the Trongate 
of Glasgow — you on terms of familiär friendship with any of 
the proscribed racc of Mac Diarmid ! The thing*s impos- 
nble ! I'll no* bclieve it !* And thereupon he pass^ to other 
matters, and lefl me to make the most of my claims of friend- 
ship and alliance with you« Ardmore. But, if I had been 
able to say to him, * The thing is quite true, because Ard- 
naorc's daughter is my wife/ then we should have seen a 
very difierent conclusion to the afFair. However, all this is 
foreign to the purpose of my preserit visit I have merely 
to say, and God kiiows I say it with miickle sorrow, that 
delays will no longer be tolerated. The Commissioners 
are resolved to have their moJfey within the weck, should 
tliey be compelled to levy it at the point of the bayonet." 

"And is there then no liope for us, Duart 1 There was an 
alternative offered by you once ; is that irrevocably with- 
drawnr 

**Not so, Ardmore," replied Duart, changing bis hitherto 
fliRpant tone into one of serious interest; " tiiat alternative 
J8 still within your reach. But, after all that passed be- 
tween us at a fbrmer interview, I cannot flatter myself that 
itis likely to be cmbraced. Have you consulted the young 
lady on the subject V 

"I have," replied Fergus, with somo difficulty com- 
öMmding^himselK 

"And what says she 1" asked the other impatiently. 

** What a dutiful child might be expected to say. She has 
no will apart from that of her father — no ambition, except 
tosave him and bis from ruin." 

"Hamph!" ejaculated Duart; "Idon't know oxactly 
bow to take that I told you-plainly, that I wouldn't havo 
the girl if die gavo heneW to me on compa\a\oii ', ^t icvw^ 
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as I love her, the band of a maideti: wbo weda becauae her 
father 00 commands, were but a poor present« I tbink that I 
could make her as happy as any man : I am eure tbat I 
poaacss botb tbe meansand tbe inclination to do so :--*bQt 
then ehe must be mine freely, and of her own accord ; there 
must be no Force in the matter-^^no compulaion." 

" Puart !" replied Fergu«, sternly, *♦ 1 would not lay vio* 
lence on my daughter's inclinationB for ten times what yoit 
can offer, or I accept Whenever Marcelly givea her band 
to any man, it will be freely, and of her own aocord. I make 
no engagement in her name; but of this you mayrest aa^ 
sured, that ifshe return a favourable answer toyoursuit, 
sbe will hove been directed so to do by a better prinoiple 
tban that of obedience to the mandates of a tyrannical &• 
thcr." 

"I believe you, Ardmore," replied bis guest, Walking 
quickly through the room as he apoke. "* Marcelly is a 
beautifui and a high-minded girl. I do believe that sbe 
would not yield to violeuce, were you the man, and I don*t 
think you aro, to ofibr it Then I may look to obtain» not 
her band only, but her heart also? You think tbat she lovef 
me for my own sake V^ 

Fergu8*8 brow lowcred, and the blood mantied warmly 
in bis cheek ; but he had long accustomed himself to Gon- 
trol bis passions, and hc suppressed them now. Ha an- 
swered calmly, though not without a slight intonatioa in 
bis voice indicative of something very ncarly allied toseorn. 

*' I told you that I would make no promisci, nor entor 
into any engagements in my daughter^s name« I said this 
with reference to henhand ; as to the State of her affections, 
ofthat I know nothing. But you are too well acquainted with 
the ways of the world to expect extravagant love in a girl 
of twenty, and too wise, 1 presume, to value it above ita 
worth." 

"True, true," replied Duart, stopping and eyeing the 
Speaker with a keen and caustic glance; ** I am not quite 
so young as I once was. The days of romance are over 
with me, and I have no wish to sce them renewed in my 
bride. But a man hale, healthy, not badly to pass in tbe 
World, and wanting six years of three-score, may fairly ex- 
pect that bis wife shall regard him without aversion. I 
want no childish emotions; give me respect, regard, and 
mutual confidence on which to fbund my hopes of bappineaa 
in a married State. Of these, I presume that you can aa- 
fure me.'* 

" I asiure you of noüiing« Dvuixl, ^yvnä. «. candid attei»*. 
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tion to your suit, and a dieposition on Marcellv^s part to 
think well of a mao to whom her fäinily are under seriouB 
obligation& All beyond tbis you muet accomplish for your- 
self, and I trust you will acoompliah it" 

** Be it eO)'* replied Duait; *'and how aoon xnay I ezpect 
to be boaoured with tbis interview 1 My business at home 
18 not very urgent ; I could delay my departure a few bours» 
provided your daughter would consent to see me on a sub- 
ject of fRicb vital intereet*' 

** I am afraid tbat to-day, at least» it were uaeless to 
make tbe request I partcd from her not ten minutes ago, 
when she complained of severe indisposition) and I do not 
expect her to quit ber Chamber befbre to-morrow. If, how- 
ever, you could arrange to sleep bere to-nigbt, in tbe morn- 
ing, perbapa, ehe might be in a condition to entcr upon tbe 
somect'* 

Duart hesitated for a few momenta, aa if considering bow 
far it would be judicious to comply with this proposition. A 
sfarewd and iar-sigbted man of thc world, he was at no loea 
in Burmiaing tbe true uatureofMarcelly*6 Indisposition, and 
tbe probabiTity tbat any immediate propösal from bimself 
woQld be received, under existing circumstanoes, unfa- 
vourabJy, teropted him to adhere to his original plan of 
quitting Ardmore that day, and returning after an interval, 
however brief. Time, on the other band» was pressing. 
He had submitted to numerous delays already, of which thc 
causes were manifestly to be Bbugbt for rather in tbe reluc- 
tance of the father to bring matters to a crisis, than in thc 
natural shiness of the daughter; and now that an opportu- 
nity ofibred of knowing his fate at once, he feit greatly dis* 
poeed to take advantage of it. Besides, there was an mtcr- 
val of one week only between him and the completion of a 
threat which he had uttered too oflen not to have made up 
his mind to accomplish ; and his residence lay so remote 
from Ardmore, that to return thence, except for the purpose 
of Buperintending the ejection, would be attendcd with 
great inconvenience. On the whole, therefore, it appeared 
to him more prudent to run the risk of the lady's coldness, 
than to defer to another day that which might be done on 
the morrow. " I consent,'* he at last said, ** to your propo- 
salf Ardmore» 1 will stay bere to-night. You spoke of my 
knowledge of mankind but a short time ago ; it may not faie 
extensive, but it is sufficiently matured to give me a tolera- 
blv clear insight into the cause of your daughter's seclusion. jtf 
She luid nfti anticipated the discussion of such a subjectaa itf 
you tbis 0f- brought befbre her : is \X noX «o V^ \ 
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** I cannot deny it, Daaitf replied Fergus; ** and We are 
bound to make great allowances for tbo feelings of yonng 
women to whom so grave a question is for the first time 
propounded. Marcelly has led a scciuded life bere, as yoa 
know. She has never given the subject of marriage admi»- 
sion into ber thougbts; and if she be agitated now when it 
is suddenly brought before ber, Deitlier you nor I can be 
suiprised. To-morrow, I trust, she will be more hersel^ 
and however your interriew inay terminate, I will engage 
that she afibrds it readily.'* 

Having adjusted this matter to tbeir mutual satisfkctiont 
Fergus proceeded to issuo orders for the accommodation, 
after the highland fashion, of Duart's borses and attendant& 
He then returned to bis propoeed son-in-law, and a plcntiibl 
repast of fish, moor fowl, and venison being sbortly after- 
wards served up, tbe gentlemen spent the evening togcther 
in mucb apparent conliality. Fergus, who was not at all 
times temperate, did not, however, exceed bis custoroaiy 
libatioiis ; and Duart, from wbat motive impelled it may be 
easy to surmise, was likewise sparing in his use of the mag* 
num. Tbe consequence was that the t^tc-ä-t6te canie to 
an end at rather an early bour, and Fergus, liaving waited 
upon bis guest to a Chamber, withdrew to hold a few mo- 
menta* conversation witb his daughter, ere be lay dowo. 
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CHAPTER XUI. 



OBDs are wanting to describe the feeliogs of Marcelly» 
I, bolting the door behind her, she fbund herseif alone 
ir own apartracnt For a moment or two ehe stood 
»nless, with her eyes fixed upon vacancy, while she en- 
)ured to look back upon what had passed betweeo her 
r and herseif as upon a hideous dream ; but by degrees 
onsciousncss returncd that there was no deception in 
ase, and that a terrible choice was submitted to her. 
ir she must prepare herseif to witness tho tota^ ruin of 
imily, her own utter destitution, and, what was worse 
usand times, the subjection of her fatber to infamy and 
sonment, or — and her very reason tottered while she 
e to contemplate the alternative, — she must become 
^ife of a man whom she loathed as one loathes a noxious 
e. We havc already had occasion to speak of Mar- 
as a giri possessed of more than the mental strength 
ly allotted to women; but this trial proved too severe 
3r. She threw herseif upon the bed, buried her face 
r hands, and gave vent to a passion of tearg, the most 
', because springing from the deepest and most troubled 
e, of any which had yct moistened her cheeks. 
was well for Marcelly that nature found vent in thii 
ler, Had the fountain of her toars refused to give 
its Stores, there was a fire upon her brain which must 
scorchcd it into madness. As it was, she rose, afler a 
interval of wecping, collected, and, comparatively 
:ing, resigned. Her first impulse directed her to ftil 
upon her kneos, and implore the Giver of all good to 
t her under her present difficulties. Hbr next proceed- 
ras to look with a steady and composed eye upon the 
ects which recent evcnts had opened out to her. She 
on the one band, that her &the( wa« beaeX NiVCti ^»^^ 
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g^ens from whicb, without her aid, he could not poasibly de- 
liver himself ; tbat these danj^re extended not to him only» 
but to the Chief, to the principal farailies of the naine, ano» 
eventually, to the whole clan ; in a word, ruin, absolute and 
irreparable ruin, iinpended over her race, and must, except 
one great indi?idual sacrifice were made, crush them tx 
ever. On tbe other band, it was in her power not only 
to avert these calamities, but to restore to the country tbit 
prosperity and happineBs whicb it was accustomed to expe- 
rience long aga Her chief looked to her for the removal 
of a ban whicb condemned him to etemal exile,— the iäte 
of her clansmen, oue and all, was involved in her decision» 
— and her father must proeper or suffer the extreme of mi- 
sery, according as she should resolve to act What a cod- 
aideration was tbia ! — ^yet how dreadful, how revolting tbe 
Step whicb must be takcn to avert it ! 

Marcellv pondered lon^ and painfully. **It ishorriUe» 
moBt horrible," said she uoud. ** To die were nothing,— 
fbr though life bas been to roe a sonrce of many blessings, I 
am ready to resign it cheerfully now, or at whatever momeiil 
he wbo ^ve may see fit to demand it. But to becoroe tbe 
wife of nim — of such a man as tbat! O God ! give me 
atrength even to think of it without losing my senses ! Yet 
if I refuse, what fbllows? Have mercy upon me, gracious 
Heaven ! and direct me ; fbr in truth I kuow not how to 
act" 

Though living in times of no ordinary trouble, and expoaed 
in her own person to encounter many trying soenes, Mar« 
celly never passed a day of so much intense misery as tbia. 
Her food went away untasted, and even her nurse failed to 
cheat her into a transitory fbrgetfulness of the one bar^ 
rowing idea tbat pressed upon her thoughts. It was thua 
tili the customary hour of rcst had returned, and tbe (aiUiful 
menial, attentive only to the distresses of her cbild, atUl 
lingering in the Chamber; when a low knock at the door 

gave notice tbat some one demanded admission. Marcelly 
eärd the signal, and guessing by whom it was given, an- 
nounoed that she might be seen. In a moment the dooT 
opened, and Fergus, with a oountenance overshadowed witta 
grief and auxiety, stood befbre her. 

" Retire, Christian,** said he to the nurse ; " I wish to my 
a few words in private to your child. But be in waiting; i 
will call you again whenever you may be wanted.'* 

The honest creature witbdrew as sho was desired, and the 
fäther and daughter were iefl alone together. 
Had there been any ind\{!i2Te^\. «^c^tpr b^, to obeen9 
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:he workings of Fergrns Mac Diarmid's countonance, he 
irould bave seen tbere manifest traces of all tbe moet dis- 
ressing, as well as humiliating feelings tbat rankle ia the 
mman heart Tbere was profound and undisguised sel^ 
Kondemnation ; there was wounded pride, lacerat^ afiectioo; 
ind anxicty, partakiog in pari of bope, in part of fear, as if 
ihe individual knew not whether he ought to desire the ac- 
iomplishment of his own wishes, or its opposite. Nor did 
118 maoner fail to take its tone from tiie feeling which 
•aboured in his overwrought bosom. lustead of the afiec- 
icHiate frankness which usually roarked his deportment to- 
irards his daughter, Fergus was conscious of a degree of 
irresolution, amounting almost to bashfulness, which with- 
iield him from approaching her oiore uearly than the poiat 
which he had attained when first entering the room. In 
Bpite of her own sorrows, Marcel ly saw and pitied the dis- 
tressing Situation of her father. She advanced towards him, 
threw her arms about his neck, and leaning her head upon 
his Shoulder, wept bitterly. 

** My best and mo^t beloved child,'* said he, pressingther 
tohis bosom, ** I have never, tili this moment, shrunk from 
yoor cmbrace; yet it seems as if those tears were 8hed,and 
tfaat kiss given, for the purposo of telling me how unworthy 
I am to possofis such a daughter. Heaven's blessing be 
spon thee, love, whatever fato may attend me or others !** 

**You have come, sir, to require my determination,** said 
■be, " Duart is your guest, and it is necessary that I should 
deeide at once either to receive him as my future hnsband, 
» to reject him." 

"It is not exactly so, my love,'* rcplied Fergus, leading 
lier towards a chair, and drawinp-viother for himself close 
lo hers ; " I do not require you tu uetermine now, whether 
fOQ will accept Duart or not ; nay, I require nothing. All 
diat I have to entreat of you is, that you will consent to re- 
!eiye from him a visit to-morrow morning, and that you will 
üistain from peremptorily prohibiting his mention at som& 
bture time, of the subject on which he is prepared to addre» 
rou." 

** I understand,*' replied Marcelly ; ^ Duart will make to 
ne to-morrow an offer of bis band, and I must not positively 
«ject it. However odious he may be, however my own 
leart may revolt at the idea, I must permit him to go away 
vith the Impression on his mind, that there exists no insu- 
wrable bar to our union. Is it not thus that I am expected 
behave !*' . 

** God forgive you, Marcelly l** ezclaimed Fetf^^Nira:^'^ 

10«^ . 
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ms his hands. '* I ezpect and desire nothing from you bot 
wnat your own conviction of duty-^nay, of priDciple, may 
suggest Reject hinot if such be your pleasure ; and, let the 
cooaequences be what they may, you shall never bear from 
me one ayllable of reproach." 

** I know it, iny fiitber,** replied ehe ; ** I know that, even 
in your aolitary dungeon» you would breathe only praYers 
fyr tbe happinesB of your child ; but could tbat child be, hap- 
py with the terrible reflection continually before her) tbit ' 
ahe doomed her father to captivity 1 No, no, no !— You teil 
me there is but one meana of eecape left for you, and that I 
can secure it I will aecure it — I will plight my troth to 
this abhorred man, and I will pray to God to remove me 
hence, ere tbe day arrive on which that fiital vow muBt be 
accomplished." 

** Never, Marcelly \^ exclaimed Fergus, riaing« and 
striding with a hurried step acroea the room. ** May I, and all 
that b^ the uame, perish everlaatingly, ere you be requiied 
to make auch a sacrifice ! I will go to Duart on the instant, 
teil him that you never can be his, and prepare myself to 
meet, with becoming fortitude, wbatever dcstmy &te faas 
prepared ibr me.*' 

He made a movement towards the door,but was instantly 
detained bv his daughter. k 

** You shall not go, my father,** said she, calmly ^ "sit 
down, and hear me out. I am determined to make this sac- 
rifice, whether you consent to it or not. I do not ccmceal 
from you, that death, in its most hideous form, were a thoo^ 
sand times more welcome ; but that matters not It sbalL 
never be said by othera, my own conscieuoe shall never telU 
roe, that l shrank back from my duty, no matter how aidu*— 
ous; or refused to save my father, no matter at what cos^ 
to myself. But this favour I do beseech you to grsnt. «Ob— - 
tain from Duart a solemn promise, that if he be accepted, bi^ 
shall not require the fulfilment of my engagement under th^ 
lapee of a year and a day. There is a charro in that rojrsti ^ 
number of months and week»-«-at least our bards teil usai>- - 
and I would fain, like Jepbthah's daughter, prepare^ mjw^Mi 
for the altar. Do this, and I promise you to reccive youax 
suitor as becomes me.'* 

*<I would not refuse your request, Marcelly, oould I briniST 
myself to believe, that at the end of the period specified, yoQ 
would be able to overcome, even partially, that disgust of 
which at preaent you make no secret But I cannot doocn 
you, even afler an interval of a year, to suffer that worst of 
all Uving deaths, & uniou with a man wbom yoq ahhor.** 
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^ Leave the result to God," replied Mareetty, <« only do> 
«8 1 reqaire you. We cannot teil what cban^s may ocGvr 
whbin tbe lapse of tvirelve montbs, and of this you may rest 
aasored, that theae montbs aball be devoted by me tothe 
BiDgle taak of prepering royaelf fbr my fiite. But tako cara 
tbat there be no jugglin^ on bis part Loathin^ and abhoiw 
ring the man, I canoot divest my mind of suapiciona» that he 
promises in thia matter more than he wül be able to perfbmL 
See that you are releaaed firom the chaina that ahackle you, 
ere I permit worae chaina to be tbrown arouAd me/' 

''Now may Ueaven forgite me, if I yield ao far to iortune 
aa to obey your wiahea, my dangbter, in thia matter. I will 
hold with Duart auch a converaation aa you auggeaL No 
power OD earth abal), indeed, prevatl with me, either direet- 
jy or indirectly, to commit you ; but tbe promiae for which 
you fltipulate ahall be obtained, otherwiae Duart ahali not be 

Cnnitted to aee you. Yet even thua, my love, I would not 
¥e you contract an engagement which you may find it 
impoaaible in the end to fulfil. Speak to him of your india- 
poeition to determine haatily on auch a point ; telJ him that 
yoo muat weigh the matter well, ere you can determine ; 
permit him to viait you again, and give him hopea — but con* 
tract no poeitive engagement Thia, I truat, will aerve our 
purpoae in thf mean time ; and white there ia afuture before 
U8,«ur aflaira are not abeolutelv deaperate.** 

**No, my father," replied Marcelly, bitterly, **I cannot 
at once ofier myaelf a bumt ofiering to Moloch and play with 
the fire which ia to conaume me. To-morrow, if at all, I 
pliffht my troth to Duart ; but it will be on tbe expreaa con« 
dition, that never affain, tili our bridal day arrivea, ia he to 
oSknd my aight wiUi hia deteated preaence. That bargain 
I riiall mähe for myaelf. It ia for you to atipulate that the 
iaterval ahall be allowed, and that in the mean while my 
fimaily ia freed from ita bonda. Let thia be done, and I am— 
not contented, but reeolved. Let us iail in obtaining theae 
conditiona, and my heart may break, — but I cannot, wjll not 
behia." 

"It ahall be aa you deaire, my love," replied Fergua, 
riaing, and kiaaing her cheek ; " yet think of the matter 
again. To-roorrow morning earty I will aee you, and if 
your reaolution have undergone a change, do not heaitate to 
ay aa No doubt you may, by thia aingle act, bccome the 
preaerver of your race, and children yet unborn will apc^ak 
of you aa auch : but not even fbr that conaideration would I 
have you give up what ia of infinitely more value in my eyea 
"^your own peace of mind, your own aelf-rea^cU B^^tv^Sa^ 
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not without bis (ailings ; but be is, I believe, a good man in 
the main ; and custom will doubtless reconcile you to Ue- 
miahes which are now looked at througb the medium of pre* 
judice. If you thiok so, and believe that you can be happy 
as bis wife, your father and your kindred, wbom you have 
flaved, will bless your union ; but if not, let no consideratioQ 
fbr US induce you to take a step wbich is, you know, irrevo* 
cable, and " 

'* Enough ! enough ! my &ther," replied Marcelly, bu^ 
riedly ; ** I desirQ to bear no more on the subject My mind 
18 thoroughly made up. I am ready to sacrifice myself; 
but I cannot and will not attempt to bide from you, that the 
aacrifice is fearful. Let tbis much suffice : but if the aami* 
rance that my determination shall never be revoked tend, in 
any degree, to emooth your pillow, sleep soundly ; for I 
ha?e spoken, and will not reoall my words." 

Marcelly embraced, her fiither as she concluded thn 
speech, and kissed bim with her wonted affection. Sbe 
Msought bis blessing too, which wasgiven with more than 
bis accustomed earaestness ; and she saw bim quit the roon 
witbout shedding a tear. Nor is this all : she spoke chee^ 
fully to her nurse wbile the latter assisted her to undreM» 
and, havin^ soleranly commended herseif to the caie of 
Heayen, laid her head upon the pillow, and slept soundlj. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



How diflferent are tbe •enntioDs of the victim and the 
execotioner, when the one suflfera innocently, and the other* 
even tbough urged on by wbat he conceives to be a etern 
Becessity, Stands prepared to imroolate the very being wboae 
Image lies nearest to bis heart! White the slaoibers of 
Marcelly were ligbt and refreahing, and an'approving con- 
science conjured up only dreama of blessingB to come, Fer- 
goe paced his Chamber tiackwards and forwards with an un- 
eaay tread, and pondered, tili every pulse in bis forehead 
beat as if It would burat the skin, upon the present conditioa 
and probable prospects of his fiimily. It was to no porpose 
that he looked back with something liko remorse on the 
measures which he had been led to adopt, in strict accord- 
ance with what he believed to be his duty. The time finr 
consideration was gone; and in vain the idea occurred, 
*^ What if I had allowed things to take their natural coursel 
Was I forced to involve in ruin so many persons, the beat 
Uood of the clan — ay, and my own family besides— *in order 
to secure to one man the means of supporting bimself as a 
gentleman at the French court ? Can this be required at 
my hands, or at the hands of any one 1'* We do not mean 
to convey an insinuation that Fergus answcred these ques- 
tioos in the negative. On the contrary, there was aboot 
bim, even in this his dark hour of trial, all that devotedneas 
of soul and feeling which taught the Highlander of the 
seventeenth Century to regard his chiers honour as bis own, 
and to account every personal privation as ligbt, provided 
ooly it had the effect of relievmg the head ä his family 
from distress. But it were absuni to deny tbat amid this 
ezcitement of high principle, the recollection of his daugh« 
ter's fate came from time to time over bim, like a cloud over 
the fkce of the füll moon when the corn is ripe. **Bat for 
her l could ha?e endured aU that their malioe «ji^lvll think^ 
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fit to lay upon me. They might cast me into prison, aeiie 
and alienate my property, or take away my life : I could 
have suflTered all without a murmur: — but Marcelly, — who 
would Protect her were I taken away, and sbo a beggart 
No, no, it must not be ! I know that the alternative is fear- 
ful ; but better that she should drag on ever so duU an ezis- 
tence as the wife of that beast Duart, than depend fbr her 
daily food upon the charity of strangers. Heaven, that reads 
my heart, can teil bow reluctantly I lay this load upon her! 
But there is no avoidingone evil except by incurringa 
greater." 

It was thus that Fergus suramed up a long and anxioaB 
train of argument, in which he strove to set himself right 
in bis own eyes, and, as it were, before the world. Yet the 
uneasiness which still lay upon his thoughts demonstrsted, 
that the conclusion scarcely satisfied himself. NevertheleiQy 
like other men who feel that tliey are committed beyond the 
•■ power of escape« he struggled hard to create a per8ua8ion,that 
his case was not without its palliatives. He looked at Duart|i 
Situation and character through the medium rather of his 
wishesthan his knowledge. Duart was wealthy; he wai 
Dot cruel ; he was not mercenary ; he was not ungenenHUi 
What if he were somewhat addicted to the pleasures of the 
table,-^was not that propensity of common occurrence 
throughout Scotland ? And as to his irritability,— <i-tbe best 
tempers were generally those which threw off their ho- 
mours at once, instead of nursing and sustaining them in 
secret Why should he not make Marcelly happy, after all? 
True, she loved bim not, — nay, she abhorred him : bat then 
Marcelly was a sensible girl, and that which duty enjoined 
she would certainly perform, in defiance both of prejudiee 
and passion. And above all, Marcelly*s afiections were u 
yet disengaged. Of that fact Fergus was certain, and he 
thanked God that the case was so. Still there was that io 
the reflcctions of Fergus Mac Diarmid this night which 
efectually drove sleep from his pillow : ho saw the lamp 
expire in its socket, and the feeble glimmer of the dawn 
break through his curtains, without havmg once closed an 
eye. 

Fergus rose from his bed, and tbrowing open the windov, 
flat down beside it, in order that the morning breezes migfat 
cool the blood which boundcd through bis veins fiercely and 
foverishly. He looked out upon the loch, as it heaved gen- 
tly in the calm, and rolled its bright billows one after the 
other against the rock beneath him. There was a ffloom 
upaa the bosom of the water»— for aa yet the twUight 
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Iflanced only a]ong[ the Bummits of tbe far-offhills-^aiid ex- 
clfpt wben, from time to time, a sea-bird flew screaming 
fiom its perch, there was not a aound to mingle wkh- thtt 
üf tbe breaking waves. Fergue ezperienced the fall efl^t 
of a Bcene so holy and so tranquillizing. Inseneibly bis fever 
left bim ; he breathed more free] y than he had done ; bis 
tboaghts took a calmer tone, and raised tbemselvea involan- 
tarily to beavcn. ** Grod*s will be done," said he, speaking 
aloud, ^ and may we subroit to it as becomes na!** 

^ Amen !*' replied a deep-toned voice« whicb, wben onc^ 
heard, there was no mistaking; and immediately there 
emerged from beneatb the ehiule of a clurop of elms, tbe 
fi^ore of a man, whicb advanced directly beneatb tbe 
wmdow. 

** Is it yon, Parson Neil?" exclaimed Fergus: ** tbis is do 
safe harbour i«)r you at present We are not alone ; and if 
tboee who are our gucsts chance to discover you, we may 
botb, perbaps, live to repent it For Heaven's sake witbr 
dnw ere the people begin to move/' 

" Not tili I have had half an bour's conversation with 
▼OD, Ardroore. I am aware tiiat you are not alone, and T 
know wbo is your guest Still I must see you. If it be 
unsafe fbr me to go to you, come you to me. I will watt 
in the Fumart^s cave; and I pray you to lose no time in join- 
ingme there." 

Tbe Speaker nrade no pause to receive an answer, but 
passing rapidly under tbe shade of the tall trees, tbe out- 
line of bis form was visible only fbr a moment and then dis- 
«ppeared. 

Tbe appearance of Parson Neil, even at tbis bour of tbe 
moming, under almost any circnmstances different from 
thoee whicb immediately surrounded him, would have ex- 
cited neither surprise nor uneasiness in the mind of Fergus 
Mac Diarmid. A sort of half fugitive,— that is to say, re- 
siding among bis flock partly under cover, partly by conni- 
▼ance, because distrustinv, perhaps unfairly, the act of iu- 
demnity whicb gavo conSdence to others, it wasno unusual 
matter for the good Parson to pay bis confidential visits 
under the cloud of twilight: and, bcing a man of active 
babita, the gloom of the moming was neither less accept^ 
ftble in itself, nor less frequently made use of, than the 
ahadow of the departing day. Situated as be now was, 
lliDwever, tbe mind of Fergus misgave him. His reasoning, 
•ophistical at the best, had scarcely led bim to believe that 
lie was guilty of no crime in immolating his only cbild for . 

th« benefit of bis more remote kindred. He 4n&^^^ ^ j| 
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flcarce knew why, tbat the Parson wai about to lay befora 
him other and stronger proofs, that the cöaclusion wai ab« 
flolately iniquitous ; neverthelesB, he did not heeitate ai to 
granting the interview required. He hurried on hi0 
-clothee, and stealing Boftly down ata in, paaeed, with t 
troubled step, acro6B the lawn, and foUowed where the 
other had led, down a narrow and eteep cut in the face of 
the rock. 

The Fumart's cave was a reft or fisBure in the face of the 
rock, accessible frorn above by a track eo precipitoua^ and 
at the aame time, eo iniperfectly marked, that a strangef 
night pass and repass along the edge of the terrace a tboiH 
eand times without discovering so much as ita commence' 
ment Tbis, afler winding round a crag, which jntled coo- 
eiderably &rther over the abyss than its fellows, condncted 
the adventurouB visitant to the cave itself ; which, thoogh 
at low water it huog, as it were, in air, its foundation being 
iairly undermined by the washing of the wavee, lay, wben 
the tide was up, scarce a couple of feet above the level of 
the sea. During spring tides, indeed, when the wind Uew 
streng froro the weet, it was no uncommon event to find tbe 
cave half filled with water; fbr, though the volume of sea 
rolled up, rarely passes, in these saltpiochs, its costomary 
level, the spray would break in freely, and leave large 
pools behind. The consequence was, that even at thisjpe- 
riod of excessive hazard to person and property, the Fu- 
mart^s cave was but little resortcd to as a place of hüiog. 
For a Start, indeed, as the phrase went, it might serve tbe 
purpose of the fugitive well enough; but no one could Ten- 
ture to estabiish bis home there, Knowing, as the people ci 
the country did, that on the first occnrrence of a tempeat, 
the chaoces were even whether tbe individual seeking ahel- 
ter might not find in it a watery grave. 

When Fergus Mac Diarmid reached the point whenee 
the mouth of the cave became visible, he ascertained tfaat 
the tide was at the füll, and the sullen sweep of the waten^ 
only a fbot or two beneath the giddy precipice, along tbe 
side of which he passed, sounded in bis ear like the cry of a 
bird of bad omen. Accustomed as he had been firom child- 
hood, to traverse the most perilous of the paths by which the 
hills are crossed, he feit, on the present occasion, that hii 
brain was not equal to the hazard of a direct and protracfced 
gaze upon the gulf below. This might, perhaps, be owing 
to the sleepless night which he had passed— or poesibly the 
extreme agitation of mind under which, forsome time back, 
be bad laboured, rendered bis nerves unsteady ; bat, wfaat- 
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ever the cause might be, it is certain that while traversiDg 
thc few feet of open gallery which led fVom the last curva- 
ture of the zigzag descent to the mouth of the cave, he 
woald not have ventured, for all the wealth of the Indies, to 
look deliberately down ujpn the loch. Nevertheless, he 
shrank not from the advegture, but keeping his eyes fixed 
upon vacancy, gained, jmiout a stunible, the stränge tryst- 
iog place which ParsgpNeil had appointed. 

Within a recea^wt dark whinstonc, over-arched from 
above, and presen^nj?, on the seaward side, a bulwark con- 
siderably eleiMapiabove the level of the cleft, sat Parson 
Neil : hia fi^l^K even when Standing upright, being entirely 
con^iidTthough he misfat, through crevices on either 
^ofl^beerve the approacTi of an in truder. A low fire of 
turf burned beside him ; for the night had been cold, and, 
faardy as he was, the Parson found it necessary to guard 
against the efiects of exposure, while a bündle of heather, 
rdled up in the far comer, markcd the spot on which he 
had made his bed. He moved asitie as Fergus entered, in 
Order to give him the most commodious restingwplace 
whkh the cavern afibrded; and the latter having taken 
hJB seat, no time was wasted ere the business of the inter- 
view began. 

" This is well»" said Parson Neil ; " I rejoice sincerely 
that we haTO met thus early. It may not» perhaps, be too 
lata to coDvince you that you are about to do that of which, 
if you go forward with your Schemen you will never, to the 
day of your death, cease to repent" 

'' What do you mean?" demanded Fergus; **yon speak in 
hddles, and I am no CEdipus to read them." 

''I don't think an CEdipus is required in the present 
instance,*' replied the Parson. ^ You know perfectly well 
wbat you meditate, and so do I. You imagine that it 
will end advantageously fbr all concerned; I am certain 
that it will not" 

''Speak out at once, Neil Macpherson," replied Fergus; 
^this is sheer trifling, and I am in no mood to bear with 
tiifling now. What know you of my plana ? and what rca- 
aon have you to suppose that they will lead to other than 
a ftvourabie result, both in my own case, and in that of 
othersl" 

** If I had no other sources of information,** replied the 
Parson, ** common rumour bas been too busy with your 
nlaos to leave any one in doubt touching their objeet ; but ^ 
I will not conceal fröm you, that I derive ti\7 SmottmSC»». jH 
tom more autbeDtic sources. You intend V> isAxt^ l^fQEt ^^ 
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daughter io Mac Alpine of Duart, and you anticipate froof 
that ill-assorted match a deliverance of the clan from all 
ita troubles. I teil you, on the contrary, that the wbole de- 
vice is cruel, unjust, and must, in every point of view, end 
in disappointmenL It must bo abandoned, or worae may 
come ojf it" \^ 

** I will not pause to inquire b^üiat rigbt you presome 
to scrutinize so cloaely arrangemenlLwhich do not conccrn 
you," replied Fergus, sternly ; **nor^kUl I insist upon ywt 
making me acquainted with the aourcemrough which yoor 
information is derived. It is suflScient^||^]l you that I 
cooäider myself to be the best judge of the^l^lude of my 
own conduct; and that I will seek advice from oMli^aly 
wiien I find reason to distrust my own judgment*' ^*- ^ 

** Fergus Mac Diarmid," replied the Parson, his voiee 
faltcring slightly, so as to make manifest that he feit the 
unkindness implied in his companion^s tone and manner, 
" we have kuown each other too long, and trusted eaeh 
other too far, to take lifht offence, as if we were acquaio- 
tances but of yesterday. 1 do not pretend to any rigfat of 
scrutiny over your procoedings — though I did flatter myself 
that the interest which I take in the welfare of you and 
yours, would have excused more than my prescnt proce- 
dure. But it seems that I over-estimated the hold which I 
really possess upon your confidence and firiendslnp." 

'«Not a whit, my dear Parson," replied Fergus« instantia 
recovering himself ; ** I am sure that you have never said 
or done auglit that was not meant to benefit your IViendSf 
and in the present instance, I readily believe that yosr ox>- 
tives are exccllenX. But I am so situated, that the power 
of weighing between right and wroug, scarcely remainf to 
me. The step which I propose to take may be a despeiate 
one ; but how can I avoid itl" 

** When your own conscience teils you that you have 
ceased to calculate the moral tendency of a proposed ei* 
ploit, you need brief argument from me to convince yoOf 
that the exploit is, at least, of doubtful propriety," replie|A 
Neu. «* But it is not more of tho moral tendency of tbii 
particular act than of its sound policy that I would tpeik» 
What proof do you possess that Mac Alpine iaable to ffalAl 
his part of this strande compact? Have you more than hi^ 
bare promise to build upon ?" 

"ünquestionably," replied Fergus,**! have the 0Bif•^ 

sally-received conviction, that his interest with Macay*" 

more iaall but boiundleaa. la he not indebted to that intM^ 

iör the aitnatioii which eiA\A«i Vum \o cocxs^^te toftäita* 
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of 00 many men botter born and better bred than bimself ; 
and have we not reason to belie?e that it is equal to more 
than this? Besides, be is prepared, at bis own personal 
cost, to pay up those arrears which weigfh us down to the 
ground ; and for the future — he Stands pledged to render it 
soch as we desire ; otherwise, our bargain is at an end.** 

«* How so?" replied Neil. ** If I understand your dangh- 
ter aright, and I do not hesitate to teil you, that from ber- 
self I leamed last night the substance of your parting inter- 
view, she ames to plight her fäith to Duart on the Single 
condition, that be delivers yon from your difficulties, uid 
engages to avoid her presence for a year and a day. Now, 
from your immediate difficulties Duart roay be able to set 
yon free. He may promise, moreover, to obtain restitution 
to the ezile, and he may be sincere in his desire of effecting 
that objecf, But are his means equal to the end ? Remem- 
ber, that this is a matter on which you must have other se- 
carity than the bare allegation of one contracting party, 
Bupported though that be by the voice of common rumour.*' 
" Neil Macpherson,*' replied Fergus, " we are arguing 
this point to little purpose. Thcre may be truth in what 
you say, and Duart may be deceiving me throughout ; but 
we have no right to assume that Sie case is so without 
proo€ And as to seeking from bim other security than his 
Word of honour as a gentleman, where would be the advan- 
tBge 1— he would doubtless treat such an attempt with the 
acom which it roerited, and break off our contract at once." 
''And you would deliberately sacrifice your daughter's 
peace of roind on the vague, possibly the idle expectation, 
that the agent of the Duke of Argyle is possessed of influ* 
CBoe enou^h to twist the prejudices of tne King*8 govern- 
loent to his own humours! Have a care what you do, 
Ardmore. Even with proofs— the füllest proofs — that such 
coofidence is not misplaced, the benefits to be obtained, 
^nmld, in my opinion, be too dearly purchased. You have 
no right, belore God or man, to barter away your only child 
ht any consideration whatever — least of all to slaughter 
yoar victim first, and then to hope for the reward of your 
^elty aflerwards. No, no; this were to take a leap in tho' 
wk with a vengeance." 

. •• Have mercy upon me, Neil," exclaimed Pergus, bitter* 
^y. '* There is before me such a choice as would drive 
QMit men mad ; and even I can scarce contemplate it and 
^VMerve my senses. You talk of sacrificing Marcelly. l 
^mit it ; but sacrificed she roast be one viay ot XVi« o>^^. 
fnioh w b^^tbät Bbe 8boiM b^ ernst oat\Vke%V)e\ssKiXA 
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find sheltier and protection from strangers, while her &ther 
ends his days in a priaon, and her whole clan is ruined»— or» 
tbat she sbould control her feelings, and live respected and 
«dmired as the wife even of Duarti" 

*'By whom respected and admiredV demanded Neil. 
*' Not by herseif certainiy ; and when self-respect is wanting, 
how shall its loss be compensated ? No, uo, Ardmore ; Mar- 
celly will not live either respected or admired, as the wifo 
of DuarL I do not, indeed, bnelieve that she will live to b&- 
come his wife at all, for her oiind is not formed of flexible 
Stuff; and though she may put violence on her own wishes, 
and consent to cootract an engagement now, the feeling 
that she has done so will eat into her very vitals. Go for- 
ward with your scheme, by all means, but remember that 
you were warned of its consequences. From the bour that 
she plights her troth to Duart, your daughter's days are 
numbered.*' 

" I hope not, Neil," replied Fergus. ** God knows bow 
reluctantly 1 have consented to this, and God knows also 
that I look forward not without hope, to the interval for 
which she stipulates, as likely, in some way or ^notber, to 
operate in our favour. ' A thousand accidents may occur to 
prevent his claiming the fulfilment of her engagement 
Duart is not immortal any more than Marcelly ; and if he 
were, young women have broken their troth before now." 

" Never trust to such chances as these," replied the Par« 
son, *' for be assured that Marcelly, if she once utter the 

Sromise, will keep it, let come what may. And as to Duart's 
eath — pshaw ! that is the reasoning either of a fix>l or a 
desperate man." 

** Be it so," replied Fergus, rising, ** for a more desperate 
mau breathes not the air of heaven. It is too late, Neil — » 
too late for everv thing, except to increase, as tliis conver* 
sation has done, the unspeakable wretchednessof vour friend. 
Am I blind to the truth of what you say ? Have I not looked 
at thequestion in all its bearings? nay, have I not, from 
week to week, and from day to day, put ofl!^ the necessity 
which now lays me prostrate ? I know that before God I am 
not justified in this matter ; and my own heart teils me that 
I shall never know one moment's>peace again. But what 
.can I do ? Say no more, as you desire to enjoy that quiet 
with which I have parted for ever. It must be, and the re- 
sults must be lefl to Providence." 

^ Miserable man !" exclaimcd Neil — " and not more mi* 
üerabie than guilty l Bul Ihe ^uväKment» not less than the 
cnmCf be upoa your q\«ii \iq«i^\ \^x ^"j ^iqa v»as&ssDflk 
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Ii it true that you engage to procura fbt her the respite of ä 
yetr!" 

^ 1 bave roade that promise certainly/' replied Fergus. 

** And you willadhere to it— of course you will?** 

** I intend to do so» and I anticipate no Opposition on Du« 
art'sjpart" 

**There, perhaps, you are mistaken; bnt bowevcr this 
inay be, you swear befbre Heaven, that unless he consent 
to this arrangement, bis suit goes no farther V* 

" Most willingly," replied Fergus. 

** Then there is yet a £^round of hope, — feeble, it is true, 
but still something. And Duart undertakes to accomplish 
at once his part of the Convention T' 

** As far as the discharffe of outstanding arrears may be 
considered as it^ accommiehment Beyqnd that I cannot 
urge bim tili Marcetly becbmes his wife'; though I doubt 
not that matters will be put in a train without delay.*' 

** Then I venture to predict that if this accursed match 
do take place, of which lentertain no expectation, Marcelly 
will have been doomed to a life of Mfretchedness in exchange 
for a temporary release to her father from embarrassments. 
But the future is in the band of Gqfi. It is something to 
have secured- twelve months of preparation fbr the accom- 
plishment of such a sacrifice.** 

It was now broad daylight, and Fergus, anxions to escape 
from a Situation of extreme embarrassment, broadly hinted 
that to prolong the interview would be to endanger the 
Pbrson's safety. The latter saw into the real motives which 
gaided his friend, but made no effi)rt to detain bim. He 
reit, indeed, that reasoning was entirely wasted upon a 
man, obstinate at all times, and now carried away entirely 
by fiüse views both of interest and duty. They, therefore, 
separated: Fergus retiring to his Chamber, which he 
reached ere bis guest began to stir, and the Parson dela^- 
ing where be was, tili an opportunity should ofibr of quit- 
ting the cave without attracting Observation. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Ferovs and bis guest tnet at the breakfaet table, but it 
was under tbe influ^ce of a rest^aint, po^,l^ ^istressing 
tban uDüsual with'bbtb of tliem. It Beemed as if they equat 
]y shrank from a discussion of tbe subject wbicb occupied 
all their thoughts; for the conversation was constrained, 
uneasy, short, desultory, and unmeanioff, like that of all 
men who speak merely because they believe that they are 
expected to do so. Not an allusion was made to the Confe- 
rence of yesterday, during the entire progressof the repaet; 
and the absence of Marcelly from her accustomed seat was 
not so much as noticed by eitber party. 

Thus passed the meal, and the breakfast Service being 
removed, the two gentlemen continued to face one anotber 
like pugilists who desire to make a trial of their skill, yet 
hold each other in too much respect wantonly to provoke 
the cqptest. The forwardness and self-iipportance of Duart 
seemed, indeed, to have deserted him; while Fergus la- 
boured under a degree of anxiety, far too distressing to per- 
mit him to be completelv master of bimself. At length, 
however, afler a variety of common-place remarks had ÄTlea 
from botb, Duart ventured to hint that bis business at bome 
was pressing. He had no wish whatever to take undue ad- 
vantage of the conve/sation which passed between them tbe 
e?ening before, — only it was necessary that be should be at 
Duart that night, and the distance was considerable. In a 
Word, if Ardmore continued in the same mind, and the young 
lady were not worse, be would willingly see her with as 
little delay as possible ; thou^h h^ entreated that even in 
^phis, not the shadow of restramt should be imposed upon her 
mclinations, the absolute freedom of which, he was bound, 
above all men living, to advocate. 

" My sentiments remain unaltered," replied Fergus, ^ and 
mj dau^hter is, as l l(Ad yo\i ^e^\ßTd».'}^^tfectlY prepared 
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to hear and consider any proposals which you may be pleased 
to tnake. I must, however, wani you, tbat she has stränge 
fiincies as to the degree of attention due to persona in her 
■Situation. She was brought up in private, and Under very 
peculiar circumfitances ; and if she have imbibed more of . 
the spirit of romance than belongs to the age in which we 
live, you, Duart, will not, I believe, fiiil to make allowances 
for her.'* 

•* The young lady may rely upon being treatcd with all 
imaginable respect by nie," repUed Duart ^ I entertain 
for her a regard too pure, and, permit me to add, too disinte- 
rested, not to indulge her in every reasonable humour, and 
I am sure that none of her humours can be other than rea- 
sonable." 

'* You speak li.k^ a man of sense and of honour," repljed 
Fergus, his countenance brightening, and bis manner be- 
coming less and less embarrassed ; *' you önJy confirm the 
opinions which I had previously fbrmed respecting you. I 
do not know how fiir you may be disposed to treat a mere 
whim as a reasonable humour — but she has a whim of her 
own, and you must yield to it." 

" What is it7" demanded Duart 

" She has ever stipulated that the individual whom she 
may select as a future husband, shall, afler receiving an as- 
surance of bis acceptance from her own Ups, withdraw him- 
self entirely from her society ; and leave her and himself to 
try the strength of their respective fidelity by a year and a 
day of non intercourse. This is not very usual with girls 
so circumstanced ; but Marcelly is not an ordinary ffirl, and 
to be won, must be sought in her own way." 

Duart was silent for some moments, during the passage 
of which, he kept his keen gray eye riveted with a scruti- 
nizing stare upon Fergus's countenance. It seemed as if 
he strove to read what was passing in a mind, which, not 
«naccustomed to work in secret, threw little of its meaning 
into the features; and the curl of his lip ashe prepared to an- 
swer, implied that the truth had not been wholly concealed 
from him. 

" Is this all ?" Said he. " A stränge humour I admit it to 
be; but the woman who encourages that, has, doubtless, 
other fancies in reserve. Is there no other compact — no- 
thing eise in the shape of profit and loss — or, as we used to 
say in the humanity class of Glasgow College, nö quid pro 
quo ? Surely this is not all." 

"Not exactly," replied Fergus, in a firmer tone; my 
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daughter has other ppints to discuss, but tbese, I apprehebd, 
sfae will broach fbr berself.'* 

*'Coine now, Ardmore,** replied Duart, relapsing inta 
something like the petulant tone which marked bis conver- 
sation ofi bis first arrival, ** let us have the wbole truth oat 
at once. There are none by to note down our words, and 
what is Said to-day, may be denicd on oath to-morrow. 
Your daughter has no particular fancy for this — what shall 
we call it? — respectable — ay, that is the term to apply to 
a man of fifly-five — this respectable carcass of mine. She 
fimcies somethingyounger, perhaps, or more elegant — noore 
vifforous I will defy her to get; but sbe has her fancies, as 
allgirls have, and the match, if made at all, will be yours, 
not her& In order to draw her into it at all, we must, there- 
fore make all possible concessions. Gro on then, and let iis 
have a list of them at once ; for I Ipve, when striking a bar« 
gaiu, to know what I am about from the beginnin?.*' 

*' I do not understand you,*' replied Fergus, cooTly. 

*' Not understand me !** answered Duart ; *' why, the 
whole thing is as piain as the snow on Bennevis. But let 
there be no mystery between us. In piain terms, then, I 
want to know, before I say ay or no to this article, by how 
many it is to be followed, and what their nature may be.*' 

** And I, in my turn, can only assure you that I am al- 
most as much in the dark as you are yourself. I take my 
ground, however, on this preliminary question, and unless 
it be answered in the affirmative, I must, however reluc« 
tantly, put a stop at once to the negotiation.*' 

" Very weH,** replied Duart, with an afiected carelesB- 
ness, which an awkward fumbling with the hilt of his rapier 
and a flush on his brow belied ; " suppose I assent to this 
Strange stipulation, what do I gain by it?" 

" The liberty to address my daughter in person, and the 
assurance from me, that if you comply with such other de- 
mands as sbe may find it convenient to make, your suit will 
be at least favourably.entertained. As to the issue of your 
meeting, ofthat I can say nothing.'* 

*' In other words, Ardmore, this is a sort of barter between 
you and me, by which I, on my part, undertake to help you 
through your difficulties, and you promise, at the end of a 
year and a day, to give to my arms your very reluctant 
daughter. By heavens !" coutmued he, stridin^ across the 
room, *' I know not why I should submit to this. Do you 
recollect how you are circumstanced ] Have you forgotten 
tbat you and your entire race are in my power, and that I 
Piigbt min you, if I chose, U>-motio^V^ 
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•• I have not," replied Fergfus, calmly ; "I remember per- 
iectly, that our only hope rests upon your clemency. Were 
it not so, poesibly you and I might speak to one another to- 
day in a diflferent tone, and on a different subject*' 

"Pahaw! man," answered Duart, "I did not mean to 
hurt your feelin^. You are unfortunate, and God forbid 
that 1, whose star is in the ascendant, should outrage tbe 
feelin^ of my lese favoured countryroan. I had no other 
intention in eaying wbat I did, than to rcmind you, that to 
drive too hard a bargain may prove fatal to us both : — to me, 
in fhistrating what 1 acknowlcdge to be the first wish of 
my heart ; to you— but no matter about that. Well, then, I 
suppoee I must consent to this fbolieh freak. A year and a 
day make up a long period, but they will equally come to 
an end. Say that I consent to this, what is next to be re- 
quired 1" 

** Seriously, and upon my honour, I do not know. Some- 
thing, I am aware, will^be said about cancelling obligations 
that exist, and giving proof that, ere the wedding-day come 
round, Mac Diarmid will be restored to his rights and pro- 
perty. But how this may be urged, or in what order, I am 
80 Ignorant as you are yourself." 

IXiart's brow lowered. **Demanding proofs, did you 
eayl" asked he; ^' What kind of proofs? Is not my pro- 
mise sufficient, — ^must I have vouchers for my own credibili- 
ty ? I must have mistaken your meaning, Ardmore. Nei- 
ther you nor your daughter could insult a man in my Situa- 
tion by demanding from him, in any case, other proofe than 
his own affirmation." 

** As far as I am concemed," replied Pergus, " you are 
perfectly right. I entertain no suspicion of your power to 
accomplish that which you are avowedly desirous to accom- 
plish. Even the cancelling of our most pressing bonds I 
could leave entirely to your discretion. But my daughter 
has imbibed sentiments in many respects different from 
mine, and if you really desire to possess her, these must be 
humoured.'* 

♦* As fer as may be consistent with my own honour," re- 
plied Duart, ** I will deny her nothing. But to seek other 
evidence than the word of a gentleman, — that were, in- 
deed, to put a slight upon him, such as he ought not to bear. 
Jf she insist upon this, then the law must take its course, 
and I am not to blame." 

** Be it so, Duart," replied Fergus, shrugginSf bis Shoul- 
der; ** 1 bare done all that I could V> m%ex "^^xa ^iSs^^su ^ 
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I will never lay violence on jDy daughter ; nor would you 
desire mo to do so ; and if you cannot arrange the detuki of 
tbis afl&ir yourself, the treaty muet come to an end, and I 
take the fiite wbich Providence shall award me.*' 

** Wby, no,** replied Duart, epeaking slowly, and with 
apparent hesitation, ** I do not see the thing exactty in the 
light that you da A middle course may be wrought out 
l^u aay that you are satistied with the security of my 
Word alone, but that your daughtef may demand more. 
What then ? I can promise tu furnish you with such proo& 
as shall remove all doubt from your mind ; and you can aa- 
aure her that I have done sa Thus will my personal honoar 
be saved, while her scruples, childish aud grouudlcss at the 
best, are effectually removed." 

** But suppose she puts the qnestion to me, of what nature 
these proots are )" 

** She will never do that She knows that yoa never 
have deceived her, and that in tbis matter, above all othera» 
you would avoid deceit" 

I* Look you, Duart,*' replied Fergus, sharply, *' if I am re- 
quired to satisfy my daughter that other proof than your 
assurance has been furnished, that pruof, be it what it may, 
must be forthcoraing. I make no stipulation as to time. 
There are twelve long months before us, during which, on 
tbis understanding, the engagement which Marcelly con- 
tracts shall be conditional : in other words, she shall fblfil 
it, provided you show us, any time between tbis and yonr 
wedding-day, that you do possess interest enough to accooi- 
plish all for which we stipulate. If you fail in tbis, I take 
God to witness, that I will never hold my daughter peremp- 
torily to her engagement" 

^ I might object to all tbis, Ardmore," said Duart, *' and 
I probably should object to it, were I not attached, as 1 am, 
to your daughter. Be it, however, as you propose. Yoa 
will satisfy Marcelly, if you can, by professing your own 
confidence in my assurances; and, unless she explicitly de- 
mand other proofs, you will lead her to believe : or— or— or 
—you will, at least, say nothing about the nature of the evi- 
dence on which you rely. I, on my part, renew all tbe 
assurances I have ever jpriven you. I pledge my word, that 
I do poösess the means ror obtaining for your chief, not only 
a removal of the outlawry, but a restitution to bis property. 
I undertake to exercise these means; and though the matter 
muat be managed with delicacy, and dclay will doubtless 
priße, of itB altimate arrangem^ul '^fow tk^^A. «\aett&in no 
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doubt And now fbr the yoang lady, from whoee ups I 
■m aoxious to receive the sentence which is to render me 
either the happiest or the moet miserable of men.*' 

There was a stränge misgiviDg in the mind of Fergng, 
■Qch as be had not, at any previous stage of this business, 
experienced. Yet he knew not how to give utterance to 
hia mspicions. He dislikcd the tone in which bis guest 
Mpolk»; he disliked still more the project — ^Jesuitical, if not 
pontively disbonest — by which he was to be made a party 
m deceiving bis daughter : and the repeated remonstrance» 
of Fuson Neil recurred to bim in no veiy agreeable man- 
Der. Nevertheless, he feit as if the power of deliberating 
fiurther were taken away. With some difficulty he stam- 
mered out a few words, intended to impress upon Duart*0 
inind the necessity of dealing gcntly with Marcelly, and 
tben withdrew, in order to prepare her for the interview^ 
We will not pause to repeat what passed in the young lady's 
bondoir on that uccasion. Enough is done when we State, 
tbat Fergus found her calm and collectcd, and that, having 
uabered in the suitor, he closed the door, and left them to 
oondaet the Conference according to their peculiar tasten 

Maroelly bent her head without rising as her lover en- 
tered, and, pointing to a chair considerably removed front 
that which she occupicd, requested that he would be seated. 
Natorally shy in female society, and more than ordinarily 
enibarrasaed by the peculiar circiimstances which surround- 
ed bim, Duart did as he was desired, and, for a roinute or 
two^ fcept bis eyes rivetted on the ground, while he played, 
like a raw youth to whom the toy has for the first time been 
intrusted, with the handle. of bis sword. By degrees, how- 
ever, bis self-command scemed to return. He looked up, 
and saw the dark and piercing eye of Marcelly tixed upon* 
bim with an expression which it was impossible to misun- 
derstand. Pride now came to the aid of other feelings, if, 
indeed, it did not wbolly supplant them. His lip quivered, 
and, if his voice faltered siightly at first, it too soon re* 
gaincd its accustomed harsh and resolute tone. 

" I presume, madam/* said he, '* that you are already in- 
iörmed of the busiuess which has led me to intrude thus 
upon your privacy. Your father has doubtless told you, that 
1 desire nothing on earth so much as your happincss, and 
that I am anxious to prove tlie sincerity of this declaration 
by placing myself and my furtunes at your feet. I am not 
a boy, to dream of catching your fäncy by amorous.declara- 
tions or set speeches; but what I say, I say in sinccrity^-p 
tbat, ifyou will be mine, it will be the W^^vcve^&^l tcv^^'^^ 
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to hifider you firom repenting the cenfidence which ybü fe* 
poee in me/' 

** You judge rightly, sir," replied Marcelly ; "I was led 
txf expect this declaration ; and, following the commendable 
example which you have sei me« I too, will teil yoa m few 
words how I am prepared to receive it It would be the 
foulest hypocrisy were I to profess for you individually the 
smallest preference ; nay more^^were I to hide from you, 
that, undor any other circumstauces than those by which I 
am beset, I could not have entertained your proposal fbr a 
moment. But as matters stand, I accept you as my future 
husband at once. Nay, sir,*' continued she, waviDg her 
hand, in order to check a movement which he made to ap- 
proach her ; ** hear me out, ere you deviate« even slightly, 
from that just and becoming sobriety which has hitberto 
characterized your manner. I am ready to regard you as 
tny future husband, but it is only upon terms, from the very 
least of which, no power under Heaven shall ever ioduce 
tne to deviate. Are you willing to accept me, subject to 
such conditions as I may choosc to specify ?" 

" 'Tis a Strange manner of proceeding, fair maiden,*' re- 
plied Duart, with a forced smile ; " but thy swaui has, of 
course, no right of choice. Say on, then, and be the terms 
what they may, I am, of course, bound by all the ]aw8 of 
gallantry and romance to abide by them/' 

" We have met," replied Marcelly, deliberately, " not to 
exchange compliments, nor yet to waste time in unmeaning 
raillery ; but to complete, aä speedily as possible, a contract, 
by which this poor person is put up to barter. Listen, then, 
while I State, one by one, and in language as explicit aa 
can be used, the terms on which I consent to be your wife. 
#In the first place I require, as a preliminary to all others, 
that, at the conclusion of this interview, you quit Ardcnore, 
and do not ägain obtrude yourself upon my presence for the 
Space of a year and a day. Are you content to subscribe to 
thisV 

** I told your father that 1 was ready to forego my dann 
opon your band for the long period which you have just 
specified; but to deny myself all that while the delight 
of your Society,— eurely, Miss Marcelly, you would not re- 
quire that 1" 

" I never say what I do not mean," replied Marcelly, 
coldly; "unless you conseut to this primary article, cur 
treaty ends at once." 

Duart turoed himaelf otk bla chair^ and the blood ruriied 
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to bis ibrehead : nevertheless, he controllod his temper, and 
answered calmly:— ^ 

*< The prize is so invaluable, that hardh as tbe condition 
is, I consent to it. And äow, madam, What nei^t?" 

^ Tbe power Which you possess of molesting my &ther, 
and Tay kinsmen in consequence, for rents duc to the exist- 
ing Government, shall not be exercised ; and you engage to 
satisfy tbose who are more conversant in such mattors than 
I, that this matter is fully arranged.'* 

"Most freely, most cheerfully," replied Duart: "there 
nceds but such an intercessor, to secure for the Mac Diar- 
mids a great deal more than a discharge from past obliga- 
tions. Go on, dear lady, for to this article I subscribe, 
Heaven knows, with far better will than to the former.*' 

*• They teil me," continued Marcelly, bowing coldly, in 
token that he was understood, ** that your interest with the 
Crovemment is such as to obtain for this unhappy distrlct a 
perfect deliverance from the evils which afflict it. Yoa 
must satisfy my father that these reports are well founded, 
and pledge yourself to exert that interest as he or I shall 
direet*' 

" I will do so, madam, not oiily without reluctancCj" re- 
plied he, *' but with a readiness such as even you shall com- 
mend. Public report speaks the truth, I do possess so much 
power; and you may rcly upon my using it for any purpose 
which yon may specify. To what eise must I assent ere 
I venture to salute my betrothed bride? 1 listen impa« 
tiently.'^ 

^ There is little to be added,*' said Marcelly, rooumfully, 
** cnüy that my first prohibition must inclüde that yoa ap- 
jnroach not one inch nearer to me than you are at this mo- 
ment SSomething, indeed, I would say as to tbe speedji^ 
settlement of this country ; for I would Mn live to See Mac 
Diarmid once more restored to his people ; but tbe detaila 
of these matters I leave to be adjusted by others: for my- 
6elf, I put my trust in Heaven. And now, sir,'' continued 
she, her resolution scarcely supporting her, '* this interview 
may end. Fulfil your part of the treaty, and I will fulfil 
mine— 'that is, provided you and I both live to witness the 
termination of the period* Are you content]" 

" Perfectly, most beautiful of women," replied Duart, 
making a second efl^rt to approach her, which, however, 
ehe maide haste to arrest 

^ Stand back, sir 1*^ cried she, shrinking from him, and 
bolding out her handsas if to repel his advancQ. " A.^<<^tQA5:.bL 
hut a Single step, and I withdraw Üiq '9toxiäsi^'«\ak^ vV^^ 
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lOBt giveu, A year bence I may eease fo posseas that power '§ 
out as yet I am my own mistress, — and I Charge yoo, OQ 
yoar peril, to leave me.'* 

*' As tbou wilt, fair maiden,*' replied Duart, with an af« 
fected indifference, which sufficed not to hide the cbagrin 
imder which he laboured; *' as yet thy word is law ; but the 
Urne may come, ay, and shortly too, when the memory of 
thia fboliah scene shall cause thee more of regret than of 
triuroph. Mean while, ftrewell, my bonny bride, and when 
I come again to claim thee, see that the cloud cdts less 
beavily on that brow.'* ' i 

He quitted the room as he spoke, and rushed rather tban 
strode through the hall. His horses having been early or« 
dered, were already at the door, and bis people in attend-' 
ance ; he did not» therefore, pause to bid Kia boet farewell, 
but was in the act of mounting, when Fergus, who in Bome 
degree anticipated such a termination to the intisrvieWf 
hurried afler bim. 

^How stand our matters 1*' ^^nianded be, in a toneof 
fi>rced gaicty, without noticing-therudenesB of his guest 

** Well — well as the heart of man coutü desire,'* replied 
Duart in a similar tone; "ehe iff tbe p)&i|t .yielding, the 
most doting of lovers. Go to, Ardmöre! you have tutored 
her nobly, and she knows her lesson to admiiation« ^is a 
«trange wooing, I admit, but then we are stränge being» 
altogether. & God be wi* ye ! my fkther that is to ^r 
Within these two days the releases shall arrive ; and fi>r 
the other articles, why we must complete them as we 
can." 

So saying, be waved his band to Fergus, Struck his spurt 
into his horse's flanks, and, followed by his attendants» was 
äßOQXi beyond the avcnue, and far on the road to Duart 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



Twif flcene of our drama is chan^d, and the reader is in- 
tndaoed« towards the close of an unusually dull day, into 
the interior of the shieling at the extremity of the Moes 
BMg bebind Glenarroch, There, upon a 8ort of rüde scafibld, 
erected fbr the purpose in a corner of the hovel, covered 
o?er by a coaree ibeet, and surmounted, as usual, with a 
plate of salt» lay the dead body of old Elspeth ; which two 
enmes, aller baving stretched and otherwise prepared it for 
its last tenement, were guarding against the influcnce of 
evil q>irit& The better to assist them in the accomplish- 
ment of tbis task, they had placed at the head and feet of 
the oorpse Ibur small reain tapers, which, thongh sufficient 
to Boaie away the foul fiend who exercises himself only in 
ntter darkness, failcd in sending through the cloud of peat 
■moke which filled the Chamber niore than a glimmering of 
ligfat Mean while the beldams themselves were not un- 
mindful that sorrow is dry, and that to support the labour of 
ä death-watch, the animal wants niust be supplied. Thev 
sat apart from tbeir charge on a couple of low stools, which 
they had drawn as close as possible to the fire. A one-footedP^ 
table Btood near them, on which were arrangcd a stoup of 
Whiskey, with a broken glass, a plate indifierently heaped 
up with oaten cakes and ewe-milk cheese, and a wooden 
trencher filled with lumps of smoking and savoury red-deer 
veniflon. From this they had cut or torn, each of them, a 
portion, which they devoured as dogs do their prey ; and oc- 
caflionally the liquor was passed from band to hfuid, as 
caprice, or a craving for exciteraent, dictated. To complete 
the picture, it is necessaiy to add, that a oouple of tobacco- 
pipes, Short, black, and dingy, lay ready charged among the 
aanes, while a mull, or snuff-box, accessible to both parties, 
occupied, as it were, a central position between them. 

Tbe pjonef ate lang and beartily, and in ^tofo>3Li\^ «X^^qg^ 
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vrhich was broken only by the smacking of their witbered 
ups, as thev mumbied with toothless jaw bones which they 
Vfere unable to pick, or gave rene wed vigour to their fainting 
appetites by a draught of alcohol. Even the watchers of 
the dead cannot, however, protract their enjoyments beyoad 
the limits which nature has assigned. The venison became 
gradually Icss and less savoury, the cheese was tasted} bot 
cast aside with scorn, and, finally, the pipes were assumed 
and the stools drawn apart so as that each might occupy ber 
own Station, with tbe body of the smouldering turf between 
them. A few long puffs foUowed, in order that the tobacoo 
mijrht become fuily ignited, and the conversation so loo^ 
dererred began. 

"It's bat a poor doe, afler all, Janet," said the one ^ **0B 
sie an occasion as this Ranald might hae provided a bück« 
at ony rate»" 

*' And it*s as tough as bow-strings or bend leather," le- 
plied her companion ; "my vevy jaws are sore wi^ chewing 
at it But what could we expect frae Ranald of the bloody 
band : he?s the worst of the flock, an' it*s nae scandal to say 
there was na ae spark o! kindness for, man or beast iaony o2 
them." 

" She was a proud limme]^ her that lies therey— proud d 
the Station she ance filled, and owre muckle gi'en to buik 
lair. And ^e a* ken what cam o't Her goodman died a1 
Sherifie Muir ; Donald's head was lang on the west port o! 
E'nbrough ; Hemish was hangit by Glenarroch himself ; and 
now Ranald, — there's nae ill gaiety gawn that he hasna a 
band in it" 

" Aweel, you say true, cummer," replied Janet, " though 
for a' that I'm thinking the Lady Glenarroch didna just 
behave weel to her. The gentles should na forget that they 
•we their fkst nourishment to the like o' us. Ifs nae credit 
to the lady that £)speth should hae sufiered for her 8on*a 
demerits, evea if he did deserve hanging." 

" Suffered^ lass !" rejoined her companion ; " what ca' ye 
Bufiering l Hadna fhe hou6& and bald to live in, and goud 
when ony was to. be got, forby cJaes that would hae buskit 
a queen, and mony other good things beside? And where 
cara a' thae frae, think ye, if Lady Glenarroch didna gie 
them 1" 

" But they say, Janet, that shQ was owre gret with the 
fiend himsel'. Tm sure ther« was ne'er a storm raised nor a 
boat sunk that folk dklna gie her the credit o*t ; and as to 
the whippingaway o' Miss Marcelly yoa tirae, if a' be true, 
ehe k^nt m^ir al^ut it Ihaa abe might ha,e liket ^o teil." 
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iel, cummer, and what aboat that? rmthinkingfthe 
id be far better disposed of as the auld jaud Mmnted 
's likcly to be at the pleasure of herj4ktbl»r. It*8 a 
lin^ to think tbat our ain bonny doo^ifiould be cien 
i tender mercies of a Corby. Ocbon fbr the dajrs 
} were young, Ailsie ; the claymore had some au*> 
hen, but noo it's law, and nought but law, that 

if it be, Janet, we*re likely to hear some newB o't 
for that last jouk of Ranald*8 will mak an awfbl 
•ougli the country. What could possess the creatur 
a deed in broad day, and then march äff carrying 
spulzie to Ardmore? Duart will be doon upon us 
ioubt, and then, the Lord hae mercy on us a*the- 

[ kenna mair nor you, what to mak o* it If he had 

chield*s life I wouldna hae wondered, for dead 
ken, teil no tales. But to plunder a niessenger frae 
nore, and him, too, on bis road to Duart ; and then 
i body get awa to teil how a Mac Diarmid sarved 
was doonright madness. Ranald's a greater fboü 
ok him for." 

what was't he got by itl Nae great feck o* silier, 
me, but a* wheen letters, worth little to ony body, 
)ing at a' to him. The*l hang him, as sure as bis 
[emish was hanged, if they get a haud o* him, and 

e'en hae the satisfaction to think that he did ony 
ieserve it." 
vhat cam o* the letters, hinney ?" asked Janet 

didna lang bide wi' him that took them, ofthat ye 
ire ; but what use she is to mak of them, I canna 
say." 

, cummer? what na she t — for I ken naething as 
the robbing of the post." 

hould it be but her that harbours him, the Leddjr 
;h, to be sure? Didna Effie see him gie the mail 
ler band just anent the fore-door yonder no half an 
re the witch carline gae her last groan? And a 
ster they were baith in, for Effie watched them 

thoughthey said but little, and soon parted." 
what cam of him then ?** 

ist gaed to the bedside and telt his^ roother that he 
biddin ; and though the carline*s een were glazed 

looked at him as if she understood what he said» 
ps moved, but she could na utter a word. It waa 

12* 
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a f^arfu* look ehe coost, and then she gae a Bang breatl 
a' was owre." 

** And where's Ranald now, cummer?" 

t^ Oo, tbafs mair nor I can teil ; nae doubt iiv some < 
ain hiding-boles. But wbare'er he be, it canna be d 
that he took good care of bis motber's streeching. H 
Effie tbat sbe migbt lay out tbe corpse if sha liket, a 
would provide meat and drink for the watchers ; bul 
was fleyed, and so sbe asked me to do it, and I aske« 
and there*8 an end of all tbat I ken about the nnatter." 

We will leave tbese ancient sibyls to puisue tbeir • 
tory cbat, wbile we put the reader in possession of th( 
ofthat case to which they alluded thus mysteriously. 

It will be borne in mind that the last words utter 
Mrs. Mac Diarmid as Fergus and her niece quitted G 
roch on tbe morning of that day whicb brougbt Du 
Ardroore, implied that the Speaker was^ or believed 1: 
to be, acquainted with certain plans arraa^ed by her br 
in-law, and that sbe had resolved, at all nazards, to t 
them. The truth was, that for some months previo 
Tumour had spread abroad, — in what source original 
one appeared to know, — that Ardmore meditated givi 
daughter in marriage to Mac Alpine of Duart Thi 
postds to this efiect had been made by Duart the : 
needs not that we should now inform him. From 
passed between the two gentlemen dnring the brief s 
of Duart at Ardmore ; this much will have been a 
eurmised : and the experience of every day demoni 
that when men have once unbosomed themselves e 
confidentially on any subject of importance, the cb 
through which the public become aware of theirdesig 
as numerous as they are recondite. Whether Duart 
have spoken of tbe event as probable, or Ardmore allu 
it as of possible attainment, would equally serve the p 
of the bundred-tongued goddess. It was soon a mat 
discuBsion in every hovel and shieling throughout t 
trict, and the arrangement was either applauded o 
demned according as considerations of public pol 
private friendship for the young lady carried greater ' 
with the individuals engaged in it 

Harbouring one paramount idea, and we had almof 
one idea only — a sense of the insult offered to her so 
a bornlDg desire to avenge it — Mrs. Mac Diarmid no 
became aware of the report in question than she gB\ 
unqualified belief, ^he looked at the matter as one 
dentla] coQsideraÜQu a\oiie, ^d loi'aAlY ^^^ ^^^ of vi 
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ngord to the tastes or feelings of the yoDDg lady. It was 
t pari of her creed, — a creed of no uncomroon acceptanco 
in the Highlands seventy years ago, that youog women 
have no right, in such cases, to form any judgment of their 
own ; but that they aro bound to give their hands to an^ 
persona, youog or old, accomplisbed or rüde, with wbom it 
JOay Buit the views or interests of their parenta to unite 
tfaem. It was owing to this persuaaion, indeed, that ehe 
i^sented so bitterly tne rejectionof AUan'ssuit, not by Mar- 
celly, though that proved distaatefbl enough, but by Fer- 
gus; fbr the refusal to unite tho ikmilies implied an as- , 
Bumption of superiority on hia part, which the relation they 
niütoally bore ooe towarda tbe other did not Warrant So 
long, however, as Marcelly continued aingle, and there 
uppeared no dispoaition to give her away, tie indignation 
of this inßituated woman could be restrained within bounds. 
Bat like other persona, whose wrongs are purely imaginary, 
riie lay on the watch, as it were, for grounds of farther of- 
&Dce ; and the first rumour of a new alliance ealled more 
'violently than ever into play the jealouay and rancour which 
had for awhile slumbered iuactive. 

Mrs. Mac Diarmid lookcd at the projeet as one fbunded 
in that cautious rc^rd for seif, which she, mistaking, in 
Qany respects, the character of her kinsman, believed to be 
the actuating principle of bis life. Duart was rieh ; bis 
&mily was respectable, and of long standing in the coun- 
try. He was in the confidence of the hercditary enemy of 
the clan Diarmid, and a trusted agent of the cxisting Go- 
vernment He possessed, moreover, unlimited authority 
oyer the district which Fergus had so long and so ably con- 
trolled. What could be so natural as that a wily politician 
like Ardmore shmild desire to enter into eloee allianee with 
a man capable of restoring to him more than be had loat by 
the issue of the late rebellion. The thing was as clear aa 
tbe sun at noon-day. It never entered into tbe lady's 
thoughts to inquire, how far her kinsman would or would 
not place any value on bis daughter's happiness. As we 
liave Said aiready, her opinions on this head would have 
done no disoredit to the Patriarchal ages ; and she came at 
once to the conclusion, that the alliance was of Fergus*8 
seeking; and that Marcelly, partly in obedience to her 
&ther's wishes, partly through the lust of power, and 
waalth, and Station, had entered into the projeet with per- 
fectreadinesa. 

Having arrived at this conclusion, nothing could be more 
consonant with the character of the individaal^ and ^t< d 



132 ALJLAV BRECK* 

hapsof theage io which ehe lived, than that ehe ahoold 
direct all the powere of her ingenuity to thwart a project» 
oa which the man whom ehe hated with unmitigated ran- 
cour, was believed to have eet his heart A thouaaod 
flchemes were considered and rejected, not becaiiae they 
were either iniquitous or beset with danger, but becauae 
they held out scarcely a hope of ultimate succeaa. New 
she tliought of making a second attempt on the person of 
Marcelly; but against that, the unceasing vigilance of Fer* 
gua ofiered sufficient protection. Now the idea of directing 
against Duart himself the blow, which a lingering of better 
feeling withheld her from aiming elsewhere, occurredto 
her. But thia, like a variety of other plana, appeared, when 
Bubmitted to cloaer examination, too wild for accon^plish- 
ment: and she becamc, in tlie end, reduced to the condition 
of one who earnestly desires that which he knowa not by 
what possible means to attain. Such was the atate of her 
wishes and proapects when an account of Duart'a viait to 
Ardmore was communicated to her, accompanied by an 
aasurance that the afifair so long under discussion was at 
lenffth finally arrangcd. It was even asserted, that the 
wedding-day was ßxed, and that so soon as the «ustomary 
arranffements should be completed, the union of Marcelly 
with Sfac Alpine would take place. This was rendered the 
more credible, because within the short space of three days» 
certain of the tax-men had received official notice, that the 
proceediogs with which they had been threatened were 
suspended; while there passed between Duart and Inverary 
frequent couriers, as if some business of pressing impoit 
were in progress. Mrs. Mac Diarniid had struggied againat 
the misery of hesitation and suspense long enough ; ahe 
found it impossible to do so any longer, and she proceeded» 
aa in such cases her wont was, to soUcit the adyice and se» 
eure the co-operation of old Elspeth. 

Never, from the hour when their long-broken intercounie 
was resumed, had Elspeth exhibited towards her foater 
daughter the waywarduess and distrust which, under the 
disguise of a wandering intellect, she had displayed at the 
first iiiterview. As if the feelings of the nurse were called 
back again into füll play, and those of the injured mother 
entirely laid aside, she not only received her on cach freab 
Visit with the respectful kindnees of a devoted menial, but 
stood ready to risk all, not even cxcepting the life of Ra- 
nald, the last survivor of her sons, in her service. But 
Elspeth proved more than a ready assistant in the execution 
ofaach devicea as Mrs. Mac Diarmid might propose. Inti« 
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nuBtely acquainted with the huraoura of the people, by whom 
ehe was held in a sort of superstitious reverence, possessed 
of much natural shrewdness and a reckless courage» Elspeth 
was well qualified to advise as well ag to exeoute, and re- 
peatedly bindered her fester daughter from rushing headlong 
lipon enterprises which might have ended only in her own 
exposure and shame. She had consented, it is true, to that 
desperate attempt which an accident alone had defeated ; 
and the arrangement of thedetails which proceeded entirely 
fiom her, gave proof of equal hardihood and skill. Never- 
thelesB, the tum which affiiirs subsequently took, had con- 
vlnced her of the folly as well as impolicy of any fresh ef^ 
fi>rts to brin^ about that which Heaven itself appeared to 
bave prohibited. Her businees, latterly, had therefore been 
to sooth and keep in eubjection the angry feelings of her 
aasociate ; and in spite of the difficulties which attended th9 
management of a matter so delicate, she had not been wholly 
unsoccessflil. 

It will readily be believed that of the reports which 
reached her, touching Fergus's designs with respect to 
Duart, Mrs. Mac Diarmid gave a füll account to her nurse. 
Still riie fbund the old woman averse to sanction any pro- 
ceedings which might involve those concerned in trouble. 
Her constant argument amounted to this, that as yet there 
was no certainty to rest upon, — ^that people loved to talk 
6?en where they themselves knew that they talked at ran- 
dorn, — and that it would be time enough to devise some 
remedial measure so soon as the necessity of acting should 
beoome apparent Mrs. Mac Diarmid bore with. this, tili 
Dpart's unlooked-rfor visit, and the circumstances which 
arose out of, or immediately foUowed it, furnished her with 
fresh ground of alarm. She then renewed her entreatiesto 
Elspeüi for counsel, and, to her unspeakable satisfaction> 
. finind that there no longer existed that backwardness to 
meet her wishes, of which she had hitherto, though without 
reason, complained. 

It was on the third day after the occurrence of the events 
described in the former chapter, that Mrs. Mac Diarmid 
Boaght, by appointment, the cottage at the extremity of the 
Moflfi Hag. Elspeth was prepared Cor the visit, for she had 
received one the evening before, and had requested that she 
might be allowed to consider by herseif of the steps which 
it would be most expedient to take. She was now prompt 
with a device from which it was impossible to doubt that ^jß 
a ^pture ]|>et\^een Ardmore and Duart l;n^st pccur. U ijW 
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amoanted to thie, that one of the couriera, of whose paMif[e 
to and fro Mre. Mac Piarmid had spokeo, should be waylud 
and robbed aer near as poeaible to the grounds of ArdmoiBf 
and that her eon Raqald, whom ehe freely oifered for the 
«ervice, should be seen to escape with his plunder, aiü 
were, towards the house. Such an insult Duart could not 
pofisibly overlook. Atonement might be made in due tinei 
— po68ib]y afler a few more injuries had been heaped on the 
whole clan ; but, in the mean while, the projecteä alliaDce 
inust be put a stop to, and Fergus's ambitioi^s projects de- 
feated. Mrs. Mac Diarmid would have started objectkni 
to a plan which she could not but consider as at once of 
dubious accomplishment, and more than dubious issue ; bot 
Elspeth would listen to no remonstrance. She would not 
have the weight of blood upon her bead now, for tbe 
hand of God was ready to strike. She knew that her 
hours were numbered ; and tboogh the thought of having 
aided her dear lady in her need would smooth the pillow 
of death, she owed it to her own soul that her last mo* 
inents should be lefb undisturbed by the recollection of 
murder committed at her Suggestion. Mrs. Mac Diarmid 
aaw that it would be vain to arguc the point ; 00 leavin^ 
the whole matter to be arrang^ between Ranald and hif 
mother, she returned less than satisfied to her home. 

0f the events which followed, a few words will saffice to 
gWe a eufliciently elaborate detail. It was known throngh« 
out the country, at an early hour on the following moming, 
that towards dusk on the day before a messenger travelling 
express from Inverary to Duart had been waylaid; that 
offering no resistance his life had been spared, tbough his 
money and despatches were taken from him ; that the deed 
was perpetrated in a wild and desolate spot not far from the 
fbot of the rock on which Ardmore stood ; and that the rob- 
ber« narrowly watched by his victim, was seen, afler makingf 
various detours, to turn sharp into a young plantation which 
fikirted the rock in question. As was naturally to be ex- 
pected, men could talk of nothing eise than an exploit as 
rash as it was badly managed, and pregnant with fatal con- 
aequences. Few ventured to hazard a direct opinion re- 
apecting the real author of the deed, though it was easy to 
pcrccive from thcir manner that thcy entertiined a sospi- 
cion on that head ; but all, without disguise, lamented tke 
calamities of which they foresaw that the transaction would 
prove the prelude. Mrs. Mac Diarmid alone received the 
^telligence without dismay. Surprise it was necessary to 
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tifeet, aod ehe did «fiect it,— but she leized the eorliest op- 
portunity of escapiiig to Elspeth^s cottage, where ehe knew 
that penect information on the subject awaited her. 

There were great and awful changes at the Mobs Hag 
ihieliiig since Mra. Mac Diarroid had passed ita threshold 
beftre. Elapeth's prophecy coocerning her own approach- 
ing end seemed on the eve of its accomi^iahment ^ for thou^h 
die Bat in her chair aa usual, her lipe were white and livid, 
iod her breath came thick and laboured, like that of a pep- 
aoQ in her laf^agouy. Mrs. Mac Diarmid was dreadfuUv 
ifaocked. Forgetting her own cares and the business which 
broQght her thcre, she ga?e herseif up entirely to the die* 
tates of nature, and remofing the old woman to the bed^ 
harried off to procure an attendanty with whom ehe irame- 
diately retarned. Yet all the attention which kindnew 
oould auggest was bestowed upon Elspeth to no purpose. 
She spoke not, except a few inarticulate words, in which 
the names of her fester daughter, her son, and Parson Neil 
were strangely miogledi and appeared totally unconscious 
of the attempts which were made to call back her wander« 
ing aenses or relieve her sufferings. In this manner she 
liflgered aeveral hours, during which Ranald came not. 
But he came at last, and the circumstance of which the 
crcmes spoke as marking the interview between him and 
Mrs. Mac Diarmid occurred, under the watchfulness and 
corious eye of Effie. Finally, Ranald saw bis mother— de- 
livered bis stränge message, which appeared to rouse her 
even in her last moments, and continued to gaze upon her 
coontenance without sliedding a tear, tili it ^came fixed in 
death. A deep groan then burst from him, and he clasped 
hiB bands wildly together. 

•* Thou art gone, my mother l" cried he, " and the last 
link that bound me to the accarsed race is broken. Hence- 
ibrth revenge be mine ! I bave obeyed thee whilst thou lived» 
ay, even when to do so wrung my very beart-strings; and 
I htve received as my reward the treatmcnt of a dog. Yes, 
even now, by doing this Service at thy request I must flee 
ibr life to the hilla But my hour will come by and by, and 
wben it does, how sweet will be the draught to these 
parched lipe ! Woman," continued he, tuming fiercely to- 
wards iffie, " jee that thou do what is right to my mother'e 
corpse. I cannot stav to aid thee, but goto the Black Rock 
two hours hence, and there, behind the juniper tree, close 
by the spring, thou wilt find ibod and drink to snpport thee 
in tiiy task. But mark me, woman ! thoi^h tl^n see me 
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not, I will observe thee, and wo beitde thee if thoi 
aught that is due to the most honoured clay afler dea 
Ranald did not wait for a reply, but rushed, with 
ind disorddred stepi from the cottage. Of what fo: 
an account has been already given. Effie Macoirs o 
failing, the two most obdurate and callous hags in t 
trict undertook to wake the corpse, and kept Sieir p 
after the fashion described in the beginning of this cl 



CHAPTER XVIL 



In describing these occurrences we bave been led 
V^hat to anticipate the order of time, which woul 
kept US for awhile at Ardmore, where the condition 
iamily, afler Duart*8 departure, was the reverse of et 
Hl at ease as to the propriety of the course which 
adopted, and shrinking, like a guilty thing, from its 
sion, Fergus kept aloof throughout the remainder 
and the whole of the day following, even from bis dai 
Marcelly, too, appeared nowise disposed to seek the 
of her father. She confined herseif entirely to In 
apartments, and held intercourse with no one exoept 
tian, from whom ehe strove, though with very im 
Buccess, to conceal the extreme depression under wh 
laboured. 

Thus passed two whole days, little to the satisfa^ 
any one; nor did the occurrences of the third Vary, i 
amreeably, from those which distinguished itfif prede« 
fergus met his daughter, it is true, at the breakfae 
and was shocked ^t observing the alteration which fb 
twenty hours of wasting sorrow had created in her ( 
ance. The bloom had entirely faded frora her cbec 
was pale, languid, listless, — spoke little, ate nothic 
«arcely raised her eves from the level of the tab] 
could idl his efforts draw from her more. Ihan a fein 
er a brief answer to such questions as he propounded 
no allusion whatever was roade to hef interview wi 
an, either by Fergua or hcraelf: The former, indeed, 
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lotnter lipon a subjcct, from the bare eonsideration of wbich 
Hio ktter shrank too sensitively to bring it forvvard. In a 
Word, the early part of tlie morning passcd ovcr as it had 
never done before, — heavily, uneasiiy, and irksomely to 
both parties. 

. They had separated, as their custom was, Marcelly to 
soperintend such matters as feil to her share, and Fergus 
to follow the ordinary routine of a country life, when a mes- 
senger from Duart was announced, and immediately adinit*^ 
ted. He was the bearer of an equivocal discharge, which, 
whilc it released the defauUers from the apprehension of 
immediate ejection at tiie suit of Government, lefl them as 
much as evor at the mercy of the Government agont It is 
true that there accompanied it a private letter, füll of pro- 
testations and assurances, by which Fergus was assured 
that the present procceding was to be regarded only as a 
temporary expedient, and that the arrangemenls for a more 
pernoanent settlemcnt were in progress. But of the parti- 
Cdlar Channel through which the alfair was to be managed, 
«8 well as of the time when its accomplishment might be 
&irly calculated upon, not a hint was dropped. The letter 
displayed, in short, a great deal of good will, as weil as a 
ftir Proportion of statesman-like equivocation on the part of 
the writer ; but it leil the questions, to the adjustment of 
which Fergus looked with the niost intenselinxiety, exactly 
where they had been ere Duart became his guest 

Fergus read both the ktter and the deed with which it 
was accompanied, at least a dozen times over, and at the 
end of each pcrusal his heart more and more misgave him. 
Hc recalled to his rccollection the streng language used by 
Parson Neil, while remonstratinof a^ainst the meditated * 

betrothal, as well as the doubts and scruplcs which infestcd 
his own mind, ever since the subject began seriously to 
occapy it. What if these shoul-l prove well-founded, after 
all 1 What if Duart were playirifr the purely selfish game ; 
and, in order to obtain the accomplishment of his own wishes, 
had given pledgcs which hc possessed not the power to re- 
deem ? Yet, why should he do this 1 In a pecuniary point 
of vicw, Marcelly was no great match for the wealthy laird 
of Duart; and as toany thing eise, Mac Alpine had arrived 
at a time of lifo when the influence of personal beauty is 
rarely such as to overbcar the dictates of prtjdenca It vfun 
absurd in the highost degree, to permit a confidencc once 
best-owed, tobe shaken by every petty occurrence whicU ■■. ^j 
mig^bt falj out slightly at variance wilh aivüeX^XivoD» ^'wfcRr i 
ilf ü/ireasouaöie.— "Besides," conlinuod ¥eT^\xs, ^^"Ji^m^ 
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tloud, BB if the very sound of his own voice would tencl 1 
stifle the saspicions by which he contioued to be tormente 
** ifl not the game still in our own hands 1 True, we have nc 
80 fiir, greatly bettered our condition ; but at least we are D< 
worse than we were — and a year and a day may bring mal 
things about, of which at present we can form no guess. I 
all events, Marcelly has plighted her troth, strictly und 
conditions, and if tbese fail of receiving their accomplis 
ment, she ia free to act as ehe chooses." 

Having said thi?, so soon as he had dismissed the messe 
ger, with a suitable reply to his future son-in-law, Ferg 
made ready to convey to the parties concerned, informatii 
of the reprieve ; but ere he could carry the design into ex 
cution, it was announced to him that Parson Neil desired 
hold with him a few minutes' con versa tion. Now, tho« 
lull of doubts and misgivings, for the removal of which 
was anxious, even should that be done by a demonstrati 
that his worst fears were well-founded, it so happened th 
of all men living, Parson Neil was the very last with wh« 
at that moment he could have wished to communicate. 1 
dreadedi he knew not why, more than a repetition of the i 
gumeiits to which he had formerly listened ; and his o' 
better judgment whispered, that there needed scarcely a 
additional weight to render them irresistible. He would n 
however, refuse to see a man with whom he had, for so ma 
years, and under so many chauges of fortune, lived on ter 
of confidence ; so he desired that the Parson might be sho' 
in, and screwed his own courage to the sticking-place, 
Order to meet him on something like equal terms. 

" Wliat news, Neil 1" demanded Fergus, with an aii 
leigned indificrence: **has aught occurred to bring ti 
hither so urgently 1" 

"Not much/' replied the Parson; "only having seen, 
I was passing from Marcelly's boudoir, one of Duart^s peo 
quit the house, I feit desirous, on various accounts, to asc 
tain of what tidings he was the bearer." 

" Is that all ?" Said Pergus : " one would have imagin 
from the tone in which this interview was demanded, t 
there was matter of greater moment at issue than tl 
The tidings are such as we had a right to expect, and 
more.*' 

"Oh, indeed-i^J replied the Parson: "has he arranj 
mattere so soon ? Why then I must own; that I did J 
injustice, and owe both him and you an apology." 

" I don*t know what you caW WTWk^vcv^ \»».\\ÄX%^" obscr 
Fergus. " We wew uw« \^V) wxY^KWÄ^JcÄ^SisÄwxS^^ 
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woold be removed in a day — or other, and leas ioiportant 
poiota^ settled by a mere act of volition. But so far we may 
make ourselvea easy: there is no danger of any ejectment 
beiitf effected— at least for the present 

**For the prcsent ! Why only for the present, Ardmoret 
If there be danger at all, I confess that I cannot say with 
you, that matters are in any degree settled." 

"I did not say that there was danger either now or pro- 
•pectively," replied Pergus. " On the contrary, I teil you 
toat our 4iends are free ; at all events, that Government no 
loQger holds a rod over their heads.*' 

"And is a rod held over them by any other party V de- 
flUDded the Parson. 

" lipon my honour ! Mr. Macpherson,*' replied Fergas, 
htlf in anger, "youpushyour inquiries somewhat toofar. 
If I am satisfied that all is as it ought to be, who shall pre- 
tend to throw a doubt upon the subject.** 

*No one, Ardmore," answerea the Parson, "provided 

Sbe satisfied. But, are you satisfied ? You are not, and 
-OSt teil you frankly, that ] belle ve you have no cause to 
be," . 

"That is to say, you wish to have other proofs than my 
bire affirmation. You shall have them then. There, read 
that letter, and the deed of release which accompanies it ; 
tnd teil me whether Duart has not acted like a man of ho« 
QOur, and to the füll extent of his ability." 

Parson Neil perused the documents slowly and delibe- 
Fately, as if he were anxious to weigh the füll import of 
every word and sontenoe, ere he presumed to pass judgment 
opoD them. He then raised his eyes from the papers, and 
without giving them back into the band whioh was already 
held out to receive them, said, with perfect coolness, 

"I see nothing here to affect, in the slightest degree, the 
opinion which I formerly took the freedom to express ; ex- 
eept, indeed, that it gives to that opinion a thousand times 
more of authority than T could then claim for it This ia 
DO release, Ardmore. It is a mere announcement that, for 
the present, proceedings are suspended ; though whether by 
tbe temporary settlement of the claim, or its total abandon- 
ment, we are Icfl to form our own conjectures. And as to 
the rest, it truly amounts to what I all along supposed: a 
Btring of promises to be accomplished, or not, aocording to 
the tum up of the dice. You do not pretend to mj that this 
flttisfies you ?" 

" It may, or it may not, Mr. Macp!hcT80i\ " xe^Vv^^Yci^Mk 
''tpt, In ßither case, 1 can discover noÜi\iig viVivöcL ^WL^V>ft 
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«hake my confidence in Duart And were tbc eontrary the 
eifect of this letter, how are we to proceed 1 It is very easf 
to raise doubts both in your own mind and mine, but it is a 
very diflferent matter to appease them. Yet that, ailer all, 
is the real question ; for, to be frank with you, I see so mnch 
of misery on Marcelly's brow» and feel so rouch of remorse 
in my own boeom, that let the consequences be what they 
might, I should not scruple to dissolve this connexion at once» 
were I fairly satisficd, that by so doing, I committed n« 
breach of duty to my chief and my name. But it is worse 
than folly to break off, on a bare suspicion, what was delibe- 
rately, and with eyes open, contracted." 

" You say truly," replied the Parson, " and it was pre- 
cisely with the view of settling that question, or rather of 
suggestinga ready means so to do, that I forced myself even 
now into j^our presence. Now listen while I propound my 
scheme. Tbe old leaven of malice and revenge is at work, 
and the old instruments of gratifying these unholy passions 
are engaged. It is in our power to turn them from instni- 
ments of evil into instruments of good. Elspeth continues 
ffrateful for the treatment which her son received at our 
Bands, and is ready to obey my wishes now, as she has 
hitherto donc. She has been consulted as to the most ef- 
fectiial means of putting a stop to this negotiation, which is 
understood to go forward not more by your wish than by 
that of Marcelly ; and she has solicited a few hours for de- 
liberation, in order that I may direct her in the counsel 
which it may be expedient to give. There is no difficulty 
here. We want information— the other party desires to 
provoke a quarrel between Duart and yourself. Nothing is 
more easy than to suggest a transaction which shall cer- 
tainly secure our object ; and may, though not necessarily, 
bring about the result which is sought for elsewbere. 

" You are doubtless aware, that ever since Duart*s visit, 
the intercourse between him and bis friends at Inverary, has 
been remarkably frequent. Couriers pas& daily, sometimes 
twice a day, from the one point to the other ; and it needs 
but an ordinary stock of common sensc to surmise the nature 
of the businesa under discussion. Duart is trying the real 
value of that interest of which he boasts ; and without a 
doubt, the fates of Mac Diarmid and of yourself are under 
consideration. What then 1 Might not one of these mes- 
sengers be robbed by the agents of another, and you and I 
examine the Contents of his mail-bag. If these be con* • 
ßrm&tive of Duart's boasUng, t\oÜ\\v\^ will be so easy as to 
äppeaae bis wrath ; and if, as 1 f\ÄV^ wvWc^'^^XÄ^Xi^ \ä «»sob- 
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victed of wilfal decoit, then may we hold bis anser cheap» 
and thank Heaven that we have incurrcd it na cannot» 
even in this case, deal more harshly with us, than he woiüd 
have done but for this unhappy marriage contract.'l 

**But how avoid involvinn^ ourselves in the consequences 
of tlie robberyV dcmanded Pergus, eagerly, "I own ta 
yoa, that, situated as we arc, feclings of delicacy have lost 
their power with me; for, if Duart be deceivingr us, we are 
justified in fighting him with his own weapons: if not, the 
hardship of our case may well excuse a worse crime. But 
I would not choose to have my name mixod up with such a 
transaction; nor, I presume, would you." 

" Leave all that to me," replied the Parson ; " there are 
those at my comraand who would not scruple to do a darker 
deed, and perish aflerwards, without betraying their em* 
ployer. Besides, I know my men sufücientry to be able to 
unaertake, that beyond the singlc act of easing the Courier 
of his despatches, no outrage whatcver shail be ofiered ta 
his person or property. All that I dcsire, therefore, is your 
sanction to the measure, and a pledge that you will be de- 
tcrmined either in continuing, or putting an end to the 
whole afiair, according as we find a confirmation of our susn 
picions, or the reversc. Does this content you V* 

" It must, Neil, it must; for I cannot any longer conceal 
that I see things now in a very different light from that üi 
which they appeared only a week ago. Those papers 
which you hold in your band have staggered all my faith 
in Duart*s powers: yet the difficultics of hiy position are 
such, that I cannot, without more dccisive proof, eitber ga 
on or draw back from this unfortunate contract Let me 
know the truth, then, at all hazards; for if Marcelly must 
be brought to the shambles, we shali, at least, have the füll 
price for so dtre a sacriflce." 

Parson Neil did not delay to discuss the point farther, but 
returning to Fergus the documents which he had hitherta 
detained, hurricd off to put his machinery in motion. Thia 
was speedily effected. From old Elspeth he had received 
early intelligence of Mrs. Mac Diarniid's visit, and of the 
purpoee which she desired to efibct ; and as it was at hia 
Suggestion that the measure actually adopted was proposed,^ 
so was the entcrprise conducted throughout with 9 view ta 
serve bis purposes. It is true that Ranald fbrgot, in the 
, hurry of the moment, to bear in mind one of Xhft Parson^a 
mofit prcssing injunctions ; for he not only eased the couriel^ 
of his despatches, but took away his ^urae also« B«t Um. 
maia ead €f tbe eoterprise waa ^et^ «aXiwS^VSÄ^'^ ^^ifi»»^ 

■ 
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plished, without the slightest injury to the man*s perf 
Nor was the information conveyed in that important pac 
very different from what had bcen expected. There « 
but two official letters, both of them cold and forma 
which the purport was, that clemency extended to any 
bearing the Dame of Mac Diarmid would be altogether : 
applied, and that bis Grace expected that the orders wl 
he had repeatedly and positively issued would be carried 
foTce. '^ It is an object of importance with the King^s 
vernment," continued one of these despatches, " that 
rebels be cut off from all means of support ; and hencc 
Grace expects that you will neglect no opportunity ol 
movüig the inbiding tenantry from their lands« As to ] 
request that the farm of Doolatre be given up to your 
phew, Mac Alpine of Braerorin, bis Grace does not ot 
to it ; only let the entire race be extirpated with as 1 
delay as possible.'* 

Along with these public documents came a private c 
munication from one of the meaner attendants on the c 
at Inverary, with whom it was easy to perceive that Dw 
interests entirely lay. In it several allusions were n: 
to what the writer was pleased to term " the pctticoat a 
which bis correspondent had in band;" and which he 
comroended that the said correspondent would in no res] 
permit to interfere with bis more solid prospects. " If 
can accomplish both purposes," said tbis precious epi 
** do so by all means. The lassie may be very toothsc 
and I doubt not is sae; and if a little bamboozling and s 
delay will make you sure of her, you may confidently 
on my good offices for the space of a month : but be} 
thati can answer for nothing, unless it be, that a c 
sweep will alone satisfy MacuUamore. I have had s 
trouble to keep all quiet up to this present time, and 
longer tban.a month l enter into no engagement." 

The frienda read these letters in the Fumart*s Cav 
the light of a pine torch, the Parson having received 
packet from Ranald in the wood beyond, and hastened 
tber to await the Coming of Fergus. 

" And what say ye now I" asked Neil, as he refolded 
papers, and made a movement as if to patch up the bn 
seals. 

" Say !" replied Fergus, grinding bis teeth : " that the 
lany of Duart is equalledonly by my extravagant blindi 
which well deserves this, and a thousand times more. 
wby rephce the seal upon Iheee ^^^t^V^ 
^ Becauee tbe scoundreV e^«\\ Van« \}[v^m ^^^t ti^ 
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W6 dhall enjoy the satisfkction of secing how well or how » 
111 he contrives to play the liar and the cbeat Your zeal 
shall recover for him his lost treasare; you shall, with your 
own hands, deliver it up, and I mistake the matter greatly, 
if tbat bloated coontenance of bis fail to afibrd us some 
amusement, at all events/* 

" It shall be so, Neil," replied Fergus wilh a ghastly 
smile. ** How all this is to end I cannot gueae; but, in the 
mean while, from the bottom of my heart I thank you. 
Nay more. I do not hesitale to teil you now, what I might 
have told you long ago, that the contemplation of poor Mar- 
celly's fate, even when I believed all that fancy conjured 
up, was worse than a thousand deaths. I could havc Dorne 
it, doubtless ; I did bear it, and would have gone through 
with it as a stern duty : — but at this moment I feel like a 
wretch withdrawn from beneath the axe just as it was 
raised to strike. Neil, I shall never forget this act of kind- 
nesson your part. Much we already owe to you, but this 
renders us a thousand and a thousand fold your debtors." 

The friends cordially embraced and separaled, — Fergus 
tosleep soundly for the ßrst timc sincc this afßiir came on; 
Keil, to restore to Ranald, with proper instructions, the 
mail-bag, which hc had nierely borrowed. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 



It is Said of evil tidings that they travcl fast ; and the 
Observation, whether true or false in other instances, was 
fiilly verified with reference to Red Ranald's desperate ex- 
ploiL With in the space of twelve hours aftcr the robbery 
had been perpetraled, the fact was known to almost every 
inhabitant of the district; and the feeling which it excited 
among the various ranks and classes was every where the 
same. A wäre of the d isposition of the Government towards 
them, knowing from long experience that an opportunity of ^ 
ruining tlie clan would not only be taken advantage of, bot jm 
that it was eagerJy sought — men Ivsl^iveA \o vVv^ iw^of« vik " tB 
siJeatdißmay; and looked fotwardU) XJa^ixxXAÄ^ toov^^X«^ '^ 
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in the eame frame of mind with wliich they would haye 
watchcd a gathcring tbunder-storm. No ueeless complainta 
or execrations were heard. They beheld their Situation in 
too ju8t a light to give vent in words either to anger or bot- 
row; but, folding their arms, appeared to await, in despe^ 
rate resignation, whatever consequences raight follow. 

In the mean while Duart, made aware of the insult of* 
fered to bis messengcr, laboured under an excess of emotion 
for which a common observer might havc found it difficult 
to account. Had tbc case been one of ordinary violence, it 
was well known that he was not the man to have taken it 
very decply to lieart; iodeed, it mav be questioned whether 
he would have considered himself bound to Charge an en- 
tire sept with participating in tbe offcnce, even though the 
individual wronged was a public servant. But in the pre- 
sent act tlicre was something which affected him much 
inore deeply than any insult oSered either to hisown autho- 
rity, or to the authority ofthose whom he served. Rumour 
spoke of the deed as that of a desperate individual — a well- 
known outcast from the society of his clan; but to common 
rumour Duart gave little credence. A strong suspicion 
flasbed acroäs his mind, that somebow or other, persona 
above the sphere of Red Ranald were implicated ; and hia 
own conscience told him, that if the case were so, they 
might find among the plunder that which, in their own 
eyes at least, would palliate the crime. This suspicion 
gradually gathered strength, tili it partook at last of the na« 
ture of conviction, and wrought, as it might be expected ta 
do, many and striking changes on the temper of bis mind« 
His first impulse was that of ungovernable rage. He 
would avenge the insult in such a manner as that all Scot« 
land should ring with the tale. He would not leave a Mao 
Diarmid in the country, except as a bond-slave and a menial : 
he would drive every gentleman and tax-man from his 
home, and lay waste the country with fire and sword. But 
an hour or two of cool reflection taught him the folly of all 
this, and he determined to act with perfect composurey 
though with inexorable firmness. 

Ab the affair was involved in a good deal of mystery, and 
his Buspicions might, after all, prove groundless, Duart re- 
Bolved to commence Operations with a display of extreme 
generosity. He issued no proclamation, norsent in any 
report to tbe Lord Justiciary ; indeed he abetained from all 
measures calculated to excite an opiniou unfavourable to 
tbe clemency which it was his ob^ect to affecU He con* 
^mted bmdelfj tberefore, vr'vlVi ^oA^UXim^Xo hx^xstfst^^ 
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^ritten remonstrance against the outrage, and gave notice 
at the eame time that he should proceed, with as littlc delay 
as possible, to investigate the aflfuir on the spot where th^ 
crime was perpetrated. This done, he seemed to those 
about him to have dismissed the circumatance entirely from 
his mind, for even his preparations for the iovestigation 
were all made as if he were perlectly indifferent in what ; 

sucli inquiry rnight terminate. 

It was towards the close of the fourth day afler theahove 
despatches reached Ardrnore, that Duart, attended only by a 
writer from Fort William, and a single servant, was seen 
advancing up the avenue. Ile rode abreast of the notary^ 
and appeared from the careleas expression m his counte- 
öance, to be engaged in lipht and ordinary conversation ; in- 
deed his manner was mirlhful if notjocular — for he laughed 
ioud and oflcn, as men are apt to do when totall^y delivered 
ß*om care. In like manner his meeting wilh Ardmore ex- 
hibited no Symptoms either of embarrassment or anxiety. 
There was a cordial pressure of the band, a greeting short 
but kindly, and a prompt acquiescence in the customary in- 
vitation to share tho hospitaiity of the place. Indeed, it was ^ 
Hot tili afler ihey had been some time closeted together, 
that any reference was made to the business about to be 
brought betöre them. Nor even then was the subject intro- 
dnced except in a tone bordering upon levity. ** It was a 
icolish accident — a provoking affair — one of those mishaps 
\vhich could not be guardcd against — and no doubt a colour- 
ing might be given to it, which would enable them to end 
where they hegan, without troubling the higher authorities 
on the ßubject Of course the robber was in custody; for if 
he had been rightly informed, the fellow scarcely endea- 
'Voured to concoal himsclf But however this might be, he 
did not doubt that arrangements could be made such as would 
relieve hira from the distressing necessity of acting even as 
the instrument of barm to friends whom he esteemed so 
highly." 

There was but one mode in which this address could be 
xnet, and Ardmore, who came not behind his companion m 
Bubtlety, readily embraced it. " He expected nothing lees 
fVom the well-known generosity of Duart It wasquitetrue, 
as far as his inquiries enabled him to form a j\idgment, that 
the robbery was the act of one desperate individaal, and it 
certainly would have been an extremely hard caae had the 
innocent suffered for the guilty. Nevertheless, he knew too ^ 
well what had occurred elsewhere to nouTx^h «it\^ cAkx^kv^s^ft .-fl| 
tJkn that which was fbunded upon Viis wic^"öAU\axÄÄ -wÄ^^^^B 
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Duart^s character, and he rejoiced, though indeed he wu 
not Burprised, tbat bis anticipations should be^thus coor 
firmed." 

Duart bowed, repeatcd much that he had said alreadji 
and concluded by reiteratingf bis assurance that the ploik* 
derer was in custody. **Red Ranald, I tbink he is called,** 
continued he, ** a desperate outlaw and cateran, coonectedt 
flomehow or otber, with your old friend and kinsman Glett- 
anroch. You havo secured bim, of course, and are preparei 
to band bim over to my excellent friend, Peter Playfiittfl«i 
writer in Fort William, and sheriff Substitute for tbe coudQ 
of Argyle. We must make an example of bim, at any rat«» 
and put a fcw questions to him for form^s sake.*' 

" I am sorry to say," replied Ardmore, " that the bcouO" 
drei hos contrived to elude our vigilance. Tbere can he no 
doubt as to bis guilt, and we have done our best to takehlcOi 
but hitherto without success." 

"That is unfortunate," observed Duart, more gravely» 
<* very unfortunate. Even an ordinary deed of violencecouU 
ßcarcely be overlooked unless tbe perpetrator were prO" 
ilueed ; and how to bush up such an oflence as this — upon 
my word, it is truly unfortunate." 

" I deplore it as much as you can," replied Fergus, " bot 
possess no power to remedy tbe evil. If we be right io cur 
•conjectures respccting the robber — and bis absence ffflfn 
his mother^s funeral would seem to attest that we are — it is 
certain that tbe wholo compass of the Highlands contaias 
not a more daring ruffian, or one morc pcrfectiy at home ia 
tbe art of eluding pursuit You may rely upon it, bowever, 
jthat our exertions shal! not be intermitted tili the moet 
|)erfect success attend them." 

" That may be," rejoined Duart, " but in tbe mean while 
what am I to say to Macullamore ? His Courier is stopped, 
his despatches are taken away on tbe lands of Mac Diarmid 
— ay, and at the very gate of Ardmore — aod, after all, nei- 
ther I nor Ardmore can give any account of the transaction. 
We neitber produce tbe robber, nor restore tbe plundered 
packet" 

** It is not impossible that the latter object may be accom- 
plished," replied Fergus. " Some of my people have traced 
the plunderer to one of bis bannte, and I am in momentary 
«xpectation of their return. Tbat tbey will surprise the 
caitiff himself, I do not anticipate; but they may recover, if 
not all, at least a part of the property stolen." 

" Soho !" replied Duatl, viilh a ^eculiar cast of the eye, 
und an Intonation of \q\qq Qii^tea«ise q1 v^«>^w>v« ^^^ 
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hxA lies there, does it ! Well, sometbing will be gained at 
>U events, if we recover our lost treasure, and the readinesB 
with which it is found may poesibly lead to other and not 
lese important discoveries. Possibly your people may be 
i^turned by this time : had we not better ascertain V' 

**It iß very possible," replied Fergus, coolly : " indeed I 
Bee at tbis moment tbe leader of tbe party approaching. 

Shall I Order bim in, or ^" 

** We bad better see bim in private," interrupted Duart : 
^ Mr. Playfause will leave us to examine into tbe matter by 
ourselves; andassoon as tbe preliminaries bave been ar- 
'Uiged, we will again avail ourselves of bis assistance." 

Tbe obseqnious writer, acting upon tbe bint thus con- 
veved, quitted tbe apartment, and Duart and Ardmore were 
Im alone togetber. 

Por a few moments afler the door had closed, the gentle- 
men remained silent. There was a restraint, moreover, 
Upon their bearing, which indicated plainly enough that 
&icy was busy with both, and they threw, the one upon 
tbe other, occasional furtive glances, as if each had been 
Uixious to read the otber's thoughts, without permitting bis 
own to be exposed. At length, Duart spoke. 

**You bave placed me in an awkward predicament, Ard- 
DiWfe. The relation which I bear towards you, determinate, 
yet nncertain in its issue, renders me. powerless over my- • 
seif, like a good swimmer, with bis hands tied, in deep 
Water. For both our sakes, I wish either that tbis contract 
were nearer its completion, or that it bad nevcr been en- 
tered into at all." 

"I do not quite follow you," replied Ardmore, coolly. 
" The contract is of your own seeking, and the terms of it 
8Qch as mct your füll approbation; but werc it not so, I 
un at a loss to perccive how it can affect the matter be- 
Ibre usi" 

** Look you, ncighbour," rejoined Duart, in a stern tone, 
"you and I are now so circumstanced, that there need be 
little of concealment between us, We are here without 
witnesses, and may therefore speak what we think. I don't 
Iwlieve that Red Ranald committed thisrobbery; or, if he 
did, I do believe that he obeyed the Orders of bis betters." 
, ** You are perfectly at liberty, Duart, to believe or disbe- 
üeve what you please, so long as you take care not to give 
the lie to me, either directly or indirectly." 

" Pooh, pooh, man," replied Duart, " this is not the time 
for heroica Jf you so much dislike IViö vjotd\\e,v«V3\ ^'^ 
^ke care not to utter it ; but if you expecX xxv^ \ö ^x^^^vX.^^ 
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üurrent story anent this transaction, then you take me for a 
greater fool than I am. Ardmore, you had a haud in tbe 
transaction." 

"I, Duart!'* demanded Ardmore, warmly; " how dare 
you iay 8uch an accusatioa to my Charge 1 Nay, more,'* 
oontinucd he, in a eubdued tone, " what pogsible niotive could 
I have for such an act 1" 

*** I shall better judge of that," replied Duart, " when I 
have Seen the letters which your agonts have recovered. 
Admit them, 1 pray you, and we will resurae our Conference 
on morc equal grounds." 

Ardmore did as he was desired, by commandinor the roen 
to be introduced. They handcd to him a despatch-case, 
and stated wilhout reserve all that had befallen them while 
prosecuting their search, — that thcy had watched in vain 
at the shieling on the moss-hag, that thcy had examined 
every crevice without discovering any thing, and that they 
Were about to relurn in despair, when they accidentaily 
learned from one of the women who had waked old Eispeth 
how Ranald had disposed of his prize. Finally, that they 

Srocceded, after a good deal of hesitation, to Glenarrocb« 
emanded an audience of the lady, and required that the 
packet should be given up to them. " Her I^dyship was 
unco hiiih at first to part wi't," continued one of them ; 
" but whan we telt her that Ardmore bet to be obeyed, she 
just made a merit of necessity, and here it is." 

"You have done well," said Ardmore, "and now you 
may withdraw." The men obeyod, and the gentlemen 
wero once more lefl to consort totrether as they best might. 

"Are you satisfied now, Duart]" demanded Ardmore, as 
soon as the door closed. 

" So far, certainly," replied Duart, "that my suspicions 
touching the interference of some higher authority than 
that of Red Ranald are every way confirmed. If my me- 
hiory serve rne aright, thcre was once a project of marriage 
between young Gh^narroch and your daughter." 

" 1 have ncver heard of it before. Young Glenarroch 
did, I believe, seek such an alliance, but his suit received 
no encüuragement either from Marcelly or myself." 

" Perhaps so, perhaps so," rejoined Duart, as he ha^ly 
undid the case, and lurned the letters round with a rapid 
hand. They were sealed, but a scrutinizing eye might easily 
detect that the seals had been broken, Duart noticed this, 
but abstained from remarking on the circumstancc, while 
he hastily tore them open, and ran over their Contents. But 
tbe accomplishment of Ü\al Va.&V «e^m^^N» to>\^ \a ^^^^ra^i^x 
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fbry Ihan 6Ver the evil paasioDs whrch fbt a time had dum*' 
beted. " Look you, Animore,*' exclaimed he, sternly, <* I 
am ¥)ot a man to be tHfled with, and you know that I am 
not. Tbere is a roystery about die whole of thi^ matter 
such as you, perhaps, may be able to unravel, though I can* 
not; and greatly a^ I desire to befriend you, both for your 
sake and my own, I cannot sacriiice my personal character 
to auy minor consideration. The aSair must undergo the 
scrutiny of a higher aulherity than mine. A tiear kinck 
Wbman of yours is iroplicated in the robbery,— your people 
trace tbis circumstance oot without difficulty, and you your- 
flelf express neither surprise nor Indignation 41t it. How am 
I to know that others are not mixed up in the plot as well 
as ehe?" 

" Why should you suspect any thing of the kind ]" de- 
manded Ardmore, in a half contemptuous tone : " Wbat pos- 
sible motive could induce any human beinof to read — 1 heg 
pardon— to interccpt your dcspatches ! The Lady Glenar- 
Toch might, to skreeu a fbster brothen consent to become 
the depositary of bis plunder ; but except on that account I 
-cannot conceive^'^hat even a -curious woufWin could expect 
to find in such letters as yours. Affkirs of State — and the 
intimate friend of MacuUaniore doubtless holds correspond- 
ence with the Justiciary on little eise — are not likely to in- 
tereet a lone widow in Strath-Diarmid." 

"Ardmore," said Duart, coolly, "you have read these 
letters." 

** I, Duart ! In heaven's name, how should I do such a 
thing V 

•* You distrusted my assurances; you could not otherwise 
remove that distrust, and you preferred putting your own 
oeck in the noose, and hazarding the existence of your 
clan, to the endurance of suspenso any longer. Is it not 

Bor 

" By my faith ! Duart, and if it were so, I should say that 
you were no bad judg§ of human nature." 

" I guessed as much all along," replied Duart. "And now 
hear me. Whether I possess or do not possess the power 
to rcalize all your absurd expectations respectiiig the resto- 
ration of Mac Diarmid, and the remission of the Government 
dennands, is no longer a matter of the smallest nioment. 
This mad act of yours places you entirely in my power. It 
may be difficult to bring the matter home to you rself,— per- 
haps impossible ; but the circumstance that such a robbery 
has been perpetrated by one of your accursed race will scrve 
every purpose. Take then your choice — eilhet g>N^ vcä-^wä 
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danghter in roarriage within one week, or prepare to axf&f 
all that the outragä laws can award. Nay, hear me oatr 
man, / am as cool as ever l was in my life, and not e?eD 
the knowledge that you have discovered — basely indeed, 
butjetill effectually, what I wished to eonceal — in the «mall* 
est dogree ruilles me. Therefore do you keep your teroper 
at all events, whilc I aasure you that even now I mean to* 
deal as mcrcifully with you as need be. For the present thia 
heavy charge shall be kept back. We ean do so with perfect 
safety to ourselves, on the plea of investigating the circoiS' 
stances fully ; but if by this day week your daughter ia not 
my wife, every farthing of rent due shall be rigidly exactedr 
and every defauller expelled. Should you still continal^ 
obstinate, then, with God*s blessing ! worse shall ooine 
ofit." 

" Have you done V* replied Ardmore, contemptuouslyf 
" for if so, I will speak. Pitiful, pettifogging miscreanty 
take my defiance, and begone ! Do your worst ; I dare yoö 
to do it. Lcvy your distresses — drive forth better m&a 
than yourself to heg or to starve — bring down upon taj 
head all the fury. of the law — but tiever, wjiile my name ia 
Mac Diarmid, shall Marcelly be your bride. Your interwt 
wilh MacuUamore — your power and inelination to preserve 
an ancient and an honourable name — your anxiety to be 
connected with us, in order that you might shelter usnoder 
the wing of your kindred — Bah, bah ! my very stoDAch 
turns to think of it. Begone ! lest I forget what ia due tc^ 
myself, and do upon your worthless earcass a deed tbat 
would defile the fingers that performed it." 

" It is well," replied Duart, as he hastily moved toward* 
the door ; " I have descrved this for my folly in suing for 
that which I was every way entitied to demand. But wy 
bour is Coming, and when it does come, then will you o^ 
in vain what has lost its valuo. Playfaase, our horses-^ 
lead out the horses — we will look to this again. It ifl * 
morc complicated matter than I had imagined, and mustb^ 
formal ly proceeded in. Defied! and byyou! Well, it^ 
a pleasant termination to the wooing! — hah! hah! hftk! 
mighty pleasant, I do dedare ! But no matter — I still gi^^ 
you a week, — one week, mind you, and no more. And 1 
will still take you by dcgrees, the less before the greatfäf^ 
However, my revenge will be the sweeter if you persit 
your obstinacy, and your ruin will be doubly on your 
head." 

All this Duart muttered, rather than spoke aloud, as 
JuiBty Steps he deecended \]l&& «\a\x«. ^^ «oQiMr, bow« 
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id he find himself in-the saddle than he turned round, and 
ith his usnal benignant smile wishcd Ardmore good-mom- 
\g. The latter slared with aetonishment, atid scarcely 
scovered from it ere a turn in the avenue had shut out tbk 
guree of the little cavalcade from his View. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



Thb firöt movement of Ardmore-s feelings drove him to 
eek hiß daiighter, and to communicate to her the results of 
n interview which had terminated thus strangely. With 
iiis view he liastened to her apartment, where he was re- 
eived with the same fondneßs which had over marked her 
lanner, though with a solemnity which he had not tili re- 
ently been accustomed to observe in it He belield, tooj 
^ith unfeigned concern, that her cheek was pale, that 
Iready the effects of care were beginn ing to show them- 
8lves in her wasting form ; and a pang of something like 
wnorse shot across his heart as he remembered that her 
ufferings, though not very protracled, wcre entirely owing 
) bim. That consciousness thrcw into his mode of ad- 
fess more than the degree of tenderness which usually 
istinguished it: he folded Marcelly in his arras, and im- 
rinting a kiss upon lier forehead, prayed God to bloss her. 

Marcelly was greatly moved, and the tears rose in her 
yes as ßhc relurned her father*s enibrace; and though the 
aaile with which she strove to cover thcm was languid and 
)rrowful, it told a tale of deep affection and devoted obe- 
ience. Ardmore saw and fiilly understood the silent lan- 
uage of that sraile. He kissed her again, and drawing a 
hair close to hcrs, began at once to break the subject to 
er. But at first he found but an unwilling auditor. She 
iminded him of the pledge which he had given, that no al- 
ision should be made to her engagement tili the period of 
8 fulülment drew near, and she implored him, as he valued 
le preservation of her reason, not ' to violate that pledge. 
rdmore smiled as he took her band witbin bis, and bb* 
ired her that he had not forgotten his promises. ** Bot 
>« c'jrcjtimstaiw^B of om caae are changeA,'' cotA.Viva^XÄ'; 
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** a new ligfat bts broken in upon us, and the prebationny 
year has vanished like a shadow, and is not ^" 

*' Wbat do you mean, sir V* asked Marcelly, faintly ; ** sure- 
ly I am not expected to make forther aacrificcsl Surely the 
Single condition fbr which I stipulated will be adhered toi* 

**Not it, indeed, cbild," replied Ardmore; "your year of 
grace is gone, and the whole concern assumes a new aspect 
What say you, are you content]" 

" For ntercy's sake spare me this raillery,'* exclaimeJ 
she with great bitterness: ** if tbere are farther dcmands fa> 
be raade upon my self-devotion, State thcm at once ; bat do 
not torraent me with suspense and levity." 

" Dearest Marcelly," cried he in a different tone, ** there 
are no farther demands to be made upon your self-devotion: 
on the contrary, I feel like a reprieved criminal when I teil 
you, tbat even that sacrifice which you eonsented ta mtke 
shall no longer be exacted. Marcelly, you are free from all 
engageracnts. Duart has played false; he bas demanded 
you within a week, and on my refusal to coraply with bis 
demand, the whole afikir is off. You are free, child» fiee 
as the air." 

, _^' And the arrears, and our kinsraen, and eur cbief, — wkat 
is to become of all those!" demanded she, hurriedly, yet 
with an expression of the keenest and moet radiant jpf 
dancing in her eyes. 

"They are exactly as they were before, and as they 
would have been, had you, my own darling treasure, sab- 
mitted to the degradation which I was so wicked as to pro- 
pose. The scoundrel never possessed the power of aiding 
US as he said ; wo discovered bis baseness in time, and yoUf. 
at least, are saved, whatever may be the fate that awaits us." 

We will not attempt to descr^be the working of those 
mixcd sensations to which this announcement gave rise ia 
the bosom of Marcelly. Her first feeling was, as it wa» 
natural that it should be, that of purely selfish satisfaction. 
A mountain was removed from her ehest; she breathed 
again, and the terrible cloud which had so long oversha- 
dowed her soul was taken away. The fate to which death 
would have been a thousand times prefcrable, was avoided, 
and she was at liberty to look to the future with bope. But 
bright and joyous as these visions were, they could not biih 
der her from experiencing intense anxiety as she began to 
reflect upon the desperate condition of her father's aSairs. 
It was to retrieve these that she stood prepared to put vvh ' 
lence on herseif, and they were now, it appoared, beycnd 
the reach of bumaa iuXet^ete^ixce« Yl W VIdauxsisaV CoLlb v I. 
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He had told her, when argning the queetion of her mar* 
riage, that unless she conseute^ he would spend the eve- 
ning of his days in exile,— possibly ia a jail. Then, again, 
the ruiu of tbc whole clan was iuevitable. Yet could ehe 
hinder the one, or avert the otherl No, — the same voice 
which had formerly invited her to lay her head upon the 
block, now gave tlie assurance that no good result could 
follow from her doing so. She might lament, therefore, a 
destiny as harsh as it was unmerited, but seeiiig that she 
poBsessed no power to meliorate its character, from seif- 
upbraiding she was entirely free. There was, therefore, 
no check upon her joy at all adequate to counterbalance the 
satisfactjon \i<?hich every human being experiences, who, 
having undertaken to make some extensive personal sacri» 
fice in Order to accomplish some great general good, finds 
all at oncc that his moral merits are preserved to hinit 
while the physical privations which he had braccd hiniself 
to sufier will not be required at his hands. 

In tlie mean while, rumours of what had passed at the 
faurried meeting between Duart and Ardmore began to cir- 
culate throughout the country. Of the price at which 
Marcelly had undertaken to purchase the forbearance of the 
Government, the clansmen were already awarc; and be- 
loved as she was among them, thcre was not a man that 
did not openly aflirm that too much had been required at 
her hands. It was not creditable to tiie clan, — it was ti 
personal injury done to one of its tnost distinguished chief- 
täins, that his only child should be given away, in a species 
of barter, to a rascally agent of MacuUamore. Such was 
the languagelicld so long astho arrangement was under- 
stood to be final, and numerous defaulters bclieved that it 
lefl them in sccure posscssion of their lands. But human 
nature is prelty much the same on either side of the High- 
land line. No sooner was the rumour sprcad that the naar- 
riage contract had corae to nothing, than a new light 
■seeraed to have broken in upon the minds of many. " What 
was the meaning of allthis? Had not the arrangeinonts 
heen made to evcrf body's satisikction ! What could in«* 
duce Ardmore thus to trifle with the very salvation «tf his 
kinsraen? It was true that he had put considerable vio- 
ience both on his owii feelings and on those of Mtireelly, 
•and had they been consulted ia the first kistaiice, thej 
would have negatived the arrangement altogether,— ^^t to 
vithdraw now^ afler men's scruples were otrercome, — afier 
the jöung Ikdy herseif was reqonoiled «nd ^ec k\&a(8Qe% ^. 
KOBteat^ — tbey coüld not' understahd ui]|f goQdLieaaaa.W '^ 

14* 
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It was an act of cruelty towards themselves, whom Ard' 
more had deluded by the excitement of false hopes; it was 
disloyal towards the chief, wbose restoration had been sü- 
pulated for." Such was now the languago every where 
held thronghout the strath, and the persons who uttered it 
were too much engrossed with their own desperate circom- 
stances to pay heed either to the replies of such as desired 
to reason with them, or to the suggestions of nobler feelings; 
fbr the facts upon which Ard more regulated his proceed- 
iDgs were necessarily kept sccret from all except his own 
immediate associates. To have revealed these would have 
been not only to expose himself to almost certain destruc- 
tioD, but to involve the clan at large in his ruin ; for thoogli 
he had no cause to doubt the fidelity of any individual 
among them, he knew that a secret committed even to 
three persons ceases at once to be a secret An arduons 
and a delicate task, therefore, was still lefl to him to pe^ 
form, — ^namely, to bring over his neighbours to the adoption 
of his own views; and to aid him in so doing he was witb- 
out other assistance than that which Parson Neil migbt be 
able tö afibrd. 

It may not be, for aught we know to the contrary, a very 
hard matter, in the politics either of a clan or a nation to 
turn men from one way of thinking to another, so long ad 
their own personal interests do not appear to be in any de-* 
gree involved in the question under discussion. It is tb^ 
easiest thing in the world to make converts, provided ool^ 
your arguments be bolstered up with firm assurances of pet^*" 
sonal aggrandizement to such as weigh them aright ; bot h^ 
who sets about to propagate opinions confessedly at variano^' 
with the private views of his neighbours, attempts that tX> 
which the labours of Hercules were the merest trifle. Pa^"** 
son Neil, on ordinary occasions, exercised great authorit^ 
over the minds of his flock. In matters of faith he was thex^ 
Oracle. Sailing with the current in his abhorrence of tb^ 
House of Hanover, cverybody received his Statements oH 
that head with defercnce; and even in the common tranö- 
actions between man and man, his award was generally 
taken as final. But he hm now a widely difierent card to 
play. He appealed to the honour and manliness of one,-rto 
the good feeling and humanity of another; he reminded t 
third of the language which he had himself used when thö 
affairs of the district were discussed, — but he found one and 
all engrossed with a consideration of their own impending 
ruin, as well as the melancholy fate of the chief to wbom 
aü were equally devotod. ^A«i\MXiea^>»<^^VA\ikN\fc^thd 
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gentlemen to a mecting, and it was Bminged that 
jld asscmble at Ardmorc ; and tbe meeting was held 
^ly. But little benefit accrued from it: no one,.in- 
nt so far as to urge that Marcelly ehould yet be sa- 
though many voices gave utterancc to complainta 
they had never uttered before, aud the conclave 

under thc influencc even of more stormy paissioos 
36 which its Promoter had designed to allay. 
8 iTianner day afler day passed on. There were 

Conferences, sometimes at one point, eometimes 
er, biit the question what was to be done aeemed 
ira receiving a satisfactory answer as ever. Time, 
nean while, held his course, and the interval of 
^s was all but expendcd, for it was already draw- 
ards evening on the seventh, and the difficultiee 
ac Diarmids wcre in no respect diminished. They 

however, in greater numbers than before, to give 
oint a final discussion, and now crowded, with the 

tacksmen and retainers, the dining-room at Ard- 
^.mong them sat the laird, with Parson Neil as bis 
r, vainly striving to sooth and argue wilh naen 
ises were desperate; indeed, a scene impended very 

from any that had'occurred in the strath since its 

conquest ■ , 

have not dealt fairlj^by us, Ardmore," exclaiined 
ou led US to beiieve that M was fixed, and now you 
nd upon us suddenly, and say that we are at the 
fDuart. Better perish like men, than die iikedogs! 
part I will hold Ballochguil tili tiie last drop in my 
s moistened its hearth." • 

what am I todo?" exclaimed another; "the de- 
court is out against me. But for you I might have 
me arraiigements to meet it, — or at the worst I 
ve tried what effect a little si^plication would have, 
tender of secret service. y-But now, God help me! 
lit to-morrow, and carr/.my wife and children to 
I the snow-drifl." 

how am I circumstanceMetter than any of you 1" 
)d Ardmore. " Is there Wot a wadset over my pro- 
well as over yoursi and am I likely to be dealt 
re tenderly than you 1 I teil you again that there 
ip for it. If Duart will press these matterson, we 
ätay his band; and since we must go, surely it is 
» go together like kinsmcn and fellow sufierers» than 
el about evils for which there is no remedy.** 
there is a remedy," answered a Ihud^ «\Atfi\^ « ^ 
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hare either deceived us throughout, or Duart may be bribed 
to forbearance even notv. No doubt the alternative is not 
pleasant to any of us, and to you it may be terrible, but it 
was not of our proposing." 

" How often must I assure you^ gentlemen," interpoeed 
Che Parson, ** that our Situation is very difierent now- from 
what it was a few weeks agol Ardinore bad then to make 
bis bargain. H^ made it He agrced, at tbe expense of bis 
own peace, and tbe peace of bis only daugbter, to betroth 
her, on certain conditions, to Duart. Duart assented to 
these, and the matter was arranged. But now Duart breaks 
faith, not Ardmore ; and what was practicable then, ceases 
to be so now. Why blame Ardmore for thisl" 

" But how is it that Duart breaks faith ?" demanded a 
fourth; "he is still ready to forbear, on condition of baving 
Marcelly for bis bride. He only requires that sbe sball be- 
come such immediately, instead of a year hence. For my 
part I See nothing in this to quibble at. If it be just to throw 
the lassie away at the end of twelve months, it cannot be 
any deadly wrong to do the same thing at the end of twelve 
days." 

" I did not expect this from you, Achnadrome," exciaimed 
Ardmore, bitterly. " You held a very different tone the last 
time we talked the matter over. It was then a public dis- 
grace to force the girl's inclidfctions at all, — but now — you 
vvould cast aside even comfcon delicacy in forcing them." 

**It is your own fault, Ardmore," replied tbe fbrmer 
Speaker, doggedly. *'By finessing too deeply, you havc 
driven us to our last shifts; and the only alternative is, be- 
tweeft the abandonment of a woman's whim, or tbe imme- 
diate destruction of our race. I, for one, give my voice for 
a rencwal of the negotiation with Duart, on any basis which 
he may propose." 

" And I, and I, and IJJ shouted voices from all parts of the 
room. '*^.^' 

" And this in the face of all your former declarations !" 
«xclaimed the Parson : ** What, drag a girl, nearly allied 
to your Chief— a girl of vr^fa you all profess to be proud— 
<lrag her by violence from nnder her father's roof, and give 
her to such a bcast as Duart! For sharae, for shame ! Bat* 
ter perish to a man, in an efibrt to maintain your country, 
as your fathers won it by tbe sword ; for, hopeless as that 
«truggle might be, its issue would at Icast leave nodishonour 
on your name. But this is not all. What if Duart were de- 
ceiving us throughoull WbAX if he possessed no power to 
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aave us firom the ruin with which wo are threatened, and 
jdayed bis own sei fish game to the last?" 

" No, no ; that is impossible," shouted several voices at 
once; ** we koow tbat he is band-and-glove with Maculla» 
more, — at least, if he be not, we have Ardmore*8 word to 
tbe contrary. Bettcr tbat one sbould sufier than many. Mar- 
celly inust wed bim wbenever he chooses to demand her; 
there is no other resource lefl for us.*' 

This exclamation was scarcely uttered wben the door 
barst open,and there entered a fresh member of Conference, 
on whom all eyes were instantly tumed. A tall man, 
wrapped up in a eoH of military cloak, with a slouched hat 
drawn closely over bis brows, strode for ward tili he reached 
the table round which the gentlemen had gathered. 

For a rooment he stood there, bis arms folded the on^ 
acroes the other, and the Iower part of his countenance 
completely shrouded in his mantle, as if for the purpose of 
permitting some streng passion to snbside, under which tbe 
heaving of bis ehest gave indication that he laboured. But 
that brief interval of silence soon passed away. 

^'She shall not wed him, by heavens!*' exclaimed he— 
as opening out his cloak, and casting aside his hat, he dia- 

Slaycd the seamed features and brawny form of Allan 
treck — " Let me see the man that da res to make the pro* 
posal again. She shall not wed him, I say» aDd ycl not a 
man among you shall sutfer wrang at his hands.** 

In an instant the iiicUnations and language of the gentle- 
men assembldd appeared to undergo a change. They stared 
vpon the visian before them as on a supernatural being, and 
ttttering a sort of half-cry, appeared anxious to escape fron^ 
die room, as from a place infeated by some fatal contagion. 
Allan observed the cfiect produeed by his unlooked-for 
presence, and his eyes shot fire as they turned from one to 
the other. 

" What ! gentlemen," cried he, in a tone of mingled 
irony and rage, " is it thus you receive an old comradet 
Shrink from me as if I bore a pestilence in my breath, and 
depart, leaving your business unscttled ! Be it so — I will 
arrange the matter for you. In the mean time I repeat, 
that sne shall not wed Duart, and let him that says to the 
contrary, look well to it.*' 

So saying, he turned upon his heel, and withont pausing 
to salute any one, without having made a movement of re- 
opgnition, even to Parson Neil, he departed with the saodC^ j 

abruptness which had marked bis arrival, .1 
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CHAPTER XX. 



Startltmo as the eudden. appearance of Allan might bei 
it was, in reality, one of those events which are liable to 
happen every day, by th^ most ordinary of all. tl^e laws that 
regulote human nature. His hietory, indeod, since |ie 
«scaped from Scotland after the fatal affair of CuUodeDf 
differed very little from the histories of by far the greater 
number of the most distingiiisbed fugitives on that occasien. 
Having gained the sea-side, and being received on board of 
ship, he succeedcd in niaking good his passage to Francs 
where the fact that he had served the Chevalier proved a 
fiufficiont pa«sport as far as Paris. Here he stroye to obtaitt 
employment suiiable to bia rank, either in the army or as a 
civil officer; but, like most of hia comrades, found that bis 
applications were coldly received, and in effect totally dis- 
regarded. His stock of ready money, sl ender from the first, 
was ^oon expended. Among his political friends, be found 
few who were not equally poor with himself ; and his chief^ 
aware of the blots which ättached to his private character» 
€xhibited manifest Symptoms of coldness. ünder these cir- 
cumstances, Allan gladly enrollcd himself asa private in that 
gallant corps, which Louis consented to imbody out of the 
wreck of the Scottish adventurers. With it he served in 
Germany, displaying on all occasions that reckless courage 
which had distinguished him throughout the British cam- 
paign ; and had his moral conduct been at all in keeping 
with bis military reputation, he might have reaped the be- 
nefit of promotion for his gallantry. But the case was not 
so. Dissolute, turbulent, the slave of every brutal passion, 
Allan Breck vva^ no where tespected exccpt in the field; 
and his Services there wer^ necessarily on*too limited a 
iscale to cause his errors in other situations to be forgotten. 
At tbe clüse of the war, Yie temm^^ 'm x\>a «wsä «Mbocdi« 
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nate gmde in which he had been eiirolled%t ütsicömmencd- 
taient 

Thß retum of peace, by throwingf hira more and mat^ 
upon bis own resources, servewl only to lower Alkn in the 
estimation of bis comrades, as weH as to bumble bim. in: bis 
ewn. It was to no purpose tbat he strove tadispel care by 
fttsbing headlopg into dissipation. His countrymen every 
where shunoed bim, and of the natives tbemselves, only the 
low'est and moet debased would receive bim on a footing of 
familiarity, tili in the end his Situation became perfectly in- 
Bapi)ortable, and he resolved to cbange it. Bat he was toc 
poor to enter upon any novel enterprise in a laud of stran- 
gers, and too imperfectly educated, to venture beyond the 
circle within which his native langnage was spoken. Allan*B 
tboughts began insensibly to direct tbemselves homewards. 
Even in bis ill-regulated mind, there arose, from time to 
time, recoUections of other days, when bis principles were 
as yet üncorrupt, and bis life unstained with heavy crimes^ 
and a yearning desire to behold once more the sceiies of bis 
yoatb, took possession of his whole souK In spite of the 
danken attending a voyage to Scotland, he applied for, and 
obtamed permission to absent himself for a time from his 
regiment, and he qiiitted France with the secret, though 
settled determination, never, except impelled by an irre- 
sistible necessity, to visit it again. 

The ship in which Allan took his passage, being bound 
for the Clyde, he made arrangements with the master to 
put bim on shore somewhere on the northern bank, so as 
tbat the dangers which migbt attend «even a brief so- 
joum in Glasgow should be avoided. The agreement was 
rigidly fulfilled; indeed, the skippcr himself, at heart a Ja* 
cobite, had been too oflen employed in similar Services not 
to understand his present Situation perfectly; and hence 
Allan's progress from Brest to Argyleshire was marked by 
the occurrence of no memorable adventure. But as he drew 
towards his native strath, even Allan's bardened nature be^ 
came sensible öf impressions to which it had long been ä 
stranger. The niemory of other times rushed back upon 
his mind with overwhelming force. All the vices and fbi- 
lies of which he had been guilty, all the honrs of innocent 
delight which he had passed there, rose in one confused 
dream before the eye of his mind, and he feared to make 
himself known lest bis nearestof kin should disown bim, 
and the only spot on earUi where be had hoped to find a 
reeting-place for the sole of bis foot should cast bim fortb, 
tkne were otber feelings absent on tbis eventful occasioiu 
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HiB |NU0tmi foT Maroelly, which neither time nor ckaii^ of 
8cene had efikced, seemed to recovcr, so soon as he breathed 
his aative air, its original force, and carried him baclc, pain- 
fally, humblin^iy, almost despatring, ' to the eveninpr on 
which he had bidden her all but an eternal farewell. Then 
ttgain there was the Image of his mother — his mother wfaom 
he had ever loved ; on whom he still dolpd with all the 
fbndness of which his nature was capable. Allan could not 
contemplate thcse varied pictures, without experiencing 
emotions to which his heart had long been a stranger. He 
fiat down upon a gray stone by the way-side, buried his face 
in his hands, and wept bitterly. 

Indifferent to fatigue, and regardless of what most men 
would account hards^ips, Allan performed his joarney on 
fbot, his baggage consisting simply of a little bündle, which 
he carried in his band, and a sniall wallet slung round his 
6hou]der, containing a rnorsel of bread and a piece of cheese. 
Though the winter had begun to set in, the weather was 
still 60 mild that he suffered little iriconvenicnceof any kind; 
and even his rüde couch among the heather on the bare 
hill-sidef was pressed with resignation, if not with satisfac- 
tion. Für it constituted a permanent feature in bis |»laa to 
enter his native valley unperceived, and, ere he made him- 
self known, to ascertain^ asiar as circumstanccs would &llow« 
the condition and sentiments of his clan. But though he so 
far succceded in the attain ment o^' that object as to traverse 
the intervening space unnoticed, the first intelligence that 
reached bim on approaching tt;ie iiiarches of his father-Iand, 
caused an immediate revolution in his designs. 

There is an arm of theseaon the southern frontier ofthe 
Mac Diarmid country, ae well äs along its western face, 
which it was necessary that he should cross. He entered 
the cobble cautiously — for the face of the rower was familiär 
to him, and, sitting down in tho stern, drew his cloak closely 
round him : afler which, in a feigned voice, he began, as a 
perfect stranger, to inquire into the general State of the 
country. The ferryman*s ansvvers were at first vague and 
destituto of all interest; but, as his paesenger drew him on, 
additional fiicts were communicated, to which Allan listened 
with breathlcss attention. He was told of tho atrocities 
perpetrated by the Royal troops, — of the distress to which 
the natives were long subjected,— of the exile of the chief, 
— the breakingjup of the clan, — and many matters besides, 
of which he already knew the substance, though the par- 
ticulars had hitherto been withheld from him. Thon rnnio 
an account of Ardmore's arrangements with Duart; .f iho 
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cleverneflB with which he had contrived to keep the tax*- 
men in posseesion, to meet the demands of the State« and 
still gather in a pittance for the exile. ** But that*8 a* done 
Bow, added the man, with a sigh ; ** Ardmore atood it out 
etoutly, and so did the lave, langer than ony body wad ex- 
pect : but they *re done at last, and I fear weVe seen an 
eod to the prosperity of Strath-Diarmid»" 

**How ßo, my friend 1" demauded Allan: " if your clans* 
men have liitherto held their own with the Government, 
why should they fail noW 1" 

*' It's uo' juet that they held their ain," replied the boat- 
man ; ** for in troth many ane among them gat sair behint : 
bat then Ardmore had ta*en the measure of the factor*8 foot, 
and kent how to fit him. But somehow or anaether, they 
are all agee noo, and by this time the morn, there will bie 
sad wark in the strath. An yet I cannot say that I blame 
Ardmore for it neither. It was an awfu' thing to force bis 
ain dochter. to sie a marriage as tbat, and her sae gude and 
00 bonny." 

"What marriage 1 — what daughterl" demanded Allan, 
eagerly. 

" 'Öd, Tm thinking ye maun be a stranger, after a'," ob- 
served the boatman, suspiciously, " though you do ken sae 
muckle about the kintra and its inhabitants : and my tongue 
faas been running niiieteen to the dozcn, though my wita 
couldna keep pace wi' it But be ye wha ye may, there's 
nae härm in telling you what a* the country-side kens by 
this time, that Ardmore had promised bis dochter to Duart 
in consideration o' certain remittances of arrears, and that 
within this eight days he has rued, and brake the bargain. 
What for ho has done sae, whether out of a natural pity for 
tbe lassie, or because Duart gae him ground of personal 
ofience, I cannot teil ; but tho match was äff yestreen, and 
is no' likely to come on again." 

"Thank God!" muttered Allan, though not 'so soflly as 
to be inaudible to his acute companion. 

"I'ra no' quite sure aboot that ußither," ejaculated the 
Charon. " To Ardmore and his docliter it may be a ground 
of thanks for aught I know to the contrair ; but there's mony 
an honest man in the strath that laments it deeply. And 
after all, ye may thank God yet for naething. Gin ye be 
ooy kith or kin to Ardmore, or take ony interest in the mat^ 
ter, it may be worth while to teil you, that there is a general , 
outcry against his declsion, and that this very day the gott* 
tlemen have met to Insist on his abandoning it." 
roL, IL 15 
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** When and where do tfaey meet V* demviäei ASm^ 
karriedly. 

** Where should tbey meet but at Ardmore itself ? And 
M to the when, Vm thinking tfae maeet feek o' thcm will bv 
there even now." 

** Give way, my geed man, give way ! We shall be all 
day in jreaching the sbore, and I have a far way to travelr. 
and mucbr to do, ere the sun go down. 6i?e way !-*give 
way !" 

** Faitb, an** if ehe^s in a hnrryr Fm thinking ehe migfat 
lend a band bersel^ Vm sure she looka able enougb, gin 
•he be willing.'^ 

Allan half rose, as if aboot to aet on the Suggestion of the 
boatman ; but the reeollection that he coold not preserva 
bis disgnise except in a State of inaction, restrained bim. 
He miittered something about bis want of skill, and an m* 
Jury which rendered bim incapatble of using one of bis armsr 
and then renewed bis entreaties that the man would put 
fyrth all bis strength. He was not disobeyed, for the honest 
boatman perceived, both from the manner and gestieulatioos 
#f bis fare, that something more than common impatience 
awayed bim, and did exevt hiraself to the utmost througbout 
the remainder of their brief vo^age. Nor did Allan linger 
a isinfirle moment by the margm of the loch, so soon as tbe 
boat had touched tlie Strand. Putting a piece of silver-^ 
foreign coin, but intrinsically worth double tbe customanr 
eharge, into the Charon's band, he leaped on shore, andr 
without pausing to aeknowledge tbe salutation with which 
that funetionary wished bim God speed, he barried ^ 
ward.. 

About twenty miles of rough road lay between bim and 
Ardmore, the point towards which Allan*s steps were now 
recklessly tumed. They appeared to bim, by anticipatioB, 
tobe interminable: yet the speed with which he set forward^ 
caused the boatman to stare with astonishment, as he invo> 
luntarily excJaimed, *^She may want the use ef ain of her 
arms, but by my saul she kens weel how to use her legs !*' 
And sure enongh these latter members were ezercised to a 
yery elfectual purpose. It was neitber a walk nor a mn, 
bata long trot, or amble, such as men accustomed to perfbrm' 
pedestrian exeursions find more convenient than either for 
purposes of speed, and which Allan contrived to press so ae 
to compass, on a moderate computation, seven Bnglish miles 
within the hour. 
The tract of country ovent 'w\v\cVv \i^ Vra^xt\^^«d^\Ai«dea 
' "heilig remarkably sUiking in \tae\?y "«i^ i>i^V^ <ü1 ^X^i^^tx»^^ 
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^eolated to rouse in his mind vivid and fearfol recollec- 
tions of the past An hour's walk brought bim, throogh tbe 
heart of a fertile strath, to the niargin of, that locb, or arln 
of the aea, beeide which many of his happieat, and some of 
his most miserable boura had been spent Far away, acroea 
ita watere, uprose the giaat ränge behind which he had 
watched a thousand and a thouaand tinea the sun retire to 
reat, while, rcpoaing, aa it were, on ita bosom, lay thoae 
ialands, familiär to hia eye aa the facea ef frienda known 
irom childhood, and frora childhood beloved. Yet all the 
objects preaented to hia gaze brought nat reminiscencea «a 
conaolatory along with tbem. A andden aagle in the read 
Ibrought hira in presence of a dilapidated tower, fiom which 
hö turned his eyes away with a ahadder. It waa the aame 
within which Marcelly had been for a brief apace immured« 
and from which she had been ao atrangely dritVAM. Ne> 
verthelesa, agonizing aa the recoüection of that diagracefbl 
acene was, — and let juatice bedone, ii was no selfish feeling 
that rendered it so,— even it exerted but a brief supremac^ 
over hia disordered imagination. On the coutrary, it faded 
at once with the disappearance of the oid tower which had 
calied it into roomentary existence, and his whole aoul be- 
käme engrossed again with one maddenin^ thöught Mar- 
celly had been promised to another. She might be compelled 
toaocomfAish that promiae : nay, it waa in the highest degree 
probable that she would, should he fail to reach Ardmore in 
time to aave her, — for his. heart bounded aa the boatman*a 
aasurance recurred to him, that ahe, at leaat, waa extremely 
airerse to the match. Never did the way appear so tediona 
to him, never beibre did tia^e appear to fly aa rapid ly. At 
laat, however, the promootory, with the white mansion 
crowning its summit, rose into view. It waa atill broad day ; 
indeed, the sun, though approaching the western ränge, 
stood as yet conspicnoua in the heavens ; and Allan, casting 
a hasty glance towarda it, made increaaedefforts, and pushed 
pn. 

One hurried gaze was given to the right aa he approached 
the noble domain^ within which tbe Castle, as it waa calied, 
of the Mac Diarmida waa wont to stand. It served to sa- 
tisfy him that the park retained its beanty, and that the 
rocks that beetled over it were uuchanged ; but of the resi- 
dence of his chief all that now rcraained waa a heap of 
blackened ruins. He had aeen in other quartera tracea ^ 
the marauder's handiwork. Many a ahieling which 
Mtaddeä tbe atrath, atood roofteas^oc Via^ qw\!vc^ ^>agv 
jßnd eyen the chapel, wiü&ui NvboBb ^«liXVa Vift Vs^ ii^ 
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listened to Parson Neil's eloquent discoursei, was levcUed 
with tbe earth. Aljan's blood boiled. He cursed bitterly 
the reigDing tnonärch, as well as the Instruments of bis 
harshness, and witb paesions more and more infiamed, and a 
determination more and more hardened, passed on. 

And now the promontory rose füll in vicw, at the distancre 
of three miles from him. He relaxed bis speed for a mo- 
ment, that he mightgaze upon itmore intensely; but atear 
obscured bis vision, and trees, house, and all the objects 
round, danced obecurely and bazily before bim. He brusbed 
away the drop as it feil upon bis cheek,: and smiled bitterly, 
while thoughts of other days went and came like gboets 
Bcross bis mind. ** It will not do, it cannot be," cried he, 
aloud ; ** yet I may save her this pang at all cyents, and ehe 
will see that, degradedas I am, I can love disinterestedly, in 
spite of ftll that has Iftppened.'* As he uttered this sentence 
he resumtd bis long trot, and gained the baseof the bill just 
as the sun began to hide bis disk behind tbe loftiest of the 
westem ridges. 

Allan did not approach Ardmore by any beaten path, ^ 
less by the ordinary avenue. Obeying some impulse, into 
the reasonableness of wbich he paused not to inquire, his ob- 
ject was still to avoid Observation; so he drew his cloak 
more closely round him, and, turning off to the lefl, thread- 
ed his way tbrough the plantations tili he reachefd the ex- 
treme point of the isthmus. Then he began to ascend, and 
gaining the summit, not far from the Fumart's Cave, fbond 
himself under cover of the gardcn wall, within a shortdis- 
tance of the back entrance. He gazed round, and saw, with 
indescribable satisfaction, that not a human being overlooked 
the Space which he must needs traverse. There were voices, 
indeed, as of many people loitering about the front of the 
house, — but not a soul kept watch behind. Allan eleared 
the Space almost at a stride, traversed a narrow passage, and 
gaining the door of the room where the gentlemen of tho 
clan had met, entered as has been described. Of what föl* 
Iowed the reader is akeady aware. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



Wb have said that the sudden appearanceof Allan Breek 
among them operated upoa the geotlemen assembled at Ard- 
nköre like the apparition of some one who has lain many 
years in bis grave. A stronff superstitious feeling over- 
powered them; they shrank back as if a dead man had 
^ken, aAd opehed a way for him to withdraw, without ut* 
tering so mach as a cry of surprise. NevertbelesSi their 
eyes weire all turned towards him frxedly and fearfully ; and 
even after his figure bad disappeared* they continued togaze 
upon vacancy. By and by, one afler another, they hurried 
in silence from the roonu and in the end Ardmore and tbe 
ParsoD were left alone together. 

Mean while the cause of so rauch alarm had passed 
through the midst of a crowd of idiers without, and was &r 
advanc^d on his way to Glenarroch. Labouring under ade« 
greü of ezcitement which partouk alraoet of insanity, he 
süxxle oü in ffloomy silence; with bis hat once more drawn 
lar over his bro.ws, and bis face shrouded in his cloak. In 
tbis mobd he traversed the avenue, and com passed a consi« 
derable portion of the way that intervened ; nor was it tili 
be reached the knoll where had beld bis last roeeting with 
Harcelly« that any degree of calmness returned. But tbe 
very air of that spot appeared to have in it a magie power. 
He stopped, looked round, and casting bimself prone upon 
the eartn, gave vent to hisoYerchargä feelings in a p&ssion 
oftears. 

Soothed and comforted by that niost consolatory of all ex-^ 
ercises, Allan resumed his walk in a more tranquil frame of 
mind than be had experlenced fbr many years. Tliough tbe 
twiligbt was closing rapidijr over him, there remainäl still ; 
ligbt enough by whieh tb distingiiisb objeets with conäiderti* - 
r "^K accuracy, and the^ were all fanukiat \a Vm. '^'« ^M^ 
m^Hvached tbe dielFiBg rock fxom vr\ücki \xW «!iftoi»\si^ 
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sons in swimming had becn taken, — now he croseed the ri- 
vulet wbere bc first Icarned to tbrow the fly,-*«nd now the 
long avenue, \Cith its stone posts and swinfThg gates, spread 
out before bim like the arms of a nurse that welcomes back 
her truant Charge. It is not in the power of language to 
describe the efiect produced upon Allan's feelings. Seared 
and deadened as it had long been, closed up, as it were, ina 
fihell of selfishness and vice, bis heart became once more 
conscious of the power of nature, and even bis unfortunate 
attachment, with all the consequcnces arising out of it, were 
forgotten. One image, and only one, occupied bis thoughts. 
His mother, as she was wont to be, the most tender, the moet 
devoted of human beings, reigned sole mistress there, and 
he darted along the approach as if every moment that with- 
held him from her cmbrace were one of exquisite mifiery. 

The last glimmering of the evening had expired whenhe 
gained the grass-plot in front of that house under whose roof 
he had spent the happiest, becausc the most sinless, years of 
his life. A light streamed frbm one of the Windows, and he 
discerned by it that a female form was seated ne^r a table, 
her head resting upon her hands, and a sheet of writing pa- 
per spread out before her. Allan^s heart beat quick, for 
though her countenance was averted frora him, he recog- 
nised the air and form of his mother; and in the attitude 
which she had assumed, he saw enough to satisfy him that 
to the peacc of mind which had so long deserted himself, 
ehe too was a stranger. Allan did not pause to examine 
farther ; he lifled the latch gcntlv, traversed the hall upoa 
tip-toe, and opening the parlour-cfoor, stood for a moment, as 
if rendered powerless by strong emotion. But it was only 
for a moment. His cloak was cast aside— one word — my 
mother ! — and she lay upon his bosom, breathing, yet power- 
less, and insensible to all the outward fo^ms and sounds of 
nature. 

Some time elapsed ere Mrs. Mac Diarmid recovered from 
tbat trance. Not that she had fainted ; for the conscious- 
ness that her son's arms supported her, never &ded away ; 
but the flood of joy was too powerful to be resisted, and the 
ftculties of modon and of Speech were alike suspended. At 
length, however, she opened her eyes, and when thejr rest- 
ed upon that countenance, which, scathed as it was, present- 
ed to her ibnd gaze the loveliest picture that God himself 
could produce, she closed them agam as if fearful that they 
had only deceived her. " Oh, Allan," she muttered at last, 
**c^nl believe my sensesi Speak to me ! Is it thy very 
teifi — My son« my aoi\, utX \]i[\ou '\tv^<^«^ i^^ied to me f 
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**It 18 eyen so, my mother," replied Allan, kissing her af> 
^ctioDately ; *'thine owd Allan supports thee once more." 

** And tbou wilt not leave me again V* 

**Never — from this hour I will be thy protector. Much, 
nucli have I endured and done. Many crimes bave I com- 
mitted, many hardships have I undergone; but I am a 
dumged man, my mother. I am now thine, and tbine only." 

"Tben God be praieedf' cried^he; all, t^i will be for- 
gotten. In tbe blessings whicb we now possess, the veir 
remembrance of past eorrows are bloUed out And you wiU 
never leave me again V* 

^ Np, motber, never. I have found no peace elsewhera 
Like the dove sent forth from tbe ark, I have sought in vain 
fbr a resting-place abroad. I will seek it bore; and here be- 
eide my mother, I will find it So look up and bless me aa 
thou wert wont, for indeed, indecd, I stand aorely in need 
of thy blessing." 

''It is thine, my son ; a mother*8 fondest and best hlessiog 
rest upon thy head. And now teil me all that has befallen 
you, — how you have sped, where you have been, all that 
you have sufiered. But you are faint and weary, and I in- 
dulge my own selfish joy while my darliüg is in want both 
of re^ and food." 

In ä moment the domestics were made aware of the re- 
turn of their young master, and little as he merited the feel- 
iDg, there prevailed among them all the most cordial satis- 
faction at the event. One ran here, another there, in order 
to testify their zeal in bis service, and a meal was speedily 
served up, of which, in spite of bis mental sulferings, Allan 
had fared of late tM.scantily not to partake iu abundance. 
His greetinfifs, moreover, were kind ahd alfectionate toward« 
them all. With the men he shook iiands, the women be 
would have embraced, had their modesty permitted, while 
his mother sat by, no inapt model of the purest feelings of 
the heart fully gratified. 

A meal eaten under the circumstances which then sux^ 
roonded AUan, is for the most part a very bricf Operation. 
On the present occasion, it lasted only tili tbe absolute 
wants of nature were supplicd ; afler which the remnants 
were removed, and Allan and his mother were lefl to renew 
their dialogue. It proved to be one of the deepest and most 
Btirring interest to hotb. Allan, indeed, gave but a meagra 
account of his own fortunes ; for his anxiety to obtain in- 
'ibrmation was too intense to permit his wasting time in com« 
municating ; and Mrs. Mac Diarmid was in consequencA' 
«vervhdjaed with ijiqniries, some of YrVufiXi i^^ ^ 
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enced both dfficolty and disinclination to answer. Never- 
theiess, Allan drew from her the sabatanee of all that had 
taken place aince the fliilure of his plot to carry off Marcel- 
Ijr. He leamed with something of Indignation, bat more of 
florprise, that their secret had l^en betrayed-^though how, 
or by whom, fibe was at a loss to gaeas; and findly the 
estrangement resulting from it, aa well as the measnres 
pursued by Ardmore^ with reference to his daughter's mar* 
riage^ were narrated with the falsa colooring which prejn« 
dice gives. To all this he listened with a degree of anxiety, 
auch as caused every word to pierce into his soul — and reo- 
dered the worfc of respiration laboured and difficult, by reap 
«on of his effortato breathe silently. 

'*But is all this certain?** demanded he: '*Are yoa eure 
that she entered into the project willingiy? have yon proof 
that she ia a consenting party to the match ?'* 

** Can you doubt it, Allan 1" replied his mother. " Have 
I not watched their movementa as the cat watches her prey ? 
Have they ever tumed in their seats without my knowing 
it? and is it probable that I should remain Ignorant of the 
purpose which so many confidential visits were meant to 
«erve? ReIy,upon it, that she givee her band to him freely 
— at least that she would have done so less than a furtnight 
ago.^' 

*'Tben why is the negotiation interruptedl and why is 
that now demanded as a sacrifice, which was originally 
proroised as a free and willing giftf* 

"I cannot answer you there. Poor Elspeth is, you know, 
Ifathered to her fathers, and since her death, my sources of 
lotelligence have been in a great measure cut off. But may 
not the whole thing be a tricki May not Ardmore have 
oxne new end of his own to serve, for the purpose of attain* 
iog which all this relactance is feigned?** 

**No, mother. Ardmore was never kind to me, and I owe 
him uothing; but whoever accuses him of selfishness in his 
dealings with the clan, lays that to hia Charge which he 
doea not merit I can scarcely believe, even on your aa- 
aatance, that this stränge eontract was ever acccptable 
from the first ; T am sure that now violence alone will com- 
pel ita fulfUmont.** 

'^If tcould thiok so, Allan, then would I cheerfully lend 
all the aid in my power to press the matter fbrward'^ i bäte 
thero so bitterly r 

*'Do not say sot mother. There ia no ground fbr hatred. 
. Wfaal; iniury have thev ever done to us? Marcelly, indeed. 
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her father for thatV No, no — I may lament it, monm over 
it, go mad upon tbe thought c€ it ; but for them^ — I cannot, 
ought Dot to. hate thcn^; nor tnäy yoö/' 

**^Then you do not feel asi feel, Allan. What would tliey 
expect? arb not you her equal in every respecti" 

**No, motlier, I am every way her inferior; in roind, in 
morals, in character, in personal appearance — I am not wor- 
thy to be her slave. She is too bright, too pure, for me to 
gaze upon from a distance — it was an acl of presumption 
unpardonable, ever to dream of love." 

"You töld rae that you were a changed man, Allan, and 
I see that you are so." What then do you intend V 

"To save he'r,at all hazard, from a match which she ab- 
hors. To guido niy whöle conduct eo as to merit and ob- 
tain her friendship. To resign myself from this hour to the 
discbarge of those dutics which I have too long ncglected. 
This is what I intend; and you, my own beloved mother, 
must Support and strengthen me in carrying these inten- 
tioDS into effect How soon will this point come to issuel" 

"To-morrow, it is expected, that the factor will carry the 
first of bis threats into execution. Doolatre is then to be 
ejected, and a cousin of Duart's established in his room. If 
this bring Ardmore to his senses, the persecution will end 
where it begins; if not, Ardmore himself, wiih all whom he 
valuee most, will be driven forth." 

"The beast — the brüte — the cur! — does'he imagine that 
this will be endured 1 No, by Heaven ! Let the miscreant 
attempt to disturb but one man, however hun>ble, in the 
possession of his property, and he shall rue it to his dying 
day. To-morrow, Said you ?" . 

"Yes, to-morrow. Onr notices State, that to-morrow, 
abont noon, the process will be served." 

"And will he come in person to superintend the Per- 
formance of the ceremony 1" 

" Tt is said so, and there are many reasons why we should 
credit the report" 

" Thank God for that ! And now, mother, I am weary 
and ill at ease. I would fain sleep once more in the bed 
which I have so oflen pressed, when my heart was light, and 
niy Boul free from those cares that harrow it now. Let uö 
ptrt for the night. Give me your blessing again. It may 
perhaps avail, even for me, and the sound of your voice, aa 
you pronounce it, falls sweeter upon my ears thaii music. 
We will talk of all this by-and-by. In the mean while, 
«hould 1 fail to join you at breakfast, do wol VxfiX. «X xö^ ^ 
^aee. /am accustomed to rise early, aBdt^ÄXö^x^^&^'^^Jk 



170 ALEiAir BRE»K. 

beth far and near which I lon^ to visit; and, as I wander oa 
ftt times withoat greatly cooeidering whither I may be car- 
ried, it is poesible that we may not meet tili evening.'' 

^ You do not mean to abandon me a^ain, Allan 1 Better 
a thousand times you had not returned at all, than thua to 
tantalizo me with a momentary glimpee of all that I love oa 
earth;' 

" No, dear mother ; I will not leave you," replied Allan, 
«fi^tionately; "Igave you thia promise before, and I re-' 
peat it. But where is Red RanaldT' * 

** Away to bis more remote haunts, and an exile, I hope, 
for ever, from the atrath. You do not wish to see bim 1** 

" Perhapa I may — and yet I do not know — for he was 
but half trustwortby at the best ; and »ow, perhapa, the leas 
intercourse we maintain with bim the better. Are yoa 
eure that he will not betray you in the event of bis cap- 
ture r' 

^*I cannot teil, nor is it a matter of the slightest impor- 
tance. * Our poeition has undergone a thorough change 
flince the robbery ; indeed the afmirs to be traneacted now 
JU'e in themselves of so mueh greater importance, that it 
will doubtless be fbrgotten even by Duart But it ie not 
worth while to seek out a man whom, on every aecofUt, 
we ooght to wish any where rather than here.'* 

*^ You may be right, mother; and now, once more» good- 
night r 

Mrs. Mac Diarmid repeated, more solemnly than befiure, 
her benediction over her son ; a stränge ceremony for per- 
flons to go tbrough afler playing the part which both the 
giver and the recipient had of late years acted. But the 
mere forms of religiousobservances are oflen kept up where 
the spirit of religion is unknown. Not at any period of her 
existence, perhaps, had Mrs. Mac Diarmid entertained one 

Erinciple of vital religion; Allan, though, like the devila, 
e believed and trembied, was totally ignorsnt of what the 
term meant Yet now, when the livcs of both had boen 
etained by a series of glaring of!ences, the one found plea- 
eure in giving, the other comfort in receiving, a fbnnal 
Uessing. So tenacious in its hold is superstition, and so 
immoveable the prcjudice which attaches to the benedictioa 
even of an impious parent tbe thought of benefit even to W| 
impious cbild« 
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CHAPTER XXIL 



Tbovor the 801) had set in a cloudlen sky, and tbe niplit 
coBtinaed, for awhile, serene and beautifui, the roornmg 
that fbllowed the conversation alluded to in the last chap- 
ter came in heavily, and with a degree^ of gloom which 
seemed to portend a storm ere the new day should closor 
Oar readera are probably aware that the ciimate of tbe weal 
of Scotland i8*particalarly mild. It seldora happena that 
lirosts are experienced in any keeuness tili Christmas has 
come and gone, and even then the snow and the ice, whicb 
uaoally go hand-in-hand with that merry season, are for the 
roost part confined to the lofliest of the mountain ridgegr 
When we State, therefore, that the mornin^ which snc- 
eeeded Allan's arrival brought with it a lurid and cloudy 
appearance, — that the air was soft almost to enervation, and 
the atmosphere heavy and oppressive, those who are fiimi« 
liar with the features of a young November, as he showy 
himaelf beside the lochs and amid the sheltered Valleys of 
Argyleshire, will perceive that we give no more .than a 
common' picture of that stage of the winter, in a district 
where wmter is, comparatively speakin^, little feit. 

Gloomy as the appearance of outward nature was, it ae- 
corded well with the sentiments ofthose who from the hill- 
flide, or the margin of the blue waters that skirt Mac Diar« 
inid^s country, looked abroad upon the face of heaven, 
There prevailed from one extremity of the strath to ano* 
ther but one feeling of utter despondency : old and young, 
the gentleman and the peasant, appeared equally aware 
that their fated hour was come ; and acting as man gene- 
lally do who believe themselves to be under the influenae 
of destiny, they neither speculated on the probable mean« 
of avertyi^ their misfortuncs, nor murmured because they 
were iqevitable. All business was, indeed, suspended. The 
women and children kept close within dooxv^^^ m«ü.\%» . 
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took themeclves, either singly or in little groups, to tbe 
most sequestered haunts amid the rocks, — indeed a stranger 
who travereed the country might liave done eo withoot 
meeting in all his course a single bunaan being of whom to 
ask a question. 

Füll of anxiety respecting her son, and eager to ensure 
to herseif the pleasure of his Company, Mrs. Mac Diarmid, 
who had slept but little, rose early, and repaired at once to 
Allan^s apartment. The door was ajar, and she entered, 
but Allan was not there. She looked to tbe bed. It bore 
traces of having been occupied, that is to say, the coverlet 
was indented with the impress of a human form; but the 
clothes had manifestly not been rolled down, and the bed 
itself was empty. Allan had ad}icrei| to his over-night re- 
solution. Though the gray dawn was yet only struggling 
in the east, he had anticipated its arriyal, and was now — 
his mother knew not where. 

Disappointed, almost desponding, Mrs. Mac Diarmid re^ 
turncd to the parlour, where, in a species of listless indo- 
lence, several hours were spent, — hoiirs which at Ardmore 
were marked by the working of many stormy passions in 
the breasts of more than one of its inmates. Fergus, as he 
looked back upon the result of the meeting of tbe.previous 
day, feit his iieart sink within him, for though his kiosmen 
had failed to press the demand, in consequence of the stränge 
Interruption to which they had been subject, he knew them 
too well not to be aware that for any calamities that might 
overtake tl)em hc would be blamed. When he reflected, 
moreover, how little was now to be gained even by the sa- 
crifice of his daughter, and recalled to mind the anguish 
under which she had recently groaned, he could not but ac- 
knowledge that let the result be what it might, the course 
which he had adopted was the proper one, Parson Neil, 
again, though far from repenting the step which he had ad- 
vised, could not wholly divest himself of the uncomfbrtable 
conviction, that thfngs had not turncd out in all respects ai 
he had intended. He would have blamed Ardmore for pre* 
cipitation, had he not observed how oppressive were the 
cares of that individual already; and he, therefore, was 
content to reproach himself, because he had omitted to warn 
his friend of the neccssity which existed to exercise, in his 
dealings with Duart,the very extreme of caution. Aa to 
devising any nieans of averting, even for a brief scasön, the 
6torm that threatened, he feit that to be imprskticahle. 
Like Fergus, therefore, his frctting and self-upbraidixig led 
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) other- i^ult than a confession that f^'ey must iprepare 
2ceivc, as they best might, whatever calamity an of- 
ed Providence might chooee to bring apon them. 

this mauner the day wore on, each successive hoor 
lg boih tx) the gloomy aspect of the heavens, and tothe 
.and/ siient . «iejection which Qppresscd men^s minds 
orie extr^mity of the sträth to another. Even' Marctfl- 
as not free from the pröfbnnd anxiety. which 'agitated 
Y whom she was surrounded; and though tob thankful 
le escape which she had herseif made to look üpoti 
r matters in the light which, perhape, really attaohed to 
I, both her fears on her father*s account, and her gridf 
le contemplated the approachin^ruinof herrace, be- 
3 next to insupportab)e; Neither sorrow- nor anxiety, 
sver, have, over the flight of tirao, a -control mor&'abso- 
tlian their opposites. Nine, ten, «leyän-o'oloGk came, 
out producing the slightest change eliher'.ai hfome or 
id. Not a living creature betook himsdlf tohis casto- 
T employments. The fishing-cobbles lay . idie in: the bay ; 
thepherds had torsaken the hiil-sidei and even theloi- 
* might no longer be eeen gazing from his accustomed 
h among the rocks. The spirit of desolation seemed, 
ed, to havc overshaijbwed the dlstrict, for.the very cattle 
'sed laziiy and &r apart, and the sheep were gone-\yhere 
ye could folloW''theni. »•; ' '• ' 

rch was the Gondition of Strath Diarmid^ when^ ooon 

twelve, and ainid the increasing gloom-öf a ^thering 
n, a small pinnace was obaerved to roun^l a'prömöntory 
ly oppositc to Glenarroch, and td direct its coufse tö- 
Is a riide pier that prnjected into the loch hard-byl. - It 
lined, in a.ddition to the crew, five individuald(KH':whom 
amily at Ardmore wcre cnabied, by the'aid:of:'a glass, 
cognise two. These were Duart and Mr. Playfause, — 
hat object bent it -would have been perfectly. useless tö 
Ire; thö remaining three were- strangers, .tliough of 
i, two bore the air and general stamp of menia|s. ■ Ard- 
! groaned heavily as he rosigned his telescope td P^r- 
Sfeil. *' Then the die is cast with a vengeaüiee,'* said 
'and nothing remains for us but to bar'd nur bosöms to 
itroke, froBZ which no man on whom it falls may hope 
Cover.":- ■' . . V- -.•.;. ...I: tr ;■ ■ 

rdraore^s pöwers of Vision had not dcceived himii Snaft^ 
mder the sense of a twofold injury, and degrad'edoveh 
is own eyes, Duart had with difficulty constraihed 
elf so as topermit the expiration of the week which h» 
ad granted as one of deliberaüon. Ho d\dL v^^XiÄ'w^^'b^ 
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tinder the fized peisuasion th&t Fcrgua wbuld prote inmnv 
veable in his resolvee; indeed, the statfe of his roind'wasnow 
such, that had it beco püssible to arrive at a difiei'ent con- 
clusion, the circumBtance would have occaeioned tohim 
any thing rather than pleasurableBensations. Für bis tti- 
tacbment to Marcel ly, if a piissioD sucli^ afi hi» dfinierve the 
liame, was convertcd into deadly hate. . Had sbe beea 
ofifcred to him now freely, and without hire, he would haie 
spurned her from him; indeed his.sole motive fbr desiruijf 
that the ofTer sbould be mado, was that he might findaa op- 
portunity of mortifyiug both her and iier father by a rejec- 
tion. A thirst of vengeance was, in truth, the eingle master- 
passion under which he acted. Even avarice had iost its 
influence, eise would he have pounced upoo his victim at 
oncc, because he knew that in destroyin^ utterly a sept 
wliich his master abhorred, he would earn a rieh recom- 
peose to himself. But he preforred the gratification of ma- 
Jice even to the anmssing of treasure, and bent all bis 
thoughts to consider how most fuUy to indulge it. 

.There were two modes of procecding, by either of which 
lie could bring ruin od the tribc which be abhorred. He 
needed but to call in the aid of the offended laws, by layiog 
a formal information of tbe robbcty before the Lord Jui^i' 
ciary — and tbe temper of the times sufficiently assured him 
that the business was done. Even if lives were spared» and 
that was far from being certain, an order to levy fines woald 
immediately issue, and in ten days the strath would be 
bared of every gentlcman timt answercd to the name of 
Mac Diarmid. But though complete, as far as it went, thia 
method of avenging himself came not up to the refinement 
in cruelty of which a mind like his was capable. No: aa 
the Indian seeks to prolong the sufierings of his captive, 
afler he has fastened him to the deadly stake, so Duart gavc 
the reins to his ingenuity, for the purpose of devising aome 
process, by means of which he might gorge himseK as it 
were, upon tlie misery of the Mac Diarmids.' They ah^d 
perish by slow dcgrecs. Hope should be kept alive in nie 
bosoms of individuals only that its extinction might.be tbe 
more keenly feit, and, one after another, they would fall ander 
blows from. which they had severally flatteied tbemfielves 
that they were safe. Nor was this all. Duart htA many needy 
kinsmen, for whom it was desirablc to profiÖei" ■ Theao be 
determined to settlc on the farms, as oneafter adather, tbej h 
feil in; and thus, ere the general crash camc, the survivof» |iö 
•of the race of Diarmid would have-been witnosseä to th0 
expulsioü of theii IdnOLie^, «Lii<ü \)ci(i «i^<(:r>3i^«.\iacL of tbeir o«* 
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ftrms by men v^hom they htd iteea taoght fromi-inftncy to 
regard asonemies. '! . . -.. >. . 

Big-with tbese determinations, and gloating over the piCf* 
tares of misery which iiisMiolhah iniai^iDatioii ccinjiii^ up, 
Duart qüittRd hia hötrie o» the inorbing.^previoüs ta tbo day 
wbich was to witness bis first exertion of- arbitrary power. 
For the trarssterence of Dooiatre.to a- kinsman of bis own, 
ao »on as the prcsent occupaat should have outrun bis bour. 
1bf graoc, be bulaiready made'arrangementa. Tbere oeed- 
od, indecd, but the formal üxecution of a distress in order to 
accomplisb tbat inipoitaut purpose; and,to render tbat legal, 
the presence of the sheriö^a subctitute was abat)IutoLy neces- 
atry. Duärt, iberefore, quitte<i biä bomie, and repaired to Fort 
VVüliam, where Mr. Playfause's buaincHS lay, and wbitber. 
he had directed bis needy cou8iQ,..a weaver from Glasgow, 
to hasten. He found tbem truc to! tbeir trystes, and, having 
spent aa ovening of disgusting dcbaucbery, duriug tbe . 
pauses of vvbicb bis plans werearranged, he slept tbat night 
the bonoured gu(^st of a knave as beartless aa bimselfl 

"Well, Peter," «aid Duart to tbe. writer,-.aa bis own 
place being secured in tbe stem-sheets of tbe boat, be in- 
vited bis companions to make thetnselves comibrtable ;. " I 
think we sball make short work.^of! tbese . limoiära to-day. 
The law is on ouv aide famously, and, iike experiejiced sol« 
diers, we can.pusb our approachea free; from every tbing) 
Approaehing to risk or annoyance." . . 

^ No doubt o^' tbat, Duart," replied tbe maaof parcbment, 
apreading a plaid soas to render bis seat cornrnodiousi at 
the same timc tbat it cnabled bim to wrap up smigly in tbe 
cvent of a showcr. ** We have the law witbuut us througb- 
eut, and one pHrchment-scroll is wortb ä hundred broad- 
swords now-a-days, thanks to the Dukoand bis loyal foilow- 
ersL You have b«^n. vcry mcrciful- ^3 tbese catarans; I 
oonfefls tbat I think you bnve been- too mucb sa" . 

**Not a wbit, not a wbit^ writer. One pities the delu- 
ooosof mintaken men, and it is but a Christian *b part ^o 
bear with tbem. But putience may certainly be worn out, 
^ I don*t mean to deny tbat the caäie is so iii the present . 
iostance. Yet I do res^tci the ruin of an ancieiit family. 
I am of an.old family myself, and it goes to my beart to 
break down a bouse uhncwtlt.as hoiiourable ad my own." 

"Tbat is Vera bumauo in yoii, Duart, verymerciful, in- 
^ecd. But,. afler . a* yo(ir poleetical diflferencest.there^s an 
Oflco kindly feeling among ymi geutlemen o' auld ßimilios, 
notwithHtaiKlinüf- Wliat thi-pk yc, Maister Arcbibald V 
"Trotb, I kenna >vhat yö call auld feiavYvea^^^ t«t^\^vioÄ 
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OQUsin toiwhoin tli^ appeal wts made ; " and I-dar iay, we*re 
as auld aa MacuUamore himaelf. But mj father ne*er 
blaated ttrackle about' hk family«. He waa an honett bntcher 
in th&^rtiall8,.aiid hia brother,. Duait*B father there, uaed 
' tq rin errenda'fbr hini. I mind your fiuher weel, Duart^^ 
a.vera^|lOIlelt-^<H*-'*^ : i: .. • 

r'^.Iidcn't daubt it, oousin," interrupted Duart; *' but what 
tbink ye of- the atate of the aky ? I.am- muckle afraid that 
ar'gtorm-ia brewingr.. J xion't like the aeud of the cloodii 
at ail." ' 

- It seem^d aa if the boatoien entertained the aame opi- 
monsf'for the eanvaas^ which had been originaHy 8prea4 at 
laijB^e to catch the light air that blew, waa gathercd in. Bat 
neithcr Duart nor hia boat'a crew proved akilful progndati- 
cators of'tbe wcather. The wind, instead of riaing, feil, tili 
tbere came an abaolute calm. Nevertheleaa, the wavea, aa 
if acteid upon- by some power auperior to that of ordinary 
nature, roae to a prodigious height, and rolled on, tipped at 
iutervala with a coat of foam. A aort of wild moaning noiae, 
raoreo?er, carae down the corriea, and awept acroea the bo- 
boni of tho loehj while the echo catching it up, acnt back a 
revorberation not unlike a furioua and unnatural peal of 
laughter. Under such circuinatancea.the.factor'B bärge held 
ita couTsei' >The aails .flapping uaeleaaly againat the maat, 
the erb ^ werecompelled to make way %'rowingt which, in 
consequence of the prodigiouaawell, proved an ezceedingly 
uitpleaaant täak«; and faence aome houra were expended in 
crosarn^ an arm of the aea, which, in ordinary caaea, a well« 
manned' boat might cross in Icsa than one hour and a 
quarter. 

Nooh was cofcisiderably passed when, fätigued, agitated, 
and, to a certain dcgree, labouring under the influence of a 
saperstitious apprehension, the crew drove the bow of the 
boat againet the pier. There waa no difficulty in aecaring 
it there ; but the swell was such that Duart, in hia attempt 
to reach tHo land, feil backwards, and narrowly eacaped Im- 
mersion in the. water. He disembafked, notwithstanding, 
and beihg foHowcd by the writer, bis cousin, and two at- 
tendants, he walked forward, in the first instance, towarda 
Glenarroch.- He had no horses: he was determined that 
the clän should fcel how completcly they were at hia mercy. 
Ho cHose tO'Uiake a requisition on thia obnoxious brauch of 
it for bis o\^n and bis attendants* meana of conveyance. 
He, therefbre, afler aending forward one of hia gilliea to ex« 
piain h'iB wants, proceeded leisurcly in the diroction of the 
aveoue, and reaohed Üie ^le V\\}ti<Q»XmQfi^vcy^ by the way 
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with: aoy ^»etfnatances «alculated to «öccfte «itheFinispicioQ 

vAay Jemand- Coming fromJiR.aeknowIedged a^^kit öf the 
reigfimg- ikmily-wMild ha?Q' been reo<^iye3 atGienarrock 
withr ^Ktrertie'diEltaste ; in the* predent mstance, Üve order to 
strpply Duart'and hisietttendiBUfits with borses waa listened to 
witfvin&rked unfMitienco,' and many an anxiöus .eye .was 
lHurncd in various directions with the hope of finding in Al- 
^an a ready leader in the Opposition which all were prepared 
to ofibr. But Allan came not. He was gone, no one knew 
wbere, And numbers wbo were ready to dare every tbing, 
if reqoired by- an acknowledged leader, remained Süllen^ 
but inaetive^ because the mind to direct was wanting. 
Honcs wer^.accordingly furnishedv though witb undi» 
ffuiend reluctänce; and Duartand his party being met not 
mr from the landing-place, mounted, and set forward in 
Order. 

Tfae weatber, which had been lowering from the moment 
when they launched the pinnace, now darkened around 
them to a degree absolutelyappalling» Dense black cIomcIb 
coUected over the face öf the sky, and though the grase 
was inotionleesf there came down through the reüs in the 
mountaina a wailing aound, well calculated to strike with 
alarm thö minds eyen'of the bravest. The sea, moreover, 
though toesed by notempcst, rose evcry moment roore and 
moro fbrmidabiy, while long and heavy waves threw them* 
selvea against the shore, and broke up in volumes of scat- 
tered and frothy foam. The wrlter and his immediate pro* 
teg^i Mr. Mac Alpine of the Gorballs, iooked fearftilly 
around them. ** l teil you whot," said the latter, pressing 
his horse close tothat of Duart, *^I don't half like this busif 
ness. Nature secms to have ort her &ce against our pro^ 
ceeding— *«t least, to-day. Let us go back, for surely no 
good will come of it.". 

Duart heard him, and the working of his imtagination was 
every way in accordance with the sentimeiits of bis relativ^ 
He, not less than the Speaker, had been powerfully affected 
by what he saw and heard, and, in spite of all that he cc.uld 
dotothe contrary, the superstitious prejudices peculiaf to 
his age and country, gained^if not ani absolute, mastery, jat 
least a strong influenne omsrh-iin. Neverlheless,- there waB 
a posaion ai work within notie^s engrossing. than superstir 
tioD. He had- been duped where'hc expectedto dupe othßvß; 
he had .been detectod in a matter. tt-befe-hiS; vanity.wa^ 
deeply concerned. Thnse were wrongs which he knew not 
how toibr^ive; and, had it been made c\ew\öVi\'KV>iQa.Vx^ 

16" 



r 



"> 



176 ALLAN BREOK. 

vengeTvu td ^be übtained only by some esctraragatat penönal 
sacrifice, he would have made it without a murinur» pro- 
nded on\jiäe jend.were gained. Thoush, .ther€ifore»'tbe 
writer.joiAed With his relative, and tbough thor^ vfraa« le^ 
otet monitor within which repeatedly cautioned him- to act 
on- tbe bintfl they gave, he refused to be guided by thcar 
coonads, and, afiecting a bravery.to which ia leality lie liria 
a ätum^eir, he insiated on preasing on. J| 

Thelittle cavalcade pursued their progreaa'in profounJ^ 
silence.: They looked round, but not a living aöul-jvraa to 
be se^n, either on the road, or along the sidot of'the hiuii^ 
or besidb the morgin of the water. It was a-Adneof total 
desolation, to which the absolute stillness of |ii»e airadded 
sot little offbrce: indeed, their own voicea, 4bough nev&t 
hiised above a;Whi8per, sounded loud and inharmonioufliin 
the ears of the Speakers. Once or twice Duart paosed/.as 
if irresolute ; but, af\er a brief interval, he, on each occasion, 
recovered himself.- ^'Forward ! forward !" at length be.crled 
aloud ; " this day sets the matter at rest for ever. ■ It k but 
-to conquer at first, and all that follows is easy." He aaid 
this, apparently to the writer, who rode close to.his side, 
tbough the tone in which it was uttered was sufficlently au- 
dible to be heard at least fifly paces beyond the Speaker. 
. They had now travörsed tbe greater portion of -the epace 
which intervened between Glenarroch and Ardmoria, and 
were approaching a bend in the road, at tbe extreinity of 
"which uprose that eminence of which we havo ali^ady 
fipohen, as the Fairy Knowe. It was a pecuÜErly.romantic 
isjpot, for a little stream, or burn, brawling dowowards at the 
tase of the hillock, swept its clear current accoss the road, 
and a grove of beautiful wych-elms overshadowed the nar 
tural tcrraces which connected the road with the precipi- 
tous mountain. ^^ Thank God !" said Duart, aa, after passing 
from beneath the shadc of these trees, he eraei^red once 
more upoti the opieh track: *^I did not quite relish. that 
€ombre pass : biit we are safe now, at all events,—- thank 
God!" 

He had completed the senteuce but a moment, and bis 
relative, tp whom ho addressed himself, still leaned towards 
him, when the report of a single musket was heard. There 
was HO titne to löok around — thought itself could not work, 
<re the effect of that shot became apparent. Duart sprang 
vpwards from 'bis sandle, and, without uttoring a cry or a 
groaA, föll prostrato to the earth. 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 



: Stupifibd with horroTi and uncertain how far their own 
iate roight be involved in hid, Duart's attendants poeseseed 
DO power to move, either for the purpoee of rendering amist- 
ance to thoir fallen companion, or of instituting a search 
ftfler the aseassin. Involuntarily, indeed, their eyes turned 
npwards to the epot wbencei a wreatb of smoke ascended, 
aadtbey saw, or fanciied that they saw, the figure of a tall 
fKMo; muffled in a cIoak,;pasB rapidly among the trees. But 
of -foUowing the fugitive, Bo.one appeared to entertain an 
■ideav and Ihe man was, in consequence, permilted to escape 
vnrecogniGed. Nay, Duart bimself lay where he had fallen, 
unnoticed, at least hy his kinsman. One hurried glance, 
and only one that individual threw towards bim ; when sud^ 
denly wheeling his horse^ he Struck bis heels violently into 
the-animars üanks, and eet off at a gallop. The writer, 
4¥ith hifi official, imnaediately fbllowed äe'example, and all, 
-ezcept * poor menia], loO; tlie factor to his fate. . 

While nis betters thus looked to their own safety, by re- 
Ciring with as little delay as possible to the boat, Duart*s ser- 
vantapproached hia maater-r-wbom be'ibund picrced throuffh 
■tihe i«ck with tworbulleta, and bleeding profusely. The 
maniaaw, to use afavourhe phraseöf the old romances, that 
" there waa no need of a aurgeon ;" but the reapect whicii 
hia countrymcn in general entertain for the mortal remaidb 
«veo of a Btranger, induced him to drag the body out of the 
Toad, and lay it decently, with the face, downwards, under 
a tree. This donc, he aet off in the diroction of Ardmore, 
fi>r the purpoae of communicating to itsinmates intelligence 
of the foul deed, and obtaining assiatance in the removal of 
the slain to some better place of ahelter. But though ht 
used the utmost expedition, he found, on bis arrival at Ard- 
more, that the information, of which he believed himself to 
be tba bearer, b&d preceded him. The uUAQi8X)M]iiieic>YcA^^ 
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not unmixcd with alarm, prevailed ; and, amid tho confuBioti 
incident to such a State of thinors, tlie commoneetdictateso' 
prudcnce seemed to be neglected. 

Shrewd and keen-sightiS, as well as stront^ly tinetured 
with thc passion of revon^e, which is said to flourish no 
where in ^rcatcr vigour than in the Highlands of Scotland, 
the man kept all his eyes and ears about him, and became, 
while an accidental inmate of Ardmore, witness to manv. 
transactions, of which he carefully treasured up the recol- 
lection, against the öxiy of ioquiryy which he foresaw orrast 
come. In particular, he öbeerved ttiaVa tall man, fearfally 
seamed with the small pox, was thcre — and he heard that 
person allude, in very remarkablc terms, to the recent atro- 
city. It appeared, indeed,as if thB oonversattnn, of which 
he overheard only t pa>t, hadbecniigioing on fbr eome time, 
inasmuch as the fcw sentenccs 'thati reached bim, related 
manitestly to disctissions which' tiad gone before. • '< 

" 1 enter into your feelinjrsj" said Ardmore, apparendy in 
reply to dorne Observation od the part of the stran'ger, ** and 
highly üpprove of your intended resohxtion. I regret, hov- 
ever, that the mcansut my diFpoeal sbould fall shoft of yoor 
want8 ; but to fi ve Jacobusos, I make you heartily welcome ; 
and shouild aiiy acciüent detain>you so ionjpr, I will endear 
voiir'to'transtnit to the proper quttrCera farther supply three 
days hence. It is an utifortunate bu^fnete tor üb all ; but m 
your case, there is but one coürse to be purstied." 

The man accopted the proifered money, took up a eloak 
which he had cast aside, and withdrew-^leaving a horrible 
impression upon the mind of one out of the many who Die- 
ser vcd him, that he was not now eeeä in that garb fbr the 
first time. I *' 

The truthis,thnt within lessthan half an houi* from the 
fall of Duart, the fumily at Ardmörei who were in momeiv- 
tary cxpectatiot) of his arrival, found their rctirement Ab- 
nfplly brnken in upon by the individual whom, above all 
ttth<>rf:, they least desired^to see. 'Allan Breck burst unex- 
pticteA\y into thc room where thny were sittingj. Tbough 
not usually givcnto betray in the workings of his coante* 
nanc<? the passioh' either of surprise or alarm,. it waa easy 
to perceive that he had-been drawn thither by some extra- 
ordinnry Impulse. Thcre was a slipht flush upon his cheek, 
his eye wnvercd; and ortee or twice he passed his band across 
his browi ero be snocceclcd in overconiing a certain inoxpli- 
cablc ao-itation, which it was manifestly his dewre **) cen* 
Ctal. All thvp, howevGT, cä^wv^^ ^^«a <iV litxio in it xcur- 
ibnce than wc have coasameÖL m ^«tct^vc^^ \v.\ ^VsanL^ä 
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sbruptiy demancled whetbrer they knewwhat had befallen? 
— 'A common exclamation, expresBive of ignorance,' was the 
aiiswerr. 
' M Then I have to inform you," continued hö, «. that Duart 

^^^'Dead t" cried tbe little party in ama^ement and hoiror. 
*• Where 1— how 1— when ?" 

" At the foot öf the Fairy Knowe; mithin these threequäh; 
tAn of an hour, he has oeaecd to Hve. Some one has shot 
hira tdth an aim fatally correct" 

" God have mercy !" exclaimed Fergus: " vrho can Üave 
d6ne tbis deed r . 

« That I Jcnow not," answered Allan, " bat of tbe fect yoa 
may rest assured ; and it remains for you to decide upon 
the stepe which you esteem necessary to take. As far as I 
am concerned, the sooner I quit the country the better. A 
fitrict'Bearch will of course be instituted afler the rourderetr, 
and'where that goes on, 1 must not remain. The assaasin 
may eacape, bot the deserter from the Elector'sarmy is eure 
tb be* fbund, and bis lifS», in that case, is not worth an hour's 
poTChase." 

Fergus and Parson Neil could only stare at one another 
in mute dismay, which Marcelly seeing, bastily quitted 
tbe room, Bcarcely more shocked at tbe nature of the in* 
telli^nce than eager to avoid the presence of bim wbo con* 
veyed it ' 

The discnssions naturally arising out of tbe Information 
just given were in progress, when Duart'd sörvant made bis 
appearance. He came but to confirm a tale of which tbe 
family were already informed, and perbaps at any-other 
moment would have been treated with neglect, if not with 
harshness. But a sense of danger is, under all circum- 
stances, apt to render men condescending to those around 
them, and hence the menial of one whom, but an hour ago, 
the family rcgarded as their deadliest foe, was received 
with roariced hospitality. The consequence was, that op- 
portunities were afibrded him, of which he fkiled not to take 
advantage. He heard Allan allnde a^in to bis projected 
flight, and speak of the peculiar hardahip of bis case, defi- 
cient as he was in funds adequate to carry him even to the 
coast; and he saw Fergus, after rcplying in the terms already 
quoted, put a purse into his hands. All thesc occurrences the 
man noted with a careful eye, and, as the event proved, 
made haste to dcscribe them where he surmised that the in- 
formation would be acceptablCr 

To otder out bis people for the ipuftpooe o!^ ie\!&RP9V&^^^' 
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bpdjr of Dimrt: to jt/plaee^-of ehelter^ ;arid to despatchatnes^. 
sanier .to,th§ neare^ town, wilh an account of whätbad- 
happened, were proceedings which prudence, as .well a^R>: 
S9qi^pf,(ij[^|jS,cpDip6lled Fergus in»rnediately to adopt. It 
was a great point wilh him at least to soflen, if he cöi^not- 
aUsc^utely .avqrl ttie apgßvof thejGdyernmedt, which he was 
well aware wuuld, according to immemorial custom, involve' 
tl^,ii;iDoc|^nt(.ijD[^Qfi0;CQipfYioa /Tumiiwiththe guilty. He, 
t^|:/s%% .aoxupM .not* (o display. ibe fulLamouDt of that: 
interest which he reaily toök in the accjdent, hopin^. tfaftt 
by si(ct> mOiMji^va'favourable Impression, might be produced, 
and himself, at least, freed froin suspicion. Yet it cannoti 
b^ deoied thaj^.a dark. suspicion did crod^iiis loind, that öVen 
as an indiyiciual be might find trouble from the accident; 
fbr he knew the kindiofestiination in which the chief authoi 
rities beld.hiaij and doübted not Uieir willingness to crush' 
hi^ whenevj^r: a convenient oppbrtunity should occur.: Il- 
was, theretpre, under a.strang^-nii^tureof feeling,of alarm, 
bor.ror, anx^ety and bope, that he busijed himself, as we have : 
just represenled, adding this testimojiy |ju bis abhörrence of 
the foul transaction, that of bis own accord he offered a-Te«; 
ward ihr the d^isoovery.of tbe culprit. NevertbelesS) the 
lapse €f fourrand-twenty hoUrssufflced tp^convince him, that: 
hiff plans were as futiie)as:the eod which hd sougbt to attaia > 
hy them lay Ar beyond bis reacb« ' : - 1 v ,j . ■ ■ ■_ 

Allan Brock, aller a brief interview with bis mother, had; 
oacried bi6,thr.eat.intQ execution, iod.fled. .Hequitted.the 
country qn.th^v^ry night ofXhe murder« leaving no.traceef 
the route which he deiMgned to tbi^ow; nor were there want* 
ing persons who harboured something tnore than a vague 
suspicion that bis Äight was not wbolly attributable to the 
cause <whijQh he himself assigned for it Be this, however, 
as it niay,:' Allan was gone, and those whoni he left behind 
were in dpijibt and su^pense, whcn to.wards evening, on the 
day Bucceeding.the raurder — the corpse lyin? as yet ua- 
claimed in a.cottage near.the sf)ot where it feil — a Ibrmida» 
ble body of iroops eirttered' Stralh Diarmid. Tb ey were 
headed by the Deputy Sheriff of the county, and brougbt 
with them.pr.inted pröclamations, wliich required the people, 
on pain of military execution, to give up, within a limited 
time, tho a^sassin to justice.: That, bowever, wns nut l\e 
only nor the «loöt important öbject of. the expoditioii. T'^e 
troops marched upon Ardrnoce, dreW upin auch ordej- ru^ to 
p^ev^jot tlie* posriibility of ingress or egressr and, et a given 
tf/o-nil, groundod their arms.- ; Immediafcely the Depu... 
ßhe/i^ attendcd by ih« covaävwiÄxs^s qSac^dt wi^tccv ww«v 
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entert^ the hou8e,-and FergroBi byvirtae of aiwarraint^ to 
. wbich the sigDature-ofArgyle . Was attaehed, found himself 
. ft prisoner. 

At the period of wbich we are now writiog, to treat witfi 
common delicacy, &r lese wilbgenerasity, a person «ituated 
BB Fergx» Mac Diarmid was, woakiihave . been to incur tbc 
displeasure of ä GovernmeiH dd( yet ehtirely recoveredifrom 
the alarm with whicb the rebellion of -1745 had afiected it. 
6o at least the authofities seeroed to think by- whom tbe 
privacy of Ardmore was violatcd ; for neithör the entreaties 
of tbe father, nor tbe prpfound distress of the daughter, had 
upon thcm the smallest efibct Fergus was not so much as 
permitted to bestow a parting benediction od bis child, but 
being draggcd forcibly from her preseocc, was committed 
to the keeping of a guard, and marched oS, without a räo- 
ment's'delay, to. Inverary. Nor was greater regard paid to 
tbe unhappy Situation of Marcelly, deprived, as it so chancedt 
even of sucii support as Parson Neil-might have affi>rded 
her. She, as weJi as the domestic8;<>were told to coosi- 
der tbemselves prisoners — an aonouncement to which tbe 
planting of a sentry at the door of a room into which they 
were indiscriminately tbrust, served to give additiono} effect; 
while every drawer and crevrce throughout tbe hpuse was 
ransacked for papens, all of which were seaied. up and re- 
moved. Nor did the outra^e end here. The se&rch being 
completed, 6rst Marcelly, and theo the servants, were con- 
ducted one by one into the presence =of the civil officer, by 
whom they ander went a long and' harsh examination nn tbe 
subjcct of Fergus^s general l^haviour throughout the period 
when bis intercourse with Duart was most frequent How 
her corapanions in trouble mierht have answered it was of 
course impossible for Marcelly to teil ; buL her own replies 
were, as the truth rcquired, absolutely devoid of/meaniog; 
yet she saw, not without a shuilder, that they were ca/efuUy 
noted down and sot aaide, for what pürpoee it was scaicely 
possible to doubt. ' ■. . 

- By such means as these were. tbe spirits of Maroelly kept 
-fromsinking under the shock which the sudden arrestof 
her father had occasionod ; for it is,certain that excitement, 
even though of a painfal nature« is the best palliative that 
can be applied to sudden calamity. The very hurrore of 
thai night kept her,:indöed, froin brooding over misfortunes 
as yet in the distance;! and>hence tho pogsiblis.result of her 
arrest, Pendered,.doubtlete4.terrible<rrom thedeflfree ofmys- 
tery in Which the whoie aflSur was as yet involvcd, faiLcdsto 
aßect her aa it ötaerwisQ would *, foc w\t.\i Vvot ^v^\iiva»Ki^Si^as&. 
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tbe presenoe of tbeiexftotiiiHDgfifuhdtionary, her tvials by no 
means caoie to aa cnd. £veii n^.the seclusion of her own 
apartment she escaped not the contamination of bein^ an 
involuntary ear-tritness to tue rüde xevelry of tho soldiers, 
who» taught to r^gard thecnaelves as at. free quarters in an 

. enemy'a countty , !put jod, seatraint upoii thein hiimoura No 

. wonder, then« that her appveiienaioDs sbouid have become 
hour by hour more .purely «elfish, inasnuich: a^ ehe knew 
lierself to. be without a protector, and she could'not teil to 
.what lenglhs the brutality of such men might carry thera. 

. It was tsonsiderably past midnight, and the sounds of re- 
velry and turoult were heard nomore, when Marcelly, who 
had not ventured to lie down* hecame sensible of a strong 

. smell, as of burning timber. She paid to itv for awhile, no 
attention, but the smeli becoming more and noore oppressive 
every moment, her. fears began by degrees? to take a new 
direction. She rose froni her seat^ and, fbrgetful of the 
horrors whiohhad recently filled her»roind, e ndea vonred to 

•pass out into the Jobby. To her unspte kable dismay £^e 

'£>und that her chamber-door was fastened on the outside; 

Aod hence that, whatever emergency might arise, all means 
of egress were cut off, for the window, to whicit she invo- 
luntarily ran, ofibred no channelof escape. It was a case- 

■ment, set in an iron frame, of whicha very säiaU portion 
opened at tlio centre, while its elevation from tiie ground, 
at the very top of the house, wouid, of itselfyhtve rendered 

-the desccnt perilous in the extreonoe. .Marcelly clasped her 
hands in agony, for the gradual accamulatioxi of smokc in 
the Chamber had already conßrmed her worst apprehensions. 
The house was on fire, — and utiless Providence should 
especially interfere to prevent it, she must perish anrid tbe 
flames. 

In acriving.at this oonclusion Mafcelly had not deceived 
heiBeif: hofig before tbe debauch cdmeto a close, the 
house had cäught fire, and ere a oonsciousness of danger 
succeeded in rousing its inmatcs, a considerable portion of 
the lower story was in ablaze. .-Then, rndeed, there arose 
a tunuilt, to convey any correct notion of which language 

■ were inadequate. £itupified, some witb liquor, others wich 
fear, the soidiers ran one againat another, all eagcr to escape 
from the fury of the confiagration, and allequally indifferent 
as to the fate of others. Mean while itbeir shouts and cries 
mingliug with the roar of the confla^gratitin, produced a din 
which mighthave awakened thedead, and, which efiectually 
prevented even such as weresöber and collected from look- 

■' wg fiir beyond their own Indavidual casea The conseqaence 
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ivas thtit tbe buildin^ was soon emptied of its inmates, few 
imoDg whom, however, thought it necessary to carry aught 
ilong with them, or endeavoured by the slightest exertion ^^ 
to oppose the progress of the flameB. ^p 

While the soldicrs stood in groups idly gazing upon the 
ruin which they had wrought, Marcelly bcheld, with what 
fcelings the imagination may best depict, the rapid ap- 
proaches of a death more horrible to contemplate than per- 
haps any other to which in civilizcd life men are liable. She 
faeard the increasing roar of the flames, — she experienced 
the growing pressure of the atmosphere, — she saw the 
smoke eddying-in in sable folds through the Chamber, — and 
withal came the conviction that escape was impossible. In 
vain she endeavoured, by elevating her voice, to be heard 
above the tuinult that prevailcd. As well might the lark 
raise bis note amid a thunder-storm, or the mariner pipe his 
whistle amid the hurricane. Her cries were drowned by 
the noises which seemed to herald her Coming dcstiny, and, 
desparing of succour, she ccased, for a brief space, to utter 
them. But the instinct which urges all animals to struggle 
hard for life is not apt, even at the worst, to lie dormant, in 
either young mcn or young women. Having again, and 
with as little efiect as formcrly, tried the door, Marcelly 
spraqg upon a stool, and thrusting her arm from the case- 
ment, waved a white handkerchief as a signal of distress. 

'' By heavens, there is some one in that Chamber !'^ ex* 
claimed a voice. 

" It is Miss Marcelly, it is Miss Marcelly !" pried another, 
which she instantly recognised as that of her nurse ; " save 
her, for heaven's sake save her !" 

" Make way there !" cried the first Speaker ; " Be she 
who she may, she shall not perish if I can help it." 

Marcelly heard no more : the increasing density of the 
vapour, not less than the conviction that she had thrown her 
last Card, caused her bretahing to come with difficulty, and 
ßhe feil back in a State of Stupor on the floor, 

When consciousness returned, Marcelly fbund herseif 
lying on the earthen floor of an out-house, her head sup- 
ported on the lap of Christian, and a group of persons, whose 
countenances were for the most part stränge to her, Standing 
near. Thev were all busied in paying to her the most deli- 
cate attcntions; yet there was one among them .whose 
Anxiety appearod more lively than that of the rest, and who .^^,^ 
Qo soon er beheld her eyes open and her colour return, than. 
he expressed bis satisfactioa in glowing letma. 'MImc^öeJ' 
taraed Howards t/ie /Speaker, and beheld a yo\xug ixäel dt ^«rj- 
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prepossessing appearance, over whose garments it waf not 
difficult to discoyer that fire had receDtly passed. OnQ.of 
his bands, moreover, seeroed to bc powerless, apparently 
from thc effects of a recent injury, and there was an anima- 
tion in his manncr, and a sparkle in his eye, whicti told her 
at once that she beheld her deliverer. She raised herseif 
to a sitting posture, and would have spoken, had not one of 
*the young officer's conorades prevented her. 
V** Now then, Middleton/' said this person, ** you see that 
pra,lives, be pcrsuaded to have your hurts looked to : there 
are no injuries so hard to eure as those occasioned by fire; 

j^-*^ and the night air may bring on we know not wbat conae- 

" quences." 

"Never mind me," was the answer; "make her your 
first care, doctor ; I shall apply to you for help by and by." 
But he who was last addressed would not listen to the 
proposition ; and Middleton was at length compelled to sub- 
mit himself to the discipline which the surgeon of the regi- 
ment saw fit to order. 

The remainder of the night passed by without the occur- 
rence of any other event worthy of repetition. Marcelly, 
who had been rescued at the imminent hazard of a brave 
man^s life, experienced no lasting or serious inconvenience 
from her fright, and feit too thankful for the escape w^ich 
she had made, to permit the minor considerations of imraedi- 
ate discomfort to afiect her. On the returu of daylight, 
howevcr, she solicited and obtained pcrmission to remove to 
a cottage in the strath ; where, under a sort of parole of 
honour that she would not quit the country without leave, 
she was permitted to residc. But the spectacles that met 
her from day to day were not such as she oould endure to 
look upon. A relentless soldiery let loose upon an unr6- 
sisting people committed excesses, of which, to describe the 
Icast, were to offend the delicacy of the reader ; and even 
Marcelly herseif more than once narrowly escaped the deg- 
radation to which almost all around her were subjected. 

In the midst of these disiresses she derived her chief Sup- 
port from the kindness of Parson Neil, who, having bee» 
absent at the moment when Fergus suffered arrest, found 
himself by some fortunate chance exempt from the captivity 
which had overtakcn his patron. Unkiiown to her, too, she had 
a protector arnong the soldiets thomselves ; namely, the same 
Englieh officer who had leatw^^ Vvex ^tq«\ >\\^ 4i&\^<s!^ ^sod 

M|^ who, though he i\eveT oUtuded \vvmÄ^\t \\\k^^\\^\^\vi^^^, 

^■LwBtched over her with the «lbsxÖlxxvX.^ o^ t^. >ütvi\>cv^\, '©«^ vsar 
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that, except once to satisfy his apprehensions on her account, 
he never presented himself at her new abode; and if they 
•occasionally inet elsewhere H was impossiblc to attribute 
the circunistance to any oiher cause than pure accident .^k 
Nor was this all. His raanner never varied from the first, ^^ 
being uniformly modest, respectfui, and delicate, such as a 
nice sense of honour is apt to call forth, particularly in the 
intercourse which a brave man maiiitains with the unfbrtu- 
nate. Nevertheless the Situation of Marcelly became day 
by day more grievous to be borne. From her father she re- 
ceived no comrnunication, her repeated entreaties to be ad- 
mitted to his presence were rejectcd, and the restraint which 
had been wantonly put «pon her own personal liberty was 
not without much ueeless delay removed. At last, however, 
Intimation was given that she might diepose of herseif as 
ehe saw best, — and she gladly took advantage of it, to re- 
«love, with her faithful tulor, to the vicinity of that pilo 
«vithin wkich Fergus lay immured. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



While these things were in progress elsewhere, Fergos 
lay a lonely captive in the prison at Inverary, — a rode and 
massive pile, which the improvements of modern times have 
. long ago swcpt away. His treatment there was, fbr awhile, 
of the harsliest and most oppressive description. Rigidly 
'Coopcd up with in a narrow cell, and cut off from all com- 
municatiori even with his legal ad visers, the sole intercourse 
which he maintained with his fei low men, consisted in the 
few and conimon-place salutations that passed between him 
and the jailer; varied, indeed, at remote intervals, by in- 
quisitoriai visits from the agents of the parties at whose suit . 
the intended prosecution was about to be conducted. It waA 
to no purpose that he entered, throunh such unfrieodl; 
Channels, repeated protests aga\r\&l Ü\\a \\\^wö\ x^'^ 
lijs applicationä to be altöwed Ü\e bew^^X. o^ 'tw^wa^ 'w 
Jtfjr a rare distortioji of aulhorily, Te^o.cVe<i\ ^vl^ ^n««iJ^ 
^ütreaties that, at leaat, his daughlet mVgVÄ'üö ^tw\V\ä^ 
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Visit bim, laiied to receive attention. It seemed, ind^ed« as 
if tbe hercditarv enemies of bis bouse were determined to 
Crash bim at all bazards ; and tbe persuasion that the caae 
was so, sunk like iron into bis souL 

Such was the order of tbings» as far as related to Fergus» 
during several weeks, whicb, on tbe part of Parson Neil, 
were spent in strenuous endeavours to secure for bis friend 
that assistance whicb tbe urgency of bis case required. 
Having settled Marcetly in her bumble lodging, under tbe 
care of a family in wbose bonour he could confide, tbe Par- 
son set out for the metropolis, where he made every exer- 
tion to interest in favour of the prisoner such advocates as» 
from tbe bent of their political principles, as well as by rea- 
8on of their known talents, were most likely to fight a des- 
perate battle with spirit and success. But bere again it 
soon appeared, that tbe superior resources and crafl of the 
enemy had prevented him. There was not a barrister of 
name whom the opposite partics had not, to a certain de- 
gree, retained ; while the few of inferior reputation that 
still stood unfettered, had all, by fiilse representations of tbe 
case, conceived a streng prejudice against it Nevertheless, 
the perseverance of *Neil Macpherson was not to be over- 
come in the conduct of any matter whicb be once took in 
band. He continued.his exertions with indefatigable zeal. 
and was in the end rewarded by obtaining not only the as- 
sistance of able professional men, but an order irom the 
Lord Justice Clerk of free adroission, both for them and bis 
private friends, to the prisoner's place of confinement. 

We pass over, without minute description, the few events 
that befeil between the reception of that order which gave 
to Marcelly access to her father's presence, and the event- 
fiil day which was to decide wbether Fergus should return 
to Society with a reputation untarnished, or die the death 
of a malefactor. Enough is done wben we State, that amid 
numerous causes of dejection and sorrow, the renewal of 
that intercourse which had so long been cut off, was feit, 
both by the captive and bis child, as a blessing unspeakable, 
and that she became almost as constant an inmate of the 
prison as himself. Ou her part, too, there ceased not to ex- 
18t througbout a firm persuasion that all would yet be well, 
•od that the distresses of the moment would supply them 
in afler years only with topics of interesting conversation. 
Not on any occasion, therefore, did her grief partake, even 
lemotely, of the character of despair, while her manner be- 
Came day by day more cheeT?\i\,^xi^Viet cow^eraation more 
easy, The case was w\de\y d\Sfet«tÄ. ^* \«B^RRX^'^««gÄ 
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himseir. He knew, that if there was one object more than 
another which the head of the Clan Campbell desired, it 
was an opportunity to break up for ever the consistency of ^ 
a rival sept; and hc coiild not doubt, that the chance which W' 
Fortune had in the present instance thrown in liis way, 
would be urged to the utmost. .While, therefore, to bis 
daughter he affected to speak lightly of bis own danger, he 
wasat heart deeply impressed with itsextent; for bis know- 
Jedge of what had beeu done already, left hira no room 
to doubt, that every engine woüld be brought to bear for 
the purpose of sccuring against him a verdict of guilty. 

At last the day of trial came, and the prisoner, escorted 
by a guard of soldicrs, was led from bis dungeon to the ball, 
already filled by a crovvd of anxious spectators^ On the 
bench before him sat the deadliest enemy of his race, the 
hereditary Lord Jnstice-General of Scotland, supported by 
the Lord Justice Clerk, and another Judge, while, of the 
fifteen raen whom the jury-box containefd, not fewer than 
eleven had been selected from the dependants of Maculla- 
more. Had this occurred in England, it would have beea 
easy for the party ar-raigned to challenge, without reserw, 
all of whose impartiality he might entertain a suspiöion, 
But the law of Scotland gives no such privilege to the.un-* 
fortunate accused. Fergus, therefore, perceived at a glance, 
that the odds wcre foarfully against him, while the hints 
wbicb his counscl had dropped relative to the witncsses 
about to be examined by the prosecutor, had no tendency to 
render his fears less lively. Still he put a fy)\d face upon 
the matter, and answering with an unfaltering voice, that ^ 

**He was not guilty of the murder with which he was 
charged," the trial began. 

It may, perhaps, be necessary to inform some of our 
fiouthem readers, that the forms of the Scottish criminallavr 
confer upon the advocateof the panel, or prisoner, the some- 
what anomalous privilege of entering, immediately afler the v 

indictment and criminal letters have been read, on his 
client's defence. Tliis, as well as the replies of the crowa 
lawyers, compose what are called the pleadings to the re- 
levancy, during which, the arguments in point'of law, and 
evidence in point of fact, are fully gone into on both sides 
of the question. On the present occasion Fergu8*s counsel 
dwelt at much length upon the hardships which his clieot 
had undergone, particularly in the exclusion from profot^ 
fiional advice and assistance to which he had been in no eap 
inardinary a mannet condemned. Hq ^tcy^^^ xtsnXNfii 

17* 




190 ALLAN BBEOK. 

dilate upon the extreme improbability, that a gentieman, 
circumstanced as Ardmore was, could possibly erobark in 
an af&ir so uuprofi table, not to say so criminally base, as 
that in which he was asserted to be a prime mover. He 
pointed out, that bis client and the deceased had for many 
years been on a friendl]^ and familiär footing; that, through 
the partiality of Duart, Ardmore had been enabled to dis* 
Charge what he believed to be a soleron duty to bis kins- 
men, while, at the same time, the demands of the Grovem- 
ment were regularly and fully met. He hinted, that it 
could be shown in evidcnce, that ties more intimste than 
those of mere neighbourhood were about to be formed be- 
tween the parties, and that nothing but an accident, of 
which the efiects would have been in due time removed, 
hindered that design from being carried into execution. 
He explamed, that Allan Breck Mac Diarmid, the party as- 
serted to have been suborned, returned from France only 
the evening preceding that day on which the assassination 
took place ; and he challenged bis opponents to show, that 
80 much as five minutes of private conversation had even 
passed between him and the prisoner at the bar. ** And 
upon what grounds," continued ho, " is it, that my client is 
charged with so atrocious a crime ? My Lords, I find but 
one act performed by the gentleman who stahds in that 
dock, that can, by any perversion of human language, be 

Sronounced to savour even of imprudence. Afler the mur- 
er had been committed, his kinsman, Allan Breck, — noto- 
riously a dese^ter from the Royal army, and as such liable, 
in case of capture, to suffer death, — explained to him the 
peculiar circumstances in which he stood, and besought an 
advance of money to aid him in efiecting his escape to 
France. My Lords, politically speaking, a compliance 
with this demand was doubtless an offence of a grave na- 
ture ; but I put it to yourselves, whether, believing a near 
relative to have incurred no heavier moral guilt than this, 
there is one among you who would have hesitated to do as 
my client did, and so enabled your kinsman to escape." 

"I Protest, sir," interrupted the Lord Justice-General, 
** against such reasoning as this. You seem to forget, tiiat 
rebellion is the parent of almost every other ofience of which 
man can be guilty, and that he who favours the escape of a 
rebel and a traitor, is answerable for all the crimes ai Üie 
Criminal whom he favours. There is no honest man, fiir 
leea a judge, who wou\d a^l «a ^q\\t \Ti<a\\i\i^lvQTva imply." 

^ Be it 80» my Lotd,^^ wpYveÖL x\ä cw»\«k^\(sc% "'^^\ibä' 
pect it would be abud m&U^i Xa w^Wn ^te^^^\i:^a^ 
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of Argyle have taken up arms against their sovereigns, and 
hence that, if your Lordship's line of argumcnt be correct, 
by how many blots the arms of that noble house are stained. 
But let that pass. I merely wished to observc, that tho 
Single act of indiscretion with which I allow my dient to 
be chargeable, is one of which many honourable and upright 
individuals have been guilty, but which ought not, in your 
Lordships* minds, iMr in those of the gentlemen of the jury, 
to connect him in any way with the horrid deed which Allan 
Breck is presumcd to have perpetrated. But, my Lords, 
this is not all. My dient, if connected with this murder at 
all, which I will defy my learned friend, the Lord Advocate, 
to prove, — can be treatcd only as an accessary before the 
fact; and I humbly submit that no accusation can lie against 
an accessary tili the principal shall have first of all been 
found guilty. Obeerve, my Lords, that I hold this line of ar« 
gument strictly as a pointof duty on my own responsibility, 
because my dient is not only willing, but anxious, to have 
bis character fully cleared by a verdict from fifteen of bis 
upright countrymen. Nevertheless, I am bound to contend, 
that tili Allan Breck be first of all put upon bis trial, you 
cannot, in accordance with the tenor of Scottish law, call 
upon one who is not the principal in the outragc, to dear 
himself: — Primo, because, if the contrary practice were 
allowed, probation might be led against the principal, though 
absent, contrary to the fundamental law of this nation ; and 
it must first be provcn, he, the principal, committed the 
crime — primo debet constare de corpore delicti, before the 
accessary cän be convicted. 2^0- If the accessary must de- 
fend the absent principal, it may be of the most fatal conse- 
quence to both, though innocent. The principal's greatest 
enemies may be led as witnesses; and such defences as 
would have been sutficient to exculpate him entirely, majr 
be omitted. 3'»o. These principles are followed by the opi- 
nions of all lawyers who write upon the criminal law, and 
likewise by the practice of neighbouring nations, partica- 
larly of England, where the principal must be attainted after 
verdict or confcssion, before any judgment can be given 
against the accessary. But, 4*0- What I now plead I hum- 
bly apprehend*to be the law of Scotland ; for so it is ex- 
pressly said, Reg. Mag. chap. 26, B. 4; as well as chap. 83 
and 29 stat David IL ; and agreeable to these is the opinion 
of our great criminal lawyer, Sir George Mackenzie, laid 
down in the strongest terms in hia tlüe A.n\« P^n\«\«x.^ 
6fO' I muBt ohject for the panel lo t\ie xeVevwvüj oll ^ödoä 
libel, ümt tbe Acta and eireuDMiULiiceiB m^üXioci^ \ol >X« 
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though they should be fully proven, are not suflBcient to 
infer his being accessary to ihis niurder. fivery libel is a 
eyllogism ; the major proposition contains tfie crime, and 
the laws against that crime; the minor contains the facta 
charged against the panel.; and the conclusion is, that from 
these facts iie is guilty of the crime, and deserves to sufifer 
the pains of law. Novv, if the facts charged do not amount 
to the crime, the conclusion must be ft)se, and the charge 
irrelevant. This, I humbly apprehend, is the present caee. 
From the above narration of the facts, and what observa- 
tions I have already made upon them, I hope your Lord- 
ehips will be of opinion that the circumstances charged ia 
the libel are so extremely vague and trivial, that they are 
not.suflicicnt to bring the panel under so much as suspicion 
of the horrid crime laid to his charge." 

The yoiing man vvh'o stood thus boldly fbrward in support 
not more of his dient than of the laws, was listehed to with 
respectful silence ; but if we except Marcelly and Parson 
Neil, wiio occupied a retircd place in the court, he carried 
with him the sympathies of few indeed, out of a numerous 
and deeply prcjudiced auditory. A similar result attended 
the pleading of his second, save that on more than one oc- 
casion the Lord Justicc-General considered it not deroga- 
tory to the dignity of the bench to interrupt and browbeat 
him ; but when the crown lawyers began to speak, judges, 
jurymen, and spectators alike appcared to drink in each 
Word and sentence that feil from them. By these, the infe- 
rences which it had been attempted to draw from the rigid 
imprisonment to which the panel had been subjected, were 
vigorously resistcd. It was shown, that in point of fact no 
real hardship was sustained, inasmuch as the ingenuity of 
the defencc left little room to doubt that talent of the high- 
est Order had been actually engaged on the side of the ac- 
cused. " And when we come to facts, my Lords, what do ' 
we find ] My learned brother has said, that there is abso- 
lutely nothing, except the accidental advance of money to 
the fugitive, Allan Breck, which can in any way connect 
his clicnt with the foul deed of which the said Allan is al- 
lowed to have been guilty. If your Lordships will attend 
to me, I think I can make it sufficiently piain, that not onOi 
.bat a thousand circumstances, mostof them far from minute, 
Xeoder this case as clear as any that ever came under tho 
F'Cognizance of a legal tribunal. In the first place," and here 
ifhe iearned counsel euleteil u\io a detail of Fergus's life, 
more particularly, and^more buVjsXmiXasXX'j cott^^\. >Xft5ü nJöä 
finaoaer liad believed W poasÄAe tot Vvvm Vi ^vi^, ^>dä wsx-.' 
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tious policy of tbe Laird of Ardmore, — his anremittfngf zeal 
in the Jacobite cause, — tbe Steps which he had taken to 
meliorate tbe condition of bis clan, and to support bis chief 
in respectability abroad, — all tbese facta were stated whh 
as mucb precision as if tbe bero of the talc bad opened hia 
bosom to a confessor, and that confessor bad betrayed bim. 
Nor did tbe uncxpected narrative end bere. The jndges 
were made acquaintfd witb tbe tenor of that interconrae 
which bad well-ni^rbrought about a union between Mar* 
celly and the deceased. '* Nevertbeless,*' continuedthe 
Speaker, " all this proved to be but a continuation of that 
System of deceit and chicanery for which, from bis very 
loyhood, the panel had been renowned. Would you believe 
it, my Lords, — the prisoner at the bar not only never enter- 
tained the idea of fulfilling the pledges which he gave, bot 
adopted the basest and most atrocious means in order to 
falsify his own plighted troth ? Probably you have heard of 
a daring robbery committed upon a Government Courier 
wbile on his progress from this place to the residenceof tbe 
deceased Duart. I do not hesitate to charge tbe prisoner 
witb having devised and effected that schcme, and I sball 
be able to prove that this flagrant step formed but a link in 
the great chain which has at last terminated in this most 
foul and un natural murder.'* 

It will easily be irnnginod tbnt a dei^laration so peremp- 
tory, involving a point where be knew hiraself to be optn 
to attack, affected the prisoner very deeply. Involuntarily 
he Started, nor was it withoüt a streng eifort that be re* 
strained himself from giving utterance to certain expressions 
of horror and surprise which rose almost to his lips. Bat 
tbe exertion, thougb painful to the last de^ree, was made 
efiectually, and he regained a mastery over nimself so com- 
plete, as that he could pay a close and accurate attention to 
tbe Statements that followed ; and tbese were, to say tbe 
truth, if sometimes vague and disjointed, abundantly in^ 
nious. The pleader asserted that he was prepared with 
witnesses to prove, that from the day of that robbery the 
panel had become an altered man, even in his language. 
He had uttered frequent and unguarded threats, all of them 
implying that if the deceased should presume to act in obe- 
dience to the laws, he would find ample reason to repent 
his rashness. On the occasion, moreover, whon tbe de- 
ceased came to Ardmore for the purpose of investigating 
tbe robbery, the panel had behaved to bim with so mucE ■■, 
vioJence and insult, as to cause a \>tee\\>\\ÄVÄ ^"axÄawöSS^X 
*f tbe deaigoB. Bat tbese facta, t.Yiovxg\i ^\xt\vwtock^ ^^ssawj^ 
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grounfls of presumption, where feeble indeed, when con- 
trasted with other matters, to whicii he would call tbelr 
Lordships' attention. He was prepared to show that, not 
even the entreaties and remonetrances of tho taxraen 
themselves availed ^o bring the panel to reason. '* Aod 
why not, my Lords 1 Because he was aware that a ready 
Instrument of violence was at band ; and he preferred seek- 
ing a release from engagements into which he had entered 
through the blood of his victim, to afi^ honourablc and just 
terms of reconciliation that could be offered. My Lords, 
this Allan Breck arrives, no one knows from whence, the 
very evening preceding that day when it bccume the duty 
of the Government factor to eject certain defaulters from 
their lands. The first point to which he makes is Ardmore« 
and there, in the presence of a wholo concourse of wit- 
nesses, he throws out threats which the panel, thougb iü 
his own house, not ouly fails to reprove, but is well knovni 
to have encouraged. And vvhat foUows"? The unfortunÄte 
deceased is basely assassinäted, — not a band or foot is mov^d 
for the purpose of arresling the murdcrer; nay, the body is 
permitted to lie disregarded where it feil many hours, wt^ile 
the panel turns all his attention to matters of a widely <3if- 
ferent import. That very day he sees Allan Breck, ep- 
proves of his determination to flee the country, and actua.lly 
fiupplies bim with money sufiicient to defray bis expensesto 
the coast. 

" So mucb," continued the counsel, " for matters of fact; 
and now for the question which my learned brother h&B 
raised touching the legality of proceedings against an acces- 
sary, while the principal is at largp, or non inventus. My 
Lords, it is not true, that Allan Breck is charged in this 
libel as the principal, and FergusMac Diarmidasaccessai^i 
to the murderof the.deceasod Duart. Theyafe both charged 
in the same words, with being güilty art and part of the 
Said heinous crime; and thougli it be true, that in the sub- 
eumption or recital of the facts it is said, that the actuö-^ 
inurder, or firing upon the deceased, was committed bV 
Allan Breck : it is also said that this was done in revengc ot 
the quarrel which this panel took up against the deceaseo» 
and in pursuanco of a concert or conspiracy betwixt tHJ 
panel and Allan Breck to take away the life of Duart; aa^» 
such bring the case, they are in reality both principals. 97 
the law itself (1. 15, ad legem Corneliam de sicariis) ' «m»^' 
dator ccßdis pro homicida habetur f and the learned Vi-^ 
thius de crimimb\iJ8^ \n \\\a^To\^ap|ovc\^t\^^a,\th^ * Qui mcmActf^ 
tcelus qwqae mondatum «gccquuatuT, -uXtVäiiüä t«Jv «w*^ ^ 
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tttdinaruB quidem pceruB subjugandi; and fbr proof of thi% 
brings many arguments and authorities, and inter alia, * cum 
^is alicui mandat celus, mandantem quidem caput esse ; 
mandatorium vero manum et instrumentum mandantis, 
Hinc sacro, quoque, oraculo ctBdes UruB Davidi impingi' 
tuTt^ namely at 2nd Sam. xii. 9, in which text the words of 
Nathan to David are, * Thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite 
with the ßword." 

Such was the strain of argument pursued by the counsel 
ibr the crown, and such the grounds on which the judges 
determined that " the objections to the libel ought to be re- 
pelled, and that the libel was relevant to infer the pains of 
law.^' It was in consequence decreed that '* time and place 
libelled, the dcceased Allster Mac Alpine of Duart was 
murdered; and that the panel, Fergus Mac Diarmid, was 
^ilty actor, or art and part thereof; but that the panel 
should be allowed to prove all facts and circumstances that 
might tend to exculpate him — and be remitted with the libel 

found relevant, to the knowledge of an assize." 



CHAPTER XXV. 



MnnrnB as to an English reader the preccding details 
Äay appear, a Scotchman will at once perceive that they 
describe, in mengre outline only the prcliminary arranffe- 
nients to every criniinal trial which takes place north of tne 
Tweed. There the judges discharge, in some measure, 
duties which devolve in England on the Grand Jury ; that 
Js tosay, with thera rests the authority of determining, whe- 
^er or not the case shall go before a petty jury at all — 
only that, instead of cxamining evidence, they hear counsel 
^^ both sides, and nrc guided in their decision as to the ro- 
jection or finding of the bill, by the superior plausibllity of 
one Speaker or the other. Then follows the empannellingof 
^6 jüry, the adduction of whatever written testimony may 
■eem'to bear on oither view of the case, and the examina* 
tion Viva voce ofas many witnesses as eac\\ ^«LtX>j txä^ V«:^ 
coQBidered it neccssary to cite. Finally , Üie ctoHiii\vw^^lt» 
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alter summing up, addreases the jury for sentence of a coQ« 
demnation, and is answcred by the prisoner^s couosel, who 
makes as strong an äppeal as circunistaDces will alIoW| 
both to their feelings and consciences, foc an acquittal. How 
fiir these proceedings may be more conducive to the enda 
ofstrict justice, than the more barren System of the soath, 
it iß not our province todetermine; but it will, we tbink, 
be admitted on all hands, that to the accused, at Icast, they 
oflTer advantages such as he does not possess either iu Eng- 
land or elscwhere. 

On the present occasion, every thing went on according 
to the established usages of the country. The jury being 
empannelled and sworu, Fergus was again calleid upon to 
plead, and again, in a clear and audible tone, pronouneed 
the words " Not guilty." A variety of documents were 
next put in, consisting of the answers which he had himself 
made to the interrogatories of the committing magistrate, 
and such papers and letters, among those taken possessioa 
of by the troops, as seemed in any way to bear upon the 
point under trial. Then followed the oral examination of 
a whole string of witnesses, who, one by onc, were intrch 
duced into court, from the apartment within which the 
jealousy of the Scottieh law had kept them immured from 
the commencement of the proceedings. These were chiefly 
occupiers of land in Strath Diarmid, with a few of Ard- 
more's domestic servants, who spoke to sundry loose threats 
and angry expressions which their master had from time tö 
time thrown out in their hearing; and who likewise bore 
testimony to the sudden termination ofa treaty of marriage, 
into which they had been given to understand that Fergus 
had entered with the deceased. Still nothing transpired 
calculated to affect with the slightest alarm either Fergus 
or his agents ; who, on the contrary, breathed more and more 
freely, as each fresh witness, afler stating all that he kneW| 
was dismissed from the box. 

Thus stood the trial, when the Lord Advocate, turning 
towards the bench said, " My I^rds, the evidence which 
we have hitherto brought forward is mcant only to satisfy 
the minds of the jury, as tothe nature of the panel^s feelings 
towards his victim. 1 am now going to call one who, un- 
lessmy Instructions grossly deceive me, will be able to bring 
the Charge of murder home to him — as completcly as any 
Charge can be brought home, which depcnds entirely on 
eircumstantial or secondary evidence. I must request tho 

-pn>per officer to introduce ^xi^\dV\dv\»ja^Y'~^t^rwi80 

' ^ed Red Ranald o^ Xto Uood^ \axk^'' 
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FergDs, who had listened to the learned LorfTs declara* 
Cion with apparent indiifcrence, changed colour as soon as 
the name of Red Ranald was mentioned, and could with 
difficulty cornfnatid himsclf when that well-known indi- 
Tidualtook his place in the witnees-box. He gasped for 
breath, and, turning his eyes füll upon the countcnance of 
the savage, strove, as it were, to overawe, or, failing that, 
to werk upon his better fcelings. Bat it was easy to d Isco- 
ver that he had not succeeded in either design. Ranald re» 
tumed the stare, white a smile of deadly rancour, not un- 
mixed with triumph, curled his lip; and then looking do^ 
g<edly towards the counsel who stood' ready* to examine 
Eim, prepared to act his part unmoved in the eventfui drama. 
Nevertheless, he had not answered the ürst leading ques- 
tion ere a visible change occurred in his bearing also. 
There was a slight pressure at the farther extremity of the 
conrt, and Ranald, with the wariness which bclongs pecu- 
liarly to the character of an outlaw, cast a hasty glance 
thither. His countenance instantly feil, and, as if he had 
recoffnised there some object which he little expected to 
8ee,Tiis replies became vague, confused, and unsatisfactory, 
even to the Judge. 

*• You are not brought here to criminate yourself, Ranald," 
observod the examining lawyer ; "for you know, that on con- 
dition of a candid and frank confession your pardon is se* 
cured. You will, therefore, State freely, and without re- 
serve, all that you know respecting the robbery of the Cou- 
rier, and the subsequcnt disposal of his despatch-bag." 

** She kens unco little anent it,*' was the sullen reply. 

"That is to say, she is not very willing to speak against 
herseif; but she need not be under any personal apprchen- 
sion. She has only to say by whom she was herseif em- 
ployed to do that deed, and into what hands she commi^ted 
her booty." 

*• She kens naething about it," was still the answer. 

"What! Ranald," demanded the lawyer, "cannot you 
teil 08 under whose orders you actedl" 

" She taks nae orders frae naebody." 

"Well, well, whom did you oblige on that occasion 1— 
at whose Suggestion was it done, and what followed afler« 
wardsl" 

" She did it to obligfe her mother." 

" Your mother, fool ! what had your mother to say to 
that affair ?" 

** She disna weel ken." 

^•BoJt! idiot! — but it will be the v^oiB^ tot ^wwäs^SJ^ 

VOL. IL 18 
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Biuttered the overroatcbed lawyer. However, recovermg^ 
kw habitual self-control, he eDdeavoured to carry forward a 
irosh attaek by varying bis ground a little. 

^ Come, nowy Ranald, let us bave no riddles here, bat 
lav at oQce-, whither you went with tbe letter-bag, and into 
wboee band ye« gave itr" 

" Sbe doesna j.ust miod^'' 

** But you were seen to go into the woods about Ardmore, 
-?-«nd y€N>have ^oarself ttafeed already^-^" 

" My Lords,** interrupted tbe prisoncr's counsel, ** I nraai 
eatirely objeet tamy learued brother^s mode of exaniination. 
It is quite ckar tbat 1m9 witness knows nothing, aud it ia- 
altogetber unfair, that a üctitious memory ehould be created 
by the eloquenee of the leamed advocate. I muat — — ^' 

" Sir,*' obeerved the Lord Jqstice^General, '* it is donbt- 
less your duty to throw every possible impedrrnent in tbe 
way of joBtice ; bat it is ours to see that the dignity of the 
laws be upheld, and the blood of an innocent man atooed 
for. The leamed advocate is not out of erder, and ma^r 
therefore, proceed as he has begun." 

A violent altercation ensuod upon tbis, during whid» 
Ranald again threw a furtive glance round tbe hall, tbe ef^ 
fect of wnich seemed to be a removal of that extracHrdinary 
embarrassment under whicb) at the comraencement of hi» 
exaniination, he was seen to labour. When, therefbre, the 
crown lawyer renewed bis interrogatories, — ^more eautious« 
ly, perhaps, but scarccly with greater regard to delicacy^— * 
Ranald answered fVeely; tbough, for a time, bis repliea 
could hardly be said to throw any light upon the subjeet. 
He admitted that he bad entercd tlie woods of Ardmore; 
that he was met there by a man, into whose hands he <gave 
the mail-4)ag f and that he did so at the express desire of his 
mother^ Rit lie denied all knowledge 6f the peraon of the 
individual, nor could either remonstrances or half-expressed 
threats induce him to vary his tone. It was left, thereilMref 
to becollected as a» inferenee, rather than explicitly shown, 
that Fergus had takcn a part in the robbery ; thougb, to say 
the truth, that inferenee restcd on grounds too conspicuou» 
to eseape tbe. Observation of a certainly not over-friendly 
Jury. 

Trustmg' to the effect thus produced, the counsel for tbe 

iroeecution went on to interrogate the witness respecting 

pii knowledge of the bloody tragedy, on which it was the 

•Irject of the present proceedings to throw light. Ranald 

asked wheiher ke kmew AUan MaeDiarmidrCommonly 
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«alled Allan Breck Mac Diarmid? He answered, that he 
had known him from hia birtk. 

** When did he last see bimi" 

"Od the 16th of November; tbat is to eay, oa the day 
soccecding that when the murder was cominitted.'* 

" Where did he see Aüun Breck on tbe occasion referred 
tor 

'^He met him in « wild partof the coantry, about twenty 
miles from the spot whcre Daart died.^ 

'* Did any particular eonversation pass between them on 
that occasion?'* 

'* Yest Allan Breck infbrmed him that Daart had beofi 
«bot, and that he hifnself was oti bis way to the coast, fear- 
iul lest, in the searcb whidi would be raade after themur- 
vierer, he might be recognised as u deäefter, asnd appre- 
liended." 

«* W«8 any thing ferther «tatcd T 

'^ Allan Breck then said, that Duart deserved his^te, and 
that the eountry was weil rid of him ; that a keen eye and 
a steady band fired the eliot, — for it was a kittle place to 
take aim from, and few ü&aW have done k so accurately; 
that the deceased sprang from bis saddle when the ball hit 
him, as he had seen a maukin bound when well peppered ; 
and that he spoke bot two woi^s after." 

** Well, and what more passed between yel" 

"laskit at him, who had done the decd? and he an- 
«wered, that raair nor ane was concerned in it ; but tbat be 
houped nae liartn wonld come to onybody on acconnt of the 
death of a scoundrcl factor. Aboon e', hetrusted tbat Ard- 
fliore wad kcep bis ain couneel ; for if he did that, naethin^ 
could toueh him." 

A murmur ran throtfgh the cotirt at this announcement, 
while the advocate, addressing himself to the jury, begged 
that they would pay particular attention to the matter. 
**^ But this is not all, gentlcmen. I have laid before you one 
link ; now observe what fbllows, and say, wkether roy chain 
of evidence be not complete. You said, Ranald,*^ continued 
he, turning towards the witness, "that Allan expressed 
his belief tbat Ardmore could come intotrouble only througb 
bis own inadvertencc. What did you understand him to 
meanby tbisl" 

"My Lörds," again interrupted Pergus's counsel, "I 
fiubmit to your Lordships whether such a question can b^ , 
put and answered 1" '*J 

A second altercation ensued, which, however, aa the ev«ot 
proved, might h&ve been spared ; fbr ^naV^^^ ^ti ^^ ^^nfiwi^ ' - 
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belog repeated in more fifüarded terms, declined to ansWer 
it " He didna just see how he could satiefy the gentlemen. 
He understood naething bot what gaed on afore him ; but 
he was ready and willing to State all that, gin their hondurs 
liked." The Lord Advocate was in consequcnce eompelled 
to go forward with his examination, from wbich the foUow- 
ing fkcts transpired. 
Allan Breck made Ranald acquainted with the amoont of 

Sicuniary assistancc which he had received from Ardihore. 
e appeared, however, but lialf satisfied with it, and mur- 
mured much, as he hinted at certain wrongs of a difierent 
nature, of wbich he had reason to complain. Being queeh 
tioned n[K)re closely as to the murder ilself, he statä, that 
the shot was fired from behind a certain old oak, amid the 
long rank grase, near the root of which the Instrument used 
by the assassin would be found. Final ly, he repeated his 
expression of hope, that Ardmore would act cautiously, so 
as to hinder any suspicion from attaching to himself, and 
departed. All tbis, it will readily be imagined, made an 
Impression upon the jury. Yet, streng as that evidence was, 
Ranald had yet strenger and more startling facts to addoce. 
He stated, that being curious to ascertain how much of 
truth there really was in Allan*s assertions, he went to the 
old oak described, and looked narrowly among the brush- 
wood and grass for the gun. There, sure enough, he found 
an old-fhsbioned Spanish piece, which, when once eeen, 
could scarcely fail to be remembered; and it was now, he 
presumed, in the possession of the Sheriff's officer, to wbom, 
when arrested himself, he haddelivered it 

As Ranald proceeded in his declarations, the interest 
which pervaded all classes of persons with in the hall heeaoie' 
every moment more and more intense. The jury listened 
with gaping mouths and ears, tlie prisoner and his couns^ 
watched every syllable as it feil, like men who are conscious 
that their difficulties increase upon them, and the very 
spectators seemed to have the rest of their senses absorbed 
in that of hcaring. A pin dropped upon the üoor would have 
been audible, while the Sheriff^s officer, in obedience to an 
Order from the bench, proceeded to unfold a roll of cloth in 
which the musket had been enclosed. It wos at longth 
produced and laid upon the table. Fergus groaned audibly, 
— a wild and hysleric shriek burst from a remote corner of 
the hall, and there arose instantly a stirring and tumujt, 
such as occurs in crowded places when some serious acci* 
dent haa takcn place. " Carry her out ! carry her out ! the 
a/r will recover her.^^ TVxeao axv^ «imAM ^tl^^^sa^qss gavo 
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notice ihat a Temale bad faintcd; and MarceUy was imme- 
diately rcmoved, iiusenäible, to her lodgfin^s. 

As soon as order had becn in some dcgree restored, thd 
proccedina[6 werc renewed; but tiiey possässed liltle of in- 
terest, and still less tbat demauds repetition. The gun was 
distinctly sworn to as the property of Fergus of Ardroore» 
nor did he, whcn questioned on the subject, deny the ßict 
But his solemn assevcrations tliat hc had not seeo the wea-^ 
pon fbr months, and thät to tbe best of his belief, it had lain 
concealed in an out-housc, ever since the arms of the claa 
had been given up, maiic no impression on the court Even 
tbe indilTcrent portiou of the auditory, — if, indeed, there was 
an indifferent person present — rcceived these declarations 
with distrust; and he hiniself utterly dcspair<ed of the issue. 
'*It is all over with me,^' wliispered he tp his counsel; 
*'they are determincd to have my life, and they will have 
it*' The lawycr only sliooic his head, though, like askilful 
ffeneral, he prcpared to bring his last reserve into play, ore 
ne gave up the contest in despair. 

The proof adduced against Ardmore being pntiroly cir-i 
cumstantial, it was, of coursö, impossible to weaken it, ex« 
cept by calling witncsses who could speak to the general 
character of the panel on the score of humanity and gene- 
ral kindoess of dispösition. This was donc with as much 
diligence as circunistances would ailow; but the parties 
exainined beint; alinost all kiiismen or relatives, their leih 
timony, had it been Q;ivt>n more boldly than it was, would 
have availed little. Whon, therefore, the Lord Advocate 
proceeded to address the jiiry, he spoke with the air and 
coUectedness of onc who knows that his case is in itself a 
streng one, and that tliosc. who are about to consider it will 
at least abstain from wantoiily trying its consistency. He 
went carefully over tlic groqnd which he had trodden in 
hia introdnctory harangue, so as to bring in, from stage to 
stage, the declarations of the several witnesses, and with 
the aid of a few forced constrnctions, he made up a story« 
of which the most imparüal auditor could not deny, that at 
least it hu ng well together^ In particular, he dwelt upon 
the absence of all imagiuable motive such as could lead 
Allan Breck into the commission of so gratuitous a crime; 
and then rcferring to the facta that the instrument by 
wbieh Duart perished belonged to Fergus, and that from 
hira came the pccuniary resources which enabled tbe 
tvowed assassin to escapo, he put it to the jury, as men of 
ieoae and refleclion, to say whetber they could consci* 

18 <• 
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entiouslv acqnit the panel. Nor was the conversation be- 
tween the fiigitive and Red Ranald kept out of view. On 
the contrary, it was drawn out into a narrative well calcu- 
lated to work npon the minds of men disposed, frotn various 
causes, to re^rd the accused with distaste, and ready, 
should necessity require, to put both justice and law into 
the background. 

Heavy and cumbrous was the load with which Fergu8*8 
counsel feit bis enei^ies borne down, when, in accordance 
with the humane Statute which provides ** that in all cri- 
minal pursuits, the defender or bis advocate be always 
the last Speaker,'* he rose to rebut the assertions and com- 
bat the inferences of bis leamcd brotber. Not all bis elo- 
quence, and he possessed much, could carry the court 
along with him, while giving to the details brougbt out in 
evidence a iavourable cast; and when, at the conclusion of 
this section of bis labours, he was proceeding to oflTer cer- 
tain remarks of bis own, the very men on wbose fiat the 
life of a fellow-creature depcnded, showed Symptoms of dis- 
approbation. " Pray, sir, cut short,*' exclaimed one of the 
Jury, " we have hau enou^h of it, and are quite tired ;^ nor 
was it tili aller a great deal of discreditable controversy 
had taken place, that he was permitted to resume. We 
need not pursue the narrative fartber. Repeatedly brow- 
beaten by the Jnstice-General, and impatiently beard by 
the Jurors, the advocate still fought bis client*s battle 
nobly, and wound up all by a powerfui appeal to the feel- 
ings, as well as to the honour and probity, of such as beard 
him. But the appeal was made in vain. Even the re- 
commcndation of one of the Judges to witbhold their ver» 
dict tili the morrow, was rejectcd, and the Jury, aller re- 
maining but an hour in their apartment, gave in, by Üie 
hands of their chancellor, a verdict of £ruilty. The usual 
proceedings immediately fbllowed. The court, aller a 
brief consultation, caused the sentence to be written in the 
&tal book, which was signed by the whole of the Judges, 
and then read aloud, accordin? to established usage, by the 
doomster. It " discerned and adjudged, that Fergus Mac 
Diarmid be carried back to the prison of Tnverary, there 
to remain tili a certain day, — ^that he then be delivered over 
first to one functionary, and aflerwards to another, and that, 
last of all, he be convcyed to a gibbet to be erected on the 
road-side of Loch Garroch, in a conspicuous place, where 
the murder was committed ; that upon Wednesday, the 
— day of , according to the present style, betwixt 
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the hoora of twelve at noon, and two in the aflernoon, he be 
hanged by the neck upon the eaid gibbet by the hands of an 
executioner until he be dead ; and thereafler be hung in 
chains upon the said gibbet And it ordamed that all bis 
inoveable goods and gear be eacheat and^*brought to bis 
Majesty*s use. ** Wnich,** continued the reader, in an ele- 
vated tone, ** is pronounced for doom.'* 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



Among all who listened to that tremendous sentence, and 
to the harst) and unfecling address with which the Justice- 
General followed it up, ihere was not, perhaps, an indivi- 
dual on whom it appeared to produce a less deadening effect 
than upon Fergus himself. He looked up with perfect com- 
poeurc, and in a tone which faltered not, and with a cheek 
Ihat underwent no Variation in its colour, declared his per* 
fect innocence of the crime for which he was condemned to 
die. But both the court and the jury heard him with the 
same callousness which they had displayed throughout It 
appeared, indeed, that the brief space of time which he con- 
sumed in spcaking, was esteemed, at least by the latter, as 
misapplied; for his address was as yet unhnished, wbea 
they began tumultuously to collect into knots. Nor was the 
feeling elsewhere more favourable towards him. The judge 
hastened to pronounce the sederunt ended ; the crowd broke 
with noise and jostling into the streets, and the condemned 
man was led back araid a shouting and a careless throng to 
his cell. 

In the mean while, Marcelly, whom the cool air had re- 
stored to a state of consciousness, was conveyed to her 
lodgiugs, where her afFectionate tutor endeavoured, by a 
thousand delicate attentions, to inspire her, if not with hopei, 
at least with resignation. As yet, however, the language 
of consolation feil unhceded upon her ear. Not for a mo- 
ment had she given admission to the idea that her father^s 
Situation was onc of hazard, because she did not imagine 
that the utmost ingenuity of his enemies would be able, in 
any way, to connect him with the crime of which he was 
accused. But the events of the trial, operating as occur-" 
rences wholly unlooked for usually do, causcd a complete 
revuhion in her feelings, and at once overthrew the fabric 
wbicti a sanguine imagmalvoti \va^ t^t<id. Red Ranald'a 
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testimony, supported as it was by the production of the gun, 
came lipon her with tbe force of conviction ; not indced tbat 
her lather was guilty — fbr of that she entcrtained not a evuh 
picion — but tbat bis doom was fixed. To tbe well-inten- 
tioned insinuations of the Parson, therefbre, sbe listened 
with avowed incredulity, not unmixed with the inquietude 
and irritability which are apt to cast their spell over a mind 
weakened by the infliction of some sudden and unexpected 
calaroity. 

** Why mock nie with words of corofbrt which mean no* 
thingV Said she; **you khow, as well as I, that they tbirst 
fbr his blood, and tbat the question of guilt or innocence is 
to them of little moroent They only wa'nted the forroality 
of a trial to skrecn their tyranny from the world, and they 
have got it My fatber is murdered.** 

** I hope not, I hope not," replied Parson Neil ; " vindie- 
tive as tbey are, they cannot take away tbe lifo of an inno- 
Cent person, on the unsupported testimony of an outlaw. 
Some of the jury are men of character.*' 

" Of character !" interrupted she, " ay, of such character 
as has ever belonged to a Campbell — cruel, grasping, re- 
niorseless, and cowardly. Will they permit a Mac Diarmid 
to escape when once tbey have him in tbe toils?** 

*'Biit all tbe jurymcn are not Campbells,** answered 
Parson Neil, ** and if tbey werc, it becomes not us to con- 
demn indiscriminately any portion ofour fellow-men. Even 
in Macullamore*8 family there are doubtless some wbo re- 
speet the Obligation of an oath, and would shrink from the 
snedding of innocent blood. Besides, Marcelly, remember 
that we are in the bands of Him wbo knows best what is 
for our good — and to his will, however severe the trial may 
be at tbe moment, it is our duty to submit** 

•* Oh not now, not now !" cried tbe agonized girl, wring- 
ing her bands; **to-morrow, or next day, I may listen to 
you, but do not seek to reason with me now. My fatber ! 
<ny poor father !** 

It was thus that tbe remainder of that tedious day was 
spent, tili the rush of tbe crowd along tbe street warned 
both Parson Neil and bis pupil that the trial was at end. 
The wretched pair beard the tumult, and perfectly compre- 
hended its meaning; yet they shrank alike from a movement 
which must either dispel their hideous apprebensions at 
once, or destroy whatever of hope still lingered in their 
minds. They could only gaze one upon tbe other in mut« 
diemay; for the Parson experienced a streng disinclinatioq 
to Jesre her, even though he could noit Wx viVvL^'^X^^iSiS^^ 
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ihat almoet any thing would be preferable to the Bospenae 
UDder wbich ehe laboured. But tbat wbich dulicacy woold 
jiot permit bim to effect, tbe eagemeas oftbe landladjr to be 
the bearer even of a^icting iuteiligeDce, auscompliahed. 

** OboD, ohon !" cried abe, abruptly entering tbe roooi, 
'^ye've a duie darg to dree, young lady, and wae am I fbr 
ye ; wae, wae, tliat another should be added to the lang Int 
cf orpbans tbat tbae weary timcB bae made." 

" What de you mean ]" exclaimed Marcclly ; *f in mercy 
«peak out Is be fbund guilty ? is he condemned 1 will my 
fttbcr suffer r ^ 

" 'Deed wul he, my dear," replied the landlady ; *' tfaey 
liae found him guilty, and condemned bim too; but to hang 
him in chains*-ob, that was cruel indeed !" 

*' I will go to my falber,'' cried Marceliy, rising and aa- 
auming her cloak and bonnet, " I wiü see him inatantly. I 
fHust see him, I tnust talk to him; I mustreceive from his 
own lips the announcement that I am sbortly to be an or- 
phan ; and I mtist leam from his example to bend my head 
iinder the power which presses us to the earth." 

Parson Neil made no effort to combat this determination, 
£>r he saw that it would be uselcss ; but he prevaiied upon 
her to wait tili an order of admission sliould be procared — 
and set out instantly for tbe purpose of applying in the pro- 
per quarter for the only ftvour wbich was likely to be 
granted to him. Though the customary hour of iocking up 
was at band, the petition of a daughter was not rejected, 
and Marceliy and Parson Neil wcre admitted the same 
night to the condemned cell. . We willingiy draw a veil 
over the scene that occurred there. Let it suffice to State, 
that both father and child derived something like strength 
from an hour spent in such exercises as bestJiecame persona 
in tbeir melancholy Situation. 

We have takcn occasion, whilo describing the trial of 
Fergus Mac Diarmid, to point out that facilities of defenoe 
are afibrded by the Scottlsh criminal law to accused parties, 
of which the law of England knows nothing. A similar 
Btrain of humanity characterizes the Scottish proceedings 
after condemnation, when not cight-and-fbrty höurs, but a 
term usually of weeks, is granted even to the convicted 
murderer to prepare ß)r his ^te. How far there is any real 
mercy in this, may, perhaps, be questioned, if we look only 
to the Situation of the dying man ; but by the frien^s and 
relatives that melancholy interval is for the most valued be- 
/oad all price, more especially when, as in the prescnt in- 
^rtance« tbe blow ^Ua u^oia ^TW(»k \^y ""^^^ ^^ ^ ^ 
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beeil anticipated. Then ia there need of all thoae helps ta 
resignation, which mutual eooverae can alone afiord, while 
üme ia given, even in a worldly point of view, to adjast 
afiairs wnicb are aeldom, in such circumatancea, fVee from 
embarraBsment. Nor, perhaps, was this apace between lifo 
and death ever more aeduIooBly improved than od the pre» 
aent occaabn. Marcelly apent everj day, from the hour of 
unbarring to that of locking up, in ber father'e cell) and 
finding him supported and firm, ahe too leamed to conteoi- 
piate the issue with something like fbrtitude. She received 
bis instructions as to her future proceedingg, and coneented 
to place heraelf ünder the protection of his relatives at 
Caldhame, to whom he had written as soon as his fate wa» 
determined, and wbo cheerfiilly undertook to afi^rd her an 
aaylum. But all his entreaties faiied to induce her to quit 
him. ** No^ sir," said she, ** I have strength enough to BXf 
tead yon even to the scafibld; but I have not strength to 
withdraw mysclf from your society, while yet I may poa» 
sess it" 

Thus passed the time tili the &tal day drew near which 
was fixed fbr the removal of Fergus to the spot where it 
was designed that hc should sufier. With a pardonable diK 
plicity, Marcelly had been kept in ignorance as to the exact 
period <^ the execution, and still believed that it was re^ 
note, when a single revolution of the earth on its axis 
would bring it round. Nor did the increased solemnity with 
which Fergus blessed her on the evening previous to hiv 
departure remove the film from her eycs. She saw, indeed, 
that he was more than ordinarily affected as he spoke to her 
of her Coming deatitution, and she feit that his limbs shook aa 
he held her to his breast, and imprinted a parting kiss upon 
her cheek. But hoping that they were to meet on the morrow, 
she attributed his increasing agitation to bodily sufiering, 
and strove, by an affectation of calmness, to lessen, if ahe 
Gould not remove it. 

" You will not lose sight of her, Neil," said Fergus, so- 
lenmly to the Parson; **yoawill continue to be her pro* 
tector and guardinn when I am gone ; and, for her sake, yoa 
will see that my character is vindicated from a Charge wliicb 
you know to be onfouoded." 

*' She shall ever be to me as a daughter," replied thcr 
Parson, with difficulty oommanding his feelings; '' go whertf 
ahe may, I will aecompany her, at least tili she findanotber 
and an abier protector ; one more devotcd or true she will 
Be?er find." 

" And my reputation V^ 
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'* Tbat, loo, be aoBored, shall be ymilicatecl, let the en« 
deavour to do so coet what it may." 

^ Then farewell, my chüd,'* exclaimed the fiither, once 
more encircling her in his arms ; ^ roay the conviction that 
be died innocent eupport you under the sligbts which a cold 
World will probably put upon the daughter of one who pe- 
lisbed by the band of the executioner ! — and may He who is 
the father of the fatherlees raiae up fbr you friends when I 
am no longer permitted to watch over yuu !" 

** But we will meet again to-morrow, sir,'* aaid Marcelly, 
afiecting a gaiety which she did not feel. 

'* It were better not," answered Fergua; ^ there are mat« 
ters to be adjuated betwcen me and certain of our kinamen^ 
which require that you ahould not be preaent Our kind 
friend here will attend me, but yuu, my love, let me requeat 
of you, as a particular favour, that you atir not beyond yoar 
lodginga to-morrow. I do not know how aoon I may aend 
ibr you, ao remain within doora, that even a moment be not 
loat in aearching for you/' 

Marcelly readily gave the promiae, becauae altogetber 
unauapicioua of ita object, and retired to eleepaoundly, in the 
firm aaaurance that their parting waa not y^t for ever. 

It waa profbundly dark, on a cold morning in February, 
when the noiae of bolta withdrawn and chaina rattling one 
againat another, diapelled the light doze into which Fergua 
had recently fallen, and warncd him to make ready for the 
laat act which he ahould be called upon to play in the buay 
drama of life. He aprang from hia pallet at the firat alann, 
and having lain down in hia clothea, stood ready to bid the 
iailer welcome, or to foliow wbitheraoever hia guarda might 
lead. Nor waa he kept long in auspenae. There came a 
aound of heavy atepa-along the narrow paaaage that led to 
hia cell, — the maasy key revolved in ita aocket, and a couple 
of men, one bearing a kmtern, the other manaclea for hia 
wriata, atood before hiin. 

** I houp ye hae reated weel," aaid the eider of the two, 
aa he advanced to do hia office; 'Uhae darbiea will no' hurt 
you, — theyVe weel lined wi' oo, and I took care to chooee 
them roomy enough." 

Fergua held out hia wriata immediately, and thanked the 
fellow for his attention, expreaaing himaelf at the aame time 
perfectly satisficd with the treatment which he ha)d re- 
ceived. 

** Vm glad ye hae been comfortable," aaid the man, a rough 

but not a heartless aavage ; " it'a aye our endeavour to treat 

^eDtlemen in troubVe Vvke gewxX^ui^'ii^ a.\i^ \)^\». "«Ima our 
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Orders are particular, to gie them a* the liberty we can. I 
couldna help the thrall ye was in wiien when yc first cam ; 
it wasna my doings ava ; but ever since they afforded mair 
freedom, I've done my best to see you righted." 

** I know you have, Duncan," answered Fergus, " and I 
wish it were in my power to offer you a telter recompcnse 
than thanks : but these sad tiines have left ine little eise 
tban thanks to offer to any one.*' 

" I want nae mair frae your honour," answered the jailer, 
**unles3 it be that ye will just forgive ony neglect or awk- 
wardness that ye may have suÖered herp. Mine*s no* a 
pleasant officc, sir." 

"No, Duncan, nor are you hard-bearted enough for it 
But I have nothing to forgive, and therefore, God bless you !'* 

" The samc to your honour. Tak caro o* him, Hemisb ; 
band the light down that he may see." 

Thus spoke in a tone rarely heard within the walls of a 
prison, one who had filied the Situation of jailer at Inverness 
many years, but in whom even the duties ofthat office could 
not dcaden the feelings which Nature has implanted in 
every breast Nor was bis associate less attentive., Fergus 
was conductcJ, with the greatest tendernesd, to the outer 
jate, where stood a cart with three or four armed men round 
it, ready to convey bim to Strath Diaripid ; and long ere tho 
sun rose he was considerably advanced on a journey with 
which he well knew would end bis toils and trials for ever. 

Beside bim, on a cushion composed of straw overlaid with 
a blankot, sat Parson Neil, bis friend and companion during 
many t^ventful years, and now bis spiritual comforter at thi 
last Their conversation was not, however, very aniraated, for 
raen, circunistinced as Ferjrus then was, seldom experience 
much inclination^otalk; indeed there passed little between 
them, afler the prisoner had satisfied himself touching the 
condition of Murcelly, tili long aflcr the sun had risen. But 
as old and familiär objects crowded more and more upon 
their sight, the associalions wliich they were calculated to 
8tir up began to exert themselvcs. 

"This is a bitter cup, Neil," observed Fergus, "and a 
hard matter it is to drink it Had they done their will in a 
Strange country, I think that I could have borne it without a 
murmur ; but to bring me to a place where every rock and 
tree is familiär, surely there is the very wantonness of cru- 
clty in that It is a terrible thing to die." 

" To the guilty, doubtless," replied the Parson ; " but to 
those wbose consciences acquit them of et\u\ft, evciv Sä «^«^ 
an bour aa tbis there is light brcaking; Üiiom^Vl ^Xi^ ^Ki!jiir } 
nesa, " 

VOL. lu 19 
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^No doabt, no doobt,** replied Fergue, speaking harriedly, 
" it were a thousand times woree to teel that one*8 täte was 
merited. But in any case, Neil, be assured tbat lif'e is sweetr 
and the prospect of death — and by 8uffi)cation too — it is ap- 
palling to the boldest" 

'* Yet it is that to wbich we mast all come,** replied tbe 
Parson ; ** and were your hour deferred, God alone, in whose 
band the events of time repose, can teil wbether you migbt 
Jiot be lese prepared to mcet it." 

•*And my poor child !" continued Fergus: "Ob, Neil, 
you know not how that tie binds the beart to earth, — how 
strongly that image Stands between a parent and bis bopes 
even of heavcn." 

** Reniember, my dear friend, wbo it is that bas promiaed 
to take tbe widow and the orphan under bis especial care; 
and place so much rcliance upon me as to bclieve, that she 
shall ncver, while these arms can toll, or this tongae beg 
for her, know what it is to suffer want" 

" I believe you, Neil ; and, trust me, I do place my reli- 
ance on that Rock of which you make mention. Yet it ia 
bard to die, and die innocent, all througb the duplicity"^— 

" Do not reproach any ono, my dear patron," exciaimed 
the Parson, " but forgive freely, as you hope to be forgiveOr 
If you have suffered wrong, beassured tbat the circurastance 
will not pass unheeded where you have too frequently done 
wrong; but let not your lips condemn, nor your beart nou' 
rieb rancour, at such a moment as this." 

" God forbid ! God forbid !" cried Pergus ; " I forgive 
tbem all, judges, jury, witnesses, — ay, and Allan too ! But 
the prospect is tcrrible — I know not how to regard it !" 

Tbey were by this time arrived at a üttle inn, or house of 
entertainment, on the niargin of an arm of the sea, whicb 
separated the southcrn frontier of what was called Mac 

Diarmid^s country from the rest of shire. There the 

escort halted, partly for the purpose of refreshing themselves, 
partly with the view of ascertaining wbether tbe prepara* 
tions on the opposite shore were complete ; and Fergus was, 
in consequence, compellcd to alight, and to exhibit bimself 
manacled to the gaze of persons wbo had oflen seen bim 
tinder widely different circumstances. It appeared, however, 
thatboth bis arrival and the peculiar state thatattended bim» 
were anticipated. He was received with tbe greatest deli- 
cacy and kindness : indeed, except that a sentinel kept bis 
piace in the room, and the ehackles still confined bis wrists, 
It would bave becn impoeaWAe fox \vwtv\ö\fe\\\X\^\.Vva was a 
priaoner. But the pur\K»ea, lo ^\Xäjw\ ^Vx^Yv xJoä Va\\.\a.^ 
»eea ordered, were BpeeÄÄj eSecXftÄi» 'l^Vi^ \ä^»öb&ä ^w» 
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«8 yet incemplete, When the arrival of a body of troops at 
tbe epposite aide of the ferry waroed the leader of Fergrus's 
eacort tbat be was expected ; and the meal being hurried 
ovei;, tbe wbole party embarked. In a few moments they 
were ferried acroas, when, the prisoner being handed over 
to the proper officers, his hitherto humane and considerate 
keepers took leave of him. 

Tbc remainder of the journey being performed on foot, 
and in the centre of a band of mercenary soldiers, Fcrgus 
had little leisure to indcilge the working of his feelings by 
conversing familiarjy with his chaplain. As they advanced, 
moreover, spectacles more and more harassing met them at 
every step. Bach shieling as they passed it, pourcd out 
its women and childrcn, to rend the air with their wild 
isries of Indignation and sorrow, whiie, along the sides of 
tbe hüls, groups of men might be seen hanging, like thun- 
der-clouds, over the vale below. Fergus bcheld these 
sights and listened to thcse sounds with the deepest emo- 
tion. Yet he kncw that they boded no good to him ; for the 
troops niarched in order, with muskcts loaded, so as to öb- 
viate all chances of a rescue. Nor, to say the truth, did he 
entertain the slightest wish that an attempt so desperate 
should be hazarded ; for even now the fear of death over- 
came not the prudence of the poiitician, which satisfied him 
of the utter hopeleüsness of the enterprise. His sensations, 
therefore, were those rather of the gratified patriot than of 
the reluctant martyr, — a triumphant conviciion that the 
good opinion of the people attcnded him to the stake, and 
that here, at least, his memory would live, not as a crimi" 
nal, but as a benefactor. 

And now ihc procession approachcd a point whence the 
blackened ruin of Ardmore, with its ciump of tall beeches, 
became visible. Fergus gazed upon it long and eagerly, 
while his fliished cheek, and the involuntary distortion of 
his featurcs, marked tho intensity of the struggle which 
went on within. " It would havc been an act of humanity 
to have saved me this," said jje, speaking rather to himself 
than to those around ; ^* but no matter. One more pang, 
and all will be over/' • 

** Take courage," whispered Parson Neil; " bear up like 
a man and a Christian. The Southerns are around you 
now, and they must not see the sliglitest proof of weakness." 

Fergus inolantly averted his ^es, though it cost him no 
common exertion to do so, and, kceping them steadily fixed j 
qpon the groimd, proceeded onwaida vi'vVVvoxiX Va.'u^\<^\'^% % 
aaotber Observation, 
A waJk of tes8 than half an \iout'b ^\it%3C¥Siv <i»xi\sÄ^ 
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them round the little bay, of which we have alreadf 
Bpoken as washing one aide of the hill of Ardmore ; and 
a bend in the road shut out both the house and plantations 
from the view even of such as might have looked back 
in search of them. Fergus, as if a load ,had been removed 
from bis mind, ventured to h(i bis eyes ; but the first object 
on which they rested, caused the blood to curdle in bis 
veins, and bis step, which had been hitherto firm and un- 
yielding, began to totter. About a gun-shot in his front, 
ori an eminence bare of underwood', stood a gibbet, from the 
cross-beam of which a rope loosely dangled ; and around it 
lay or sat a second body of troops, as if guarding it from the 
aggressions of the couiitry people. Fergus groaned audi- 
bly, as, with shackled liands, he seized the Parson's arm, 
who hastened to afford him such support and coiisolation as 
the fearful circumstances in whjch he stood, would allow. 

" One hold eftbrt more," whispered the Parson, "and all 
will be over. Bear up! bearup! I beseechyou, for your 
own sake, and for the sake of tliose who take the liVeliest 
interest in your fate." 

"I am not afraid,*' replied he, "not afraid todie: — bot 
such a death ! God help me and support me ! it is more 
than I can face !'* 

Yet he did master his emotion, insomuch that, when the 
procession halted, the natural paleness was again over his • 
cheek, and his voice, as he besought the respite of a few 
inoments in which to perform his devotions, was firm and 
manly. The request was not denied him. On the green 
turf, and under his native skies, he kneelcd down, while 
Neil proceeded to administer to him the sacrament, accord- 
ing to that beautiful form which the Episcopal Church of 
Scotland has provided for those whose hours are numbered. 
Thcre was not, in all the hardened group which surrounded 
him, one eye that beheld the spectacle with indifference; 
and when, at the conclusion of the Service, he rose, and 
pronounced himself ready, the very executioner shrank 
from his task. But the hesitation was only for a moment 
" Bear my last blessing to Marcel ly," said Fergus, as he 
undid his stock, " and teil her that I die innoceht I forgive ' 
my enemies; and I require, with my last breath, that for 
this deed no reparation be sought." 

As he Said this, his arms, released from the manacles, 

were pinioned behind his back, and, the rope being adjusted 

round his neck, he took his Station on a little temporary 

p/af form, or stool, p\aced «il \.V\e ?qo\. o^ \^^. ^\\a«%. A. brief 

interval followed *, v^hen, on a ex^waX ^\N^iv,Nicv^ «mwqJörrrr 

dtEgged the stool from VÄi^eaXÜDtViAÄ fe^\- 'YVwtiNR^t^ v%8« 
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desfierate etrug^les, a heaving of tho ehest, and those coi^ 
vulsive movetneDts of the limbs with which Nature marläf 
her Iflst efforts to sustain iifb ; and all was quiet. He dwung 
a senseless cortie bctween earth and Jieaven! 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

Whilb the preparations for this atrocioufi act were iu 
progress, the country-people, having aesembled in increaeed 
numbers, took their etations along the side of the hill, and 
manifestcd, by their gestures, and an occasional burst of 
voices, that they were no indifierent observers of what wa« 
going on. Morc than once, indeed, a movement was made^ 
as if an attempt at a rescue would be hazarded; but the 
display of military force was too imposing, and the enthu« 
siasm of the moment died away. Thus it was still, bis de- 
votions being cnded, Fergus placed himself under the fatal 
beam, and the executioner was seen to be employed in the 
duties of his oflSce. Then, however, there arose a yell so, 
wild and siirill, as to startle the eagle from his nest on the 
far-off rock, while, as if actuated by one common impulso, 
the whole mass rusbed niadly downwards. In an instant 
the troops stood to their arms. The word was given to. 
**make ready/* and the muskets were levelled; but no shot. 
was fired. The crowd, which acted without Organization, 
or control, wavei'ed and stood stiU, wjiile a few only of the 
most daring ßtrove by.gesturoe and example to lead them 
fbrward. ßutVhese rcmonstrated and exhorted in vain: one 
by one the multitude feil back, and the execution was com«. 
pleted without interruption. Nor was the slightest Oppo- 
sition ofiered to the fulfilmentof that portlonof the sentenc^ 
which condcmned the body to as much of public disgrace af 
can attach to a mass of senseless clay. The irons being. 
adjusted to the Itmbs and joints, the carcass was fastencd 
to the heam, and crowd and troops, except only a slisht 
guard, mcant rnther to intimidate than to control the dia* 
contented, quilted the scene of death, 

Our talc is w«ll nigh told: for of the events which marked 
the progress of the next quarter of a Century, few were. 
even remotcly connected with the fortunes of Allan Breck; 
or, as a ncccssary consequence, demand minute relatioa: 
from his biographers. With respect to the otbÄT c)^t«i^ 
ters whiah have becn introduced ü) a ^couvvnfötvX \NA.tA V%^ 
^ishistory, the laading occarrencee \u l\\e\xXvN«Ä^x^""^*^ 
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4ily narrated. Marcelly, humanely kept in the dark as t 
lier ftither*8 fate, contiaued to encourage the expectation o 
meetiDg him again, tili Parson Neil, who made no delay 
in Strath Diarmid afler witnessing the last momeDts of 
bis patron, returned to undeccive her. That the blow, 
though long anticipated, feil with terrible weight at last, 
all who have watched the dying couch of a beloved object 
will believe; indeed the first violenceof hergrief hindered 
the voice of consolation from being heard, and threatened 
seriously to afiect cither her life or her reason. But there 
is a buoyancy in youtli which bears the truest mourner soon- 
er or later above the tide of sorrow ; and from its happy in- 
fluence, Marcelly was not exeropt 

She listened with gradually increasing composure to the 
. arguroents of Parson Neil ; consented to avoid the spot 
where her father*s body swung to the wind ; and permitted 
faerself, afler a brief interval, to be conducted to Caldhame» 
^where her reception was affectionate in the extreme. 
Here, amid scenes total ly new, and in the society of her 
kmd relatives, and faitbful pastor, she slowly recovered her 
eomposure ; and learned to speak of past events as the mari- 
ner speaks of the hardships which, during the progress of a 
storrny voyage, he may have undergone. 

In the mean while, there were other parties on whom 
the passage of time wrought roany and important chang^es. 
Throughout Strath Diarmid, a second military Visitation 
gpread an excess of misery fkr and near. The ancient oc- 
eupiers of the soil, made subjcct to the grossest oppression, 
became either adventurers in distant parts, or serfs and me- 
nials at home; while such as continued to roaintain them- 
selves in the abodes of their fathers, did so, in despite of 
privations, ander which the natives of any other country 
would have succumbed. Nor from the wretchedness which 

Swed the necks of her kinsmen to the earth was Üie mo« 
er of Allan exempt, though her sorrows sprang from a 
widely difierent source. Weeks, months, years elapeed; 
yet of her son she received no tidin?s. No one could teil 
whiüier he had gone ; no one seemed to care what bis fäte 
might be ; and hence, though a variety of rumours prevailed» 
they were alJ, to her, at least, unsatisfactory, because they 
gpranff equally from sources on which no reliance could be 
piaced. Nevertheless, she bore up for awhile in the confi- 
dent expectation that time would yet solve the mystery ; 
tili bope deferred, which maketh the heart sick, ate into 
bera with the virulence o? a c»i\cet. Not even once was 
jfie heard to express regtet al Wie Tk\xmexQ\tt ^n^ ^\as^ 
hmi befallen the tribc itae\?, wvj^ ^^ ^«ftxixSswx ^l \issi \w^ 
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ther-in-law drew from her do avowal of commiieratioii, and 
the name of Marcelly ehe never mentioned. All herthoughU 
apjteared, indoed) to be engroesed )vith oae-mibject, tili rea- 
gon itaelf began to fail, and her very wishes bccame discord^ 
EDt and unnatural. Thus were nearly three yeara dragged 
on, daring which her Constitution gradually gave way ; and 
ehe died as she had lived, caring for nothing, thinking of 
nothing, speaking of nothing, except her beioved son, and 
his unmerited rnisfortunes. 

All this time, there was au individual in whoae raemory 
the occurrences of a single day dwelt with a degree of te« 
nacity, for which he found it impossible to account Frank 
Middleton, the young finglish officer, to whoee kindneaa 
Blorcelly stood so much indebted, ceased not to remember, 
with an interest which time scarcely served to diminiah, 
the fair image that had crossed his path. He had scen her 
but seldom, it is true, and that amid scenes harrowing to 
the best fcclings of his nature; yet the impression then 
made, proved to be at once deep and cnduring, for it never 
faded away. Middleton happened to be left in command of 
the detachment with which it was esteemed necessary to 
overawe that district of the Highlands. He was the only 
officer attached to the party, and being of an onterprisinff 
disposition, hc devotod himself to acquire a knowledge m 
the people ; and if he found them in somc respccts lese ci?i- 
lized than the natives of Berkshire, he discovered also that 
they possessed many of the neblest traitsof national charae- 
ter. He saw that they were kind-hearted, hospitable to the 
extent of their means, grateful for kindnessca conferred 
upon them, and true to their plighted faith ; and, as be Btih- 
diously applied himself to deserve their conßdence and good 
opinion, he succecded, in spite of the anomalous Situation in 
which he stood officially towards them. The conseqaence 
was, that he heard much of Marcelly ; of her beauty, her 
excellence, her high-mindedness, and her generosity ; a cir* 
cumstance to which, probably, may be attributed the dura- 
tion of a sentiment which, in ordinary cases, might havB 
been as transicnt as it was sudden. Be this, however, as it 
may, it is certain that the image of the fair girl, assheclang 
to him for protection, and thanked him for it, when afibrdei^ 
not only continued to occupy his thoughts, but day by day 
intcrested him more deeply; and that he lingered where hie 
was, long afler his tcrm of duty had expired, under the es- 
pectation thnt sooncr or later she would return. But ttei 
spring and the summer both elapsed without briasin^ 
Marcelly to her desolate home ; and M\dO\e\xMv^ ^«e^r 
ofmeeÜDg her again, departed &m\d tlbft |^«Gk<mX\i3CMsrt» 
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tioo8 of a tribe which had bcgun to regard bim as one of 
Uutmaelfea. 

- It might be aboot two yeara poeterior to these events» that 
Mareelly, while croasing, on her way home, the Bhick Walk 
ttSilriiiig, fbund hereolt'suddpnly confronted by a gentle- 
aoaB jH a military unitbrm, whoise features, a rague imprea- 
aion feil upün her niind, were not absolutely strancfe to ber, 
Cnd w\)0 evidently know, and nnede haste to address her. 
The ofBcer was 'Frank Middleton, now promoted to the rank 
of Lieiftenant-Cclonel, and conimandant of the rcgiment 
which occupied Stirling Castle; and still, stränge to say, 
tbe worshipper of that divinity which an Imagination more 
Uian comnfMnly vivid had created. He lost not a momcnt 
in itiabing-hiaiself known, and soliciting permiFsion to cul- 
tivate-.hor acquaintance; nor could Marcel ly, consistently -\ 
viththo gratitudc to which slie believed that he was enti- 
tled, lefuso to introduce him tö her ^imrdians. The rcsult 
will doobtloss be antici})ated. An only son, though hcir to 
a haronetcy, Colonel Middleton found littlc diüiciilty in ob- 
t&ining his iather's consent to the match; and as a determi- 
sation not to obtrude herseif into any family alone withheld 
the pledge which her he.irt had already given, Marcelly, in 
duc time, oonsented to make him happy. They married; 
Middleton quitted the arrny, and havinrr, firstof all, through 
his.intcrest at coiirt, obtained a reversal of the nnost de- 
gradingpartof Fergus'ssentcnce, removed with his bride to 
Ardmore. There, durinof some ycars, they lived happily, 
amid a tenantry reinstated by their means, objects of love 
and proiuund respect to all classes, whose welfaro they assi- 
diiouaJy promoted. Nor was it tili thte decease of Sir Ed- 
ward jmpsed ncw duties upon his sncccssor, that they 
ODce tbought of entering into what is callcd the world. But 
asaccession of rank, and the demonds of his hcreditary de- 
penduntfi, were cla irrte which Sir Francis knew not how to 
resist. He henceforth divided his time betwecn the two 
countries; spcnding the summer months generally in Scot^ 
landf'and, except whon called upon to attend his duties in 
Parliament, rendering his lady, for the remainder of the 
y^ar, as acceptable to the honest boors of Berks as he had 
himself become to the mountaineers of Strath Diarmid. 

** Time ran his ceoseless course," and wrought his custo- 
tnary changes, including the slaughterof Red Ranald in an 
affi'ay with the excise, tho dcath of Parson Neil at an ad« 
vaoccd age, and the birth of sons and daughters to his new 
pitron, whenr in the ycar 1784, Sir Francis sind Lady Mid« 
dleton were induced, by motives of business or amusoinent» 
orbaUk, to viflit Paria« \3^ lo l\\^V. ^^\aA^^ >^^v{\^'^^vc.\l 
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from tim'e ta ttme they haza^ded r6iBp^cting. the fätepf Al- 
lan Bfeck had all ended indisappoititment. TheyobtäMedy 
jndeed,' vague Information of his having täivän -service uidder 
the Porte ; nor were there wantihg tlio^e wHb prietended tö 
follow in the career of ohe or other of the mosl uaring of the 
Pachas the fortuncs'of theit kinsman ; but these rumours, 
wben traced to tlieir source, proved mvariably to be ^round- 
less. Speculation, indecd, ceased at last to bu9y itself about 
hin), nor, as may readily be imagincd, were Sir Francis and 
Lady Middleton very anxious to find it otherwise. Tbat, 
however, wiiich desiürn had fbr so many years failed to 
effect, an accidcnt brought about ; and Aljan became again, 
in a certain sense, an object of interest to those with whom 
he had been so long and so fatally connected. 

We have said that in 1784 Sir Francis and Lady Middle- 
ton visited Paris. Her falher's fate, and ihe devotion of her 
clan, rendered the lady an object of strong attraction to the 
mafiy loyal and bonourablemen who were ihen exiles in the 
French capital, all of whom reccived ready admission to the 
table of her husband. It chanced on a certain occasion that 
a gentleman of the Garde du corps^ a relative of Lochiel, 
and of course an ally of ihe Clan Diarmid, spent an evening 
of more than common interest with Marcel ly and Sir Fran- 
cis. They talked mnch of other days, and of scenes amid 
which their childhood was spent, and the cavalier's eyes 
not unfrequently filled as the reflection occurred that he 
ehould never visit those scenes again. " Yet I don't know," 
continuod he; "1 am not sure that I am justified in re- 
pining. Louis is exccedingly kind to us, and there are iBftpy 
that stand in necd of his £)unty. The Corps of which, 
a member is chiefly composed of us Jacobites, — and, fc^he 
same token, there is a Chevalier of your name, my Lady, 
who expresses a great desire to see von, yet seems relflk 
tant to obtrude himself on your hospitality." l||^ 

** 1 had hoped that there was no Scotchman in Paris,far 
less a Highlander, who would experience any reluctance to 
visit US," replied Marcelly : " let me beg of you to bring 
your friend hcre at as early an hour as may be convenient 
to you to-morrow." 

The guardsman promiscd that lie would fulfil his ordere, 
and Sir Francis and his lady, on the departnre of their 
guest, retired to rcst, forgetful that any such convcrsation 
had passed. 

They were at breakfast next morning, (and the breakfast^ 
hour was then an early onc,) when a servant informed 
them tliat a Chevalier of the Garde du corp« vjwVcw^vX* 
ing; tbat' he refused to give his aame^ «itid t«Q|2i^\.«^^^^ 




ItJiS iLLAK BRBGK. 

Ihejir wouid not inconvenience themselves, for he wob in no 
imrry. MArceljv ii]i3taDtly rccollected wbat liad occqrred 
]ietween Mr. Cfunieroii and herself, and concludiog, of 
course, that it was her namesakc who paid bis visit tbus 
early» desired that he might be immediately introduced« 
There was a pause of perhaps five minutes, at the end of 
which tbe door opened, and thcre entered a tall, spare-made 
muscular man, his coat decorated with the insignia of vari- 
ous Orders, with bair not grizzled, but white as silver, and 
a face hideously sgarred and deformcd with the smalUpox. 
Lady Middleton cast one ginnce towards bim, and then 
shrieking out Allan Brcck, teil back upon her cbair. 

'* Yes, Madam/' exclaimed tbc Cbcvalierf " I am Allan 
Breck, — the game wbom you have learncd to curse, — the ^ 
samc who knows not how, in this presence at least, — ti>J| 
pray for bimself." 

" Go, my love ; this is no fit scene for you," interrupted 
Sir Francis,- while he rose to lead his lady from the room : 
'* if this person have aught to say to you, be niust deliver 
his messagc through me. You can hold with bim no con- 
versation." 

" Oh, no! no!" cried Marcelly, as averting her face she 
rose bastily and witbdrew, wbilc Sir Francis, placing him- 
self betvvcen her and Allan, secmed to bar any attempt on 
the part oftbat desperate man to detain her. ßut in truth, 
thcre was little need to take any precaution against vio- 
lence. Allan followed her only with a mournful gaze, his 
head falling upon bis ehest as tbe last flutter of her robe 
disappcarcd ; and then with difficulty sustaining bimself, 
q^||ared for a monient to besitate as to tbe course which it 
bSlbvcd liiiTi to pursue. At last, bowever, bis composure 
seemcd in some degree to recover, for he raiscd bis eyes 

«\c rnore, and, fixing them upon Sir Francis, said, 
* It is but natural — I cannot blame her for it — though, 
eed, I stand before you innocent of at least one great 
crime of which I have been accused. Tbe death of Ard- 
ibore is not chargeable upon me; I had no band in it." 

"No," replied Sir Francis, stornly, "you wcre certainly 
no direct agent there; but by whom was that foul assassina- 
tion perpetrated, which caused not only the unjust execu- 
tion of one innocent man, but tbe depopulatiou and misery 
ofa whole district]" 

" Not by me, as God shall show me mercy ! Sir, I am a 
^iJty man, a miserable man — disgraced, outlawed, fricnd- 
ßss^ und self-condemueöi,— Wv \tv vW ^^Xv^vi^VvV^x \iC DuartI 
.bad no rnore hand thaw ^outsc\^, \V^\c>\\,\w^'&<^^^\J(^Hl\«H^ 
that ahot was fired; and, vjho.tv Wta^ %Wi\ Wn^ hixw«^ ^ 
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fbw more changes, it is my desigti, ere I diä, to make his' 
name public: but in the mean while conaiderations connecW. 
ed with the welfhre of othefs keep nde- eilent, even at tlwr;. ., ' -l-, 
expcnse ofbearing a little longer the odium which now bfl* ■. ' ~" 
tachcB to me. Yet I make no merit of this, far lese repibe !", ■ 
at it Look at this uniform, adprncd with thesc rnedals and . ; 
dccorations, — what, think you, does it coverl See there,** /- . 
tearing open his coat as he apoke, and exhibiting a baif- 
shirt next to his skin ; " that is but an emblem, a wretched 
erablem, of the degree of peace that dwells witbin — of the 
ceaseless throbbing of remorse, whicb, day by day, and . 
night by night, eata into my very vitals. Think ybii this 
head has grown gray with years? No, sir, it has seen fe wer .'!•■= .iV, 
fc w inters than your own: but there is a busy ficnd, called'^. . ■ 
Kfeonscience, that racks the brain from morning tili evenin^^. ' 
[^ and withers up the moisture at its roots. Teil yoür lady ■"■ "h 
that she has nothing to apprehend from me. I came only ■ ' **": 
to see her once again, to obtain from her, if I'could, that"- j 
pardon which I may well deepair of obtaiuing from Meaviett^ . ; -ih 
and of assuring her, that in all my prayers — ay, and I do t* ' 
pray as ofton as the hours of six, eight, and twelve strike, _ 
both in lightand in darkness — teil her, that in all my pray- 
ers, one Petition is prominent, — that she may bc hoppy with 
the man of her choice. You will convey to her this me»- •' 
sage, will you not?" , ■ --{'.. 

" ünhappy man !" repMed Sir Francis; " if I could belieVe 
what you say ^" ' :■[ 

" Bclieve ! ycs, you rfiay doubt me, if you will ; you arö 
justificd in doing so; yet ! beseech you, for the sake of that .. ~ ■ 
mercy in which you one day hope to participate, that yon . r 

will not rejcct this, the last and only rcqucst that a heart- ..■ ./. 
broken man has ever made to you !" 

"I will repeat what you have stated, bo assured," replied ^ " -■^. 
Sir Francis, involuntarily softened by the wildncss of Allan*# j " "^ 
manner; " and I knovv that I may take it upon me to assurö 
you of Lady Middlcton'a füllest and freest pardon. But fof 
myself, I have to desire that you never again seek to croBB \ 
her path, inasmuch as the associations connected with yoar . . .• 
presence nqcessarily recall eventa which cannot fail to di6* ' ' 
tress her, without doing the smallest good to any one." 

" I thank you for this favour," answered Allan, as he 
slowly turned towards the door, "and willingly compljTi. 
with your requisition. Farewell for ever ! But let me ira- 
plorc you, when the packet shall come to band, which 
gives notice that Allan Breck is at rest, that you will yet 
redeem his metnory from the on\y cVvÄTae vxivi^t ^\v>R3Bk.\r 
Jinowß not bow to rest content. BVoqä \3;i^i^ Sa ^m ^ 
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hands, I freely admit; but ihat of Duart and of Ardmorer 
•, Üie last particu]arly, lies not at iny door; and not for my 
' sours ransorn would I haVe it there. Well, you graot thia 
&Vour alaoV* 

"I will," answer^ Sir Francis. 
" Tben once agaih, farewell for ever!" 
As he utterod this scntencc, tlie Chevalier disappeared, 
and neithcr Sir Francis nor Lady Middleton ever saw him 
again ! ^ 



Distrusting the promises of her Relative, Marcelly ur- 
'i'-'i gently iniplored her husband to relurri to England without 
:. ,' - delay. He did not enter into these suspicions, but, ever 
anxious to prevent her wishes, hc i^sued orders to his ser« 
^^v ..- vants, that thcy should rnake ready tor a journcy, and, attff 
the sccond day, the famiiy qnitted Paris. They resumed 
their old habiU, and betook thcmdelvcs to their old haunts, 
V. ■; /' both. in Enghnd and in Scolland ; in the enjoyments accora- 

j panying which, both Allan and his stränge appearancc were 

forgottcn. Nor, tor some tiinc, did any thing occur calcu- 
lated to bring hiin and his prornised confession back to their 
renieinbrance. But amid the groat cvents with which soon 
aflerwurds all Europe rang, a circumsUince occurrcd, which, 
though uniioticed, in all probability, hy the rest of the World, 
excited a livoly interccjt in their iiiinds. The French Revo- 
lution bcgun, and Sir Francis, wlio watched its progrcss 
with the t've of a politician and a Christian, sutfered nono 
of the mvnuto circumstances that attcndcd it to elude him. 
He read with avidity the cndloss details that were given, 
tili the ßtream of history bronght him down to the cvcntful 
lOth of August. Tlie narrative of that day, decply affccting 
in itself, was rendored doubly so to him, in conspquence of 
the honourable mention made in itof Allan Breck. On duty 
at the Tuilfrics, the bravo Chovalirr was stated to have 
maintained his post witii desperate rcsolution, tili, wcak- 
ened with loss of blood, and borno down by numberi«, he 
was bcaten to the earth, and mado prisoner. A wild cry 
instantly aroso, " To the lanlern ! to the lantern !" and 
Allan Brock, already more than half dead with his vvounds, 
expired upon the scafFold ! 

Long and anxiously Sir Francis looked for the arrival of 

the packet which had boen promised : but it never came. 

It doubtlesfl perashcd in the cun'usion ofthose stormy times; 

^^ and the consequence has boon, thut over the murder of 

^V Duart a ycW of inysteTy ^ÜVV V\^un^ v^VvkIi is not now likely 

■^Dr^ ^ raiaed for ever. 

^ ■ 
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